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Welcome back! I hope you had a 

great half term break, and the 

children are excited to get started 

on our new topic called The Magical 

Mystery Tour.  

 

If you have any queries or concerns 

about your child’s progress or well-

being, please do not hesitate to 

make an after-school appointment 

to speak to me. 

 

 

Important Days 

Tuesday and Friday 

PE lessons – full kits needed with 

trainers. Until further notice, 

children should wear their full PE kits 

on these days. 

 

Friday 

Homework due and reading diaries 

should be signed by parents. Spelling 

tests will take place on Fridays. 

 

Children should bring their reading 

diaries and school books into school 

every day. 

 

Please label all uniform. 

RE – Jesus the Son of God 
In this topic the children will learn that the miracles Jesus performed led many to believe that Jesus was 

God’s Son. They will reflect on the reactions of people to the miracles and come to know that opposition to 

Jesus’ actions led to his arrest. They will learn about the events of Holy Week and reflect on what it means 

to us today. There will be lots of opportunities embedded to apply their writing skills too for practise. 

 

English 

We will continue to use the Mysteries of Harris Burdick & Sherlock Holmes as rich stimuli for writing. To support the children 

to get back in the zone, there will be a key focus on securing the basics expected for Y6 and application of these skills both 

in English and the full curriculum. This will include secure basic sentence structure and punctuation (capital letters, full stops, 

questions marks and exclamation marks) as well as the working on higher-level punctuation with semi-colons, colons, brackets 

and commas for parenthesis. We will also work on the selecting ambitious word choices and writing skills to 

add quality and depth to it. There will be lots of opportunities built in to edit and improve work (BEE zones) 

and to plan, write, edit and improve their own work using RAMPS. This is all familiar practice to the children 

so they will feel confident in the approaches, allowing plenty of time to apply their skills. As always guided 

reading will be interwoven into English lessons allowing for key reading skills to be practised. Extending our 

vocabulary knowledge is also crucial and Guided Reading is the perfect time for this! 

Mathematics 

We will continue to build our confidence with fractions and applying this with problems and will start to convert different 

units of measures during the first two weeks of home learning. The children have come along way with this at home so I will 

ensure they have lots of opportunities to keep these key skills polished back in class too. Both these areas 

of maths allow superb opportunities for application of basic maths skills too like knowledge of multiples, 

confidence with multiplication rapid recall, common multiples, multiplying/dividing by 10, 100, 1000, etc. 

When we return to school, key maths skills will be a priority for the half term; this will include reading 

scales and intervals, reading and interpreting timetables and handling money. Problem solving and reasoning 

is built in throughout and arithmetic skills (including mental and written) will be kept bubbling with little and often practise.   

The children must also have their times tables and division facts at their very best now – no excuses! Maths will be easier 

if they know these. 

Science 

The focus for science will be observing and recording over the next half term. They will investigate how 

light travels and how light enables us to see. They will made predictions and record how the position of a 

light source effects the size and shape of a shadow. They will investigate the reflection of light and 

calculate the angle of incidence and reflection. After this, children will demonstrate how light can be 

refracted and observe and record how a prism changes a ray of light.  The mystery theme will be 

incorporated through understanding of how shadows are formed. Maths skills will be embedded throughout. 
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Art 

In Art & Design, the children will continue to develop their sketching skills building up to a 

final piece of artwork where they will apply their knowledge. 

 

Computing 

Year 6 computing focus will build on prior learning using iMovie to make a professional short film. Children 

will apply their writing skills to write scripts for their lines and transfer this to DVD prompter (which is 

like an autocue) to support a professional deliver of the content. The film will be linked to our stimulus of 

Mysteries.  

 

             MFL 

This half term, we will consolidate some of the home learning around animals and look to extend this into 

translating full sentences from French to English. 

                 Music 

This half term is the perfect opportunity to apply all that the children studied at home about musical 

instruments and the orchestra. They will listen to 1960s music and identify the instruments being played 

and the sections that the orchestra belong to.  

PE 

This half-term year 6 will be working on skills for effective rounders participation. They will improve their 

transferable power and learn about transferable speed. They will improve their fielding skills to perform a 

run out and improve their shot selection to win a game. They will work also work on other invasion game 

skills like improving their ability to dribble, catch and manipulate a ball across a range of invasion games. In 

addition to this, the children will have weekly netball lessons with Ms Crolla. 

                PSHE 

In PSHE, we will initially focus on settling and establishing routines and plenty of time to develop the 

children’s social skills too. We will later start Relationship and Sex Education (RSE) which the class missed 

back in Y5 and last half term due to lockdown. We will start to address this unit starting with the very 

basics of creation, how special they are and how they have already changed and will change as they head 

towards teenage years. 

                  Topic – History 

Children will be focusing on evidence in history, learning about different types of sources of evidence and 

questioning how reliable they are. They will be using different sources to learn about Britain since 1948 

with a deeper focus on 1960s. Maths skills will be applied related to the passing of time. 

Homework 

In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 

• Mathletics/ Spelling Shed tasks  

• Reading Eggs 

• Reading the school reading books 5 times per week for 15 minutes minimum, but longer reading time is preferable 

to build reading stamina. 

• Occasional research projects  

Homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, we consider that strong school-parent links are an essential part of ensuring our 

pupils achieve their potential. We really appreciate the support you give your children at home in order to help them with 

their learning. 

 

Please ensure that you listen to your child reading their school reading book and write each time you listen in their 

homework diaries; listening to your child will improve their reading ability compared to leaving them to read alone. In addition, 

your child will have an advantage in English if you read a book to them regularly. 

 

The children’s KIRF target this half term is to convert fractions, decimals and percentages which they have made good 

progress with at home so far so we will build on this in school. You can help at home too! In addition, the times tables and 

related division facts (7 x 8 = 56 so 56/7 = 8) and related number facts (BOGOFS: 7 x 8 = 56 so 0.7 x 8 = 5.6) are key basic 

skills to keep simmering. 



 


