
RE - Reconciliation 

Year 5 will learn about the concept of sin and that when we sin we hurt ourselves and others and damage our relationship 
with God. They will begin to understand that God loves and forgives us if we are truly sorry and learn that God heals our 
friendship with Him and others through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. They will recap how we can prepare ourselves to 
receive this Sacrament and learn what happens during the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This will provide pupils with the 
opportunity to reflect on the time they received the Sacrament when they were in Year 3.  

English 

We will continue reading our class novel that Year 5 enjoyed so much last half term. This is “The Explorer” by Katherine 
Rundell which is set in the Amazon Rainforest. We will focus on key skills in English and SPAG including sentence struc-

tures, commas for fronted adverbials, commas within complex sentences and the use of inverted commas for direct 
speech and within context linked to our class text and topic. We will continue to develop narrative writing styles through 
the use of description using figurative language. . We will continue to explore spelling patterns and apply these in context. 

To help at home, please listen to your child read and read to your child frequently. Your child can also supplement their learning with 
Reading Eggs and Spelling Shed. 

Mathematics 

In Maths this half term, we will ensure that we are confident with all four operations and apply this learning in reasoning 
and problem solving contexts. We will also revise our learning in fractions and will think about what fractions are, recog-
nise and show equivalent fractions and discuss fractions greater than 1. We will then identify, name and write equivalent 
fractions, find fractions of amounts and will recognise mixed numbers and improper fractions and begin to convert from 
one form to the other.  We will keep all other key skills in Maths bubbling during our arithmetic sessions when we return 
to school. To help your child at home, please continue to work on quick mental addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division. Please support your child in maintaining their confidence in their times tables up to 12x12, including division 

 

 

 

 Theme: Explorers—The Maya Civilization 
Year 5 

We hope you have had a restful half term. 
The Year 5 team are so proud of all of our 
Year 5 pupils and we are very much looking 
forward to being back together again in the 
classroom in 2 weeks time!  

The important dates to the right will resume 
when we return to school on the 8th March.  
 

Year 5 Staff: Miss Waite & Miss 
Quenby 

If you have any queries or concerns you would 
like to discuss, please contact the office to 
arrange a telephone call or an appointment with 
me.  

 Important Dates 
 

 
 
 

Mondays 
Homework due in and reset. 

 
 

Friday 
Spelling test and new spellings set on paper and 
Spelling Shed 
Diaries due in: signed with reading & KIRFs   
recorded 
 

PE is on Thursday and Friday.  Your child must 
come to school in their PE kit (suitable for any 
weathers). 
Please ensure your child has indoor pumps and 
outdoor wellies in school. 
Please note, we will inform you of any updates        

regarding swimming when we have more information.  

Science - Living Things and their Habitats  

This half term, we start a brand new Science topic! We begin by revising the functions of each part of the flower and a 
flower’s life cycle. We then move on to our study of living things and their life cycles. We will begin by classifying a broad 
range of living things into groups such as mammals, insects, amphibians, birds, plants etc. and discussing why we have this 
classification system for living things. We will also revise the food chain system. This will also include describing the life 
cycles of a variety of living things, such as animals and plants. We will also consider the life cycle of a human and how a 

human changes over time.  

Spring Term 2 2021 

Remote Home Learning (23rd February—5th March 2021) 

Year 5 have shown such wonderful resilience and commitment to their learning already last half term. I would like to say how proud I am 
of each and every single one of our fantastic Year 5 pupils.  

Please continue to visit Year 5’s home learning page for the suggested weekly timetable, resources and activities for each lesson, and 
links to daily video tutorials. Please use Showbie to continue to upload work. Do encourage your child to respond to their feedback on 

Showbie before moving on to their next lesson and to watch the full video tutorial for Maths and English lessons.  

We are extremely excited to welcome the children back on the 8th March following the most recent government announcement. It will 
be wonderful to be back together again in the classroom and I am already planning some very exciting things!  



PSHE 

Due to the school closure last half term, we were unable to deliver our Relationship and Sex Education. When we return 
to school, we will focus on the children’s wellbeing and will encourage them to settle back into school life and usual class-
room routines whilst encouraging children to reconnect with their friends. Year 5 will then begin their Relationships and 

Sex Education (RSE) programme. They will learn how everyone is special and created in God’s image and will reflect on the 
physical and emotional changes that have occurred in their life already, e.g. learning to crawl, talk, eat etc. They will read 
the book “Angel in the Water” by Regina Doman to reinforce the message that we are all created by God and in His image. 
Year 5 will then learn about the physical and emotional changes that will soon take place as they move to maturity and go 
through puberty. This will link to the Sacraments and how these coincide with the natural stages of our lives. They will 

learn about how to take care of themselves, the male and reproductive system and will also explore relationships 
(friendships, changing feelings, developing confidence and changes that can happen in life).  

    Homework 
In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 
 
 

 Mathletics and Reading Eggs tasks are usually et on a Monday and due the following Monday. 

 Spellings are given out on Fridays (on paper and also set on Spelling Shed). Spelling tests are on Fridays. 

 Reading 4 times per week for 15 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina. 

 Research projects and other occasional homework tasks linked to our Topics this half term (some may be linked to the homework 
grid on the website). 

 

 

Please visit the Homework section at the bottom of the Year 5 web page on our school website to find optional tasks to 
support your child’s learning this half term. 

 

Our homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

Parent/guardian support at home is invaluable in your child’s learning and at our school we are so thankful and 
grateful for the excellent support you provide. Please continue to support your child at home, particularly 

with their reading, spellings and KIRFs. For this half term, your child must read their school reading book 4x 
a week for at least 15 minutes at a time. Please ensure that your child is reading aloud as well as independent-
ly as this helps their understanding and comprehension of what they are reading. It is also beneficial for your 
child to hear an adult reading aloud to them. This is proven to support children with reading fluency and en-
joyment for reading too. We ask that your child has their homework diary and reading book in school with 

them every day. 

In Year 5, we encourage our pupils to develop their independence so we ask that your child completes 
their homework diary independently each week, this includes recording their reading, KIRFs and home-

work, before being signed by a parent/guardian at the end of the week. 

Topic: Exploring the Maya Civilization 

This half term, our topic continues with a focus of ’Explorers’ linked to our class novel and linked to exploring the Maya 
Civilization, our new History topic. In History, we will work on our chronological understanding place the events of the 

Maya Civilization in an accurate order on a timeline—this will also include ensuring that events are accurately spaced out 
according to their dates. We will be exploring the diversity of this particular civilization and will be learning about the 

gods they believed in, the cultural and spiritual significance of the historical game ‘Pok-a-Tok’ and we will also learn about 
the social order and structure of cities and explore the famous pyramid “Chichen Itza”.  Finally, we will study the foods 
that Mayan people ate and why some of these foods were particularly significant. The Maya Civilization is such an inter-

esting topic and I am so excited for the children to learn all about it!  


