
L.O: To use subordinate clauses in complex sentences. 

Top Tips: 

1. Think Batman and Robin!! A complex sentence includes a main clause and a subordinate 

clause. 

2. Batman: main clause – it makes sense on its own and would be a simple 

sentence without extra information. One complete thought. 

3. Robin: subordinate clause – does not make sense on its own. This clause 

depends on the main clause to make sense, just like Robin depends on 

Batman. Subordinate clauses start with subordinate conjunctions. 

Task 1: Rearrange the order of the complex sentences. Use your learning from 

yesterday to help you identify the subordinate clause. 

 

 

 

Move the subordinate clause to the end of the sentence so that the main clause 

comes first.  

Example: 

Although he was stranded in the Amazon jungle, Fred was glad he was not on his own completely.   

Fred was glad he was not on his own completely although he was stranded in the Amazon jungle. 

 

1. After the plane crashed, Fred found himself stranded in the Amazon jungle. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

2. As they walked along a snaking line of trees, all four children kept their chins 

on their chests to watch the ants.  

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 



3. Since his pneumonia, Fred hated being asked if he was alright. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. Unless someone was on their way to rescue them, Fred knew they were going 

to be in the Amazon jungle for a long time. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

5. As he sucked in a lungful of river water, Fred shot above the surface yelling to 

warn the others of the piranhas. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

6. Even though she usually acted tough, Con felt the fear rising through her veins 

and screamed and thrashed in the water.  

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

7. As the sun set in the distance, all four children lay down their heads to go to 

sleep. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 



Task 2:  

 Read the sentence and include the commas in 

the correct place.  

 Identify the subordinate clause first before 

you decide where the comma should go. 

 Remember, you only have a comma in a 

complex sentence if the subordinate clause 

comes first. 

 The comma separates the subordinate clause from the main clause.  

 

 

1.  Even though it was raining there was a hot air circl ing around them.  

2. As the clouds disappeared the sun started to shine brighter in the sky.  

3.  Although Fred was a natural leader he felt totally out of his comfort zone in 

the Amazon jungle.  

4. If they were ever going to make it ou t alive they needed to stick together.  

5. Unless they found food soon Con knew she couldn’t stand the rumbling in her 

stomach any longer. 

6. Once Fred had caught his breath he helped Con to get out of the river.  

7. Until they’d seen the piranhas the children though t the river was a gift.  

8.  When Max was upset or crying Lila sung a lullaby him which calmed him.  

9.  While Con decided to be miserable Fred and Lila decided they would do 

anything to make sure they survived.  

10.  If the plane hadn’t crashed they wouldn’t be in this mess at all!  


