
 

    

      

                                       

 
  
         

    
 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 

They Year 3 staff would like to thank all the 

children and their parents for the beautiful 

cards, well wishes and lovely presents which we 

received for Christmas. We were overwhelmed 

by the kindness and generosity shown and wish 

you all a very happy and peaceful new year! 

                          *** 
Year 3 staff: Mrs Hodgson, Mrs Lowe, 

Miss Ozsoy 
If you have any queries or concerns you would 

like to discuss, please do not hesitate to make 

an appointment with me.  

Important Days 
Wednesday & Thursday 

PE lessons – full kits needed with trainers. 
 

 

Wednesday 

Spelling test each Weds. New mathletics, 

spelling shed and reading eggs challenges set. 

To be completed for the following 

Wednesday. 

 

Friday 

Hand in diaries. Diaries to be signed and 

reading recorded. 
 

PLEASE label all uniform  

 
 

 

 

 

Science 

Light and Shadows 
In science Year 3 will recognise that they need light in order to see things and that dark is the absence of light, notice that light is 

reflected from surfaces, recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to protect their eyes, recognise that 

shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked by an opaque object and find patterns in the way that the size of shadows 

change. Throughout the spring term, Year 3 will also develop their scientific investigation skills. They will be developing how to plan, carry 

out and evaluate different types of scientific enquiries in detail using their scientific knowledge to help them. The children will again link 

their topic on the environment and make their own sundial. 

 

 

RE  
The new RE topic is called ‘Jesus the teacher’.  In this topic, the children will learn that Jesus was a teacher who came to show us how to 

live. They will explore Jesus’ early life and learn about his presentation in the Temple. The children will know that Jesus used parables in 

his teaching and reflect on the meaning of the Parable of the Sower and Unforgiving Servant. 

 

English 
Punctuation and vocabulary remain a key priority this half term so we will have lots of practise using capital letters, full stops, commas, 

question marks, exclamation marks and speech marks. We will be using the text ‘The Tin Forest’ to enrich our vocabulary and use as 

stimulus for writing letters and stories. We will be linking closely our topic on Rainforests and the environment to our writing and whenever 

the opportunity arises we will write in role linked to Geography work so that the children have a real purpose to write.  

Geography and Computing 

Rainforests 
Life in the Rainforest is ever changing with a constant demand for resources. Let’s explore this wonderful place, and discover mankind’s 

relationship with it. What are rainforests? Where are they found? What is in the canopy? And who (or what?) calls the rainforest their 

home? We will start to learn about Rainforests by locating and naming them using atlases. The children will ask and answer geographical 

questions about the physical and human characteristics of them locating the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere and the 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. Later we will take a journey into the rainforests to discover its hidden secrets and find out more focusing 

on the environment, climate, canopy layers and looking at the effects of deforestation globally. Computing skills will be incorporated into 

topic work where the children will use Keynote App to communicate effectively with a wide range of effects. 

 

 Themed Half Term: Rainforests and the environment. 

Spring 1 2019 Rainforest Themed Half Term 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics 
Year 3 will be recalling and using multiplication facts for the 3, 4 and 8 times tables. Following this we will be writing and calculating two 

digit numbers times one digit numbers, using mental methods and progressing onto formal written methods.  Year 3 will also learn how to 

divide two digit numbers by a one digit number, solve missing number problems and solve multiplication and division problems. We will also 

be adding and subtracting amounts of money to give change, using both £ and p in practical contexts and solving 2 step money word 

problems. Year 3 will also be interpreting and presenting data using bar charts, pictograms and tables. 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=st+josephs+catholic+primary+school+wetherby&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=EP1xncioK6CDaM&tbnid=iii5NypzaeJxjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.stjosephswetherby.com/school/mission-statement-2/&ei=KPMPUbbFOKjT0QXCkoDgDA&bvm=bv.41867550,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFvlZXysJ4iHscRHH3gUSU8r0bhBA&ust=1360086171760995


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Homework 

This will now be due in each Wednesday and new homework set each Wednesday. 

 Mathletics/Spellodrome/Reading eggs tasks  

 Reading 3 times per week for 15 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina 

  Each half term there is a homework grid on our class page that you to access at your own leisure throughout the half term. The 

tasks link to all our curriculum areas so it would be beneficial for your child to complete all the challenges before the end of the half 

term. Please send work in with your child. 
Homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 
At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School we consider that strong school-parent links are an essential part of ensuring our pupils achieve their 

potential. It would be extremely beneficial for you to: 

 Listen to them read regularly and question them about what they are reading 

 Any homework/KIRFs/targets your child may receive.  

 Go on to Mathletics, Spelling shed and Reading eggs. 

 Basic computer skills if possible. 

  

Art 
Year 3 will draw on inspiration from the Rainforest and the artist Henri Rousseau and experiment with sketching, cutting, painting, using 

pastels and printing to bring to life their very own rainforest art. They will then evaluate their own work commenting on what they’ve liked 

and thought went well and how they could improve it. 

 

PSHE 
This half-term the focus is on ‘Identify, society and democracy’. Children will be learning about valuing the similarities and difference 

between themselves and others. It is Anti-Bullying week towards the end of Spring 1 and Year 3 will spend some time looking at how we show 

respect to others. 
  

 

PE 
Each week Year 3 will have PE sessions with PE Partners and myself.  They will focus on learning different skills each week. This half-term 

the children will practise their accuracy of throwing by hitting a range of static targets with a bean bag. They will also develop the skills of 

passing to a team mate at appropriate times  and adjust their body positions to catch a netball whilst travelling. Year 3 will also co-operate 

with team mates to improve their ability to watch and communicate with others 

 

Music 
This half term the children will be building on exisiting skills to they have learned so far of playing together as an ensemble, using repeated 

melodic and rhythmic ideas. They will be performing well known melodic pieces of music either leading an ensemble or following a conductor 

as part of an ensemble. The children will be taking ownership of how they wish to perform choosing their own musical instruments. 

MFL 
In MFL, we will develop our listening skills through listening to spoken language in French and show understanding by joining in 

and responding—this might be greetings, numbers, days of the week and likes and dislikes etc to begin with. We will also 

encourage children to speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary and phrases. The children will be encouraged to engage in 

conversations in French and this will progress to broadening their vocabulary and developing the ability to understand new 

words that are introduced.  
 

 


