
Questions
1. Which of these tools are carried by the ‘executioners’? Tick two.

   two axes
   two hampers
   a long limp two-handled saw
   a chainsaw

2. Join the boxes to match each date to the important event that happened on it.

3. List two things that lie on the ground around the tree. 

  1.  

2.  

4. How old is the tree?

 

5. Find and copy a word or phrase from the first stanza which implies that the tree is going to die.

 

6. Why do you think that Job and Ike rush aside? 

 

 

 

7. Explain why the tree shakes all its neighbours throughout.

 

 

8. How do you feel about the tree being cut down? Explain your answer.

 

 

 

Throwing a Tree by Thomas Hardy

second stanza The tree falls to the floor.

third stanza A rope is looped high up in the tree.

fourth stanza The men saw into the tree.
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Answers
1. Which of these tools are carried by the ‘executioners’? Tick two.

   two axes
   two hampers
   a long limp two-handled saw
   a chainsaw

2. Join the boxes to match each date to the important event that happened on it.

3. List two things that lie on the ground around the tree.  
Accept any two of the following: the chips; the moss; fallen leaves.

4. How old is the tree? 
The tree is 200 years old.

5. Find and copy a word or phrase from the first stanza which implies that the tree is 
going to die. 
Accept either of the following: executioners; (bears the) death-mark (on its side).

6. Why do you think that Job and Ike rush aside? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: Job and Ike rush aside because the tree is about to 
fall and they don’t want to get hurt.

7. Explain why the tree shakes all its neighbours throughout. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: Due to its size, the tree is heavy and causes the 
ground (and other trees) to shake as it falls.

8. How do you feel about the tree being cut down? Explain your answer. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I feel sad that such an old tree has been cut down – 
it seemed determined to stay standing for as long as possible.
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