
Questions
1. How is the tree described in the first stanza? Tick one.

   heavy

   wide

    great

   proud

2. Number the events from 1-4 to show the order in which they happen in the poem.

3. Find and copy one words from the second stanza that means the same as cut.

  1.  

2.  

4. What tools are used in this poem?

 

5. How long did the tree felling take?

 

6. Give two pieces of evidence from the text which show that chopping down the tree is difficult. 

  1.  

2.  

7. Why do you think the tree had to be cut down?

 

 

 

Job and Ike saw the tree.

A rope is looped high in the tree.

Job and Ike go towards the tree.

The tree falls to the ground.
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8. How do you think the poet feels about the tree being felled? Explain your answer.

 

 

 

9. Are Job and Ike portrayed as good or bad people in the poem? Explain your answer. 
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Answers
1. How is the tree described in the first stanza? Tick one.

   heavy

   wide

    great

   proud

2. Number the events from 1-4 to show the order in which they happen in the poem.

3. Find and copy one words from the second stanza that means the same as cut. 
Accept any two of the following: chop; gash; hewn.

4. What tools are used in this poem? 
In this poem, two axes (with heavy heads shining and wide) and a long limp two-handled saw 
(toothed for cutting great boles) are used.

5. How long did the tree felling take? 
It took less than two hours to cut down the tree.

6. Give two pieces of evidence from the text which show that chopping down the tree is difficult. 
Accept any two of the following: it requires strong tools (axes and a two-handled saw); actions 
such as ‘swing axes’ and ‘chop away’; it doesn’t come down easily – they have to tug the rope 
then pull some more; it takes nearly two hours; there are several stages involved, such as 
chopping, sawing and pulling.

7. Why do you think the tree had to be cut down? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think that the tree had to be cut down because it was very old 
so it might have become dangerous.

8. How do you think the poet feels about the tree being felled? Explain your answer. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think the poet is upset and disappointed because he describes 
the tree fellers as executioners, which has negative connotations, and he describes the tree as 
proud which is a positive thing. 

9. Are Job and Ike portrayed as good or bad people in the poem? Explain your answer. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think Job and Ike are portrayed as bad people in the poem 
because they are referred to as ‘executioners’, which has negative connotations.

3 Job and Ike saw the tree.

2 A rope is looped high in the tree.

1 Job and Ike go towards the tree.

4 The tree falls to the ground.
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