
L.O: To revise sentence structures and identify simple and compound sentences. 
 

Bee Zone Starter 

Correct the run on sentences. My full stop key broke!  

 

Fred found his whole body aching he lay down on his side in the wet 

grass his clothes were soaked through he closed his eyes Fred tried to 

work out if he was dizzy the world began to spin away from him he felt 

himself dropping down away from the jungle and  into sleep  

Your Task: Identify the sentence structure of each sentence. 

1. Simple sentence: main clause, stands on its own, no extra 
information – 1 complete thought in the sentence. 
 

2. Compound sentence: 2 main clauses that make sense on their 
own, 2 thoughts in the sentence joined with a FANBOY 
(coordinating conjunction)  
 

 

Examples: 

The rain came suddenly and hard. (S) – simple sentence (the and joins the adjectives 
not 2 main clauses) 

It turned the soot and sweat on his hands to something like tar but it began to 
quench the fire. (C) – compound sentence 

 

Top Tips: 

 Read the sentence carefully. 

 Is there just one complete thought in the sentence and no coordinating 

conjunctions? It is a simple sentence (be careful for ‘and’ joining adjectives). 

 Do you notice a coordinating conjunction (FANBOYS) in the sentence? Does it 

join 2 main clauses together? It is a compound sentence. 

 
 



1. The night was black. 

2. Fred tried to heave in breath to shout for help but this throat was too dry to 

yell.  

3. There was a rumble of thunder. 

4. A burning branch cracked and it fell in a cascade of sparks.  

5. Fred looked down at himself. 

6. One leg of his trousers was ripped all the way up to the pocket but none of his 

bones felt broken. 

7. A voice came suddenly from the dark yet Fred had no idea which direction it 

had come from. 

8. Max was at the breathless stage of crying and he clung to his sister so tightly 

his fingers were pressing bruises on her skin.  

9. Max bumped his head against Fred’s spine so he began trying to bite one of 

Fred’s shoulder blades. 

10. He lay down on his side in the wet grass. 

 

Reflect on your learning: 

I have learnt / improved my understanding of / now know …………………………..….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

My confidence in simple and compound sentences is:  1  2  3  4  5  

 


