
LO: To explore vocabulary. 

Top Tips: 

1. Read the text to find the words in context.  

2. Match the words to their meanings.  

3. Use a ruler to draw the lines. 

 

Around the shrine to Vesta a great temple was built, its 'vestal' priestesses the 

unmarried daughters of good families. Because all their love was promised to the 

goddess, they were forbidden, on pain of death, to give any love to a man. 

Choose two words from above and write them into your own sentences. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Her mother and father were important citizens - descendants of Aeneas himself. They 

might have pleaded for the life of their daughter or spirited her away to safety. Instead, 

they upended their hearts and emptied out every last drop of love they had ever felt 

for her. 

 

 

 

 

 

Choose two words from above and write them into your own sentences. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

shrine 

priestess 

unmarried 

goddess 

forbidden 

a woman who performs religious duties 

not married 

not allowed 

a place of worship 

a female god 

citizens 

descendant 

plead 

spirit away 

upend 

a person related to someone 

to urgently ask for something 

members of a country 

turn upside down 

carry off mysteriously or secretly 



Use a dictionary to look up the meaning of the words. 

Ah, but weren't Romulus and Remus the sons of Mars, the descendants of Aeneas? 

Though their tiny pink fists and feet were powerless to save them, they were strong, 

healthy boys. The cold did not kill them, nor the river spill them, nor pike snatch them 

down to a muddy death. The basket was swept helter-skelter downstream until it 

snagged on tree roots and spun into a backwater where the wild creatures came to 

drink.  

 

 

 

 

 

A face loomed over the crying boys - a mask with yellow eyes and a mouth full of 

ravenous teeth. The wolf opened wide her grinny jaws, seized on first Romulus, then 

Remus, and ran with them to her lair. There she dropped them among the soft, 

tumbling fur of her hungry cubs ... 

 

 

 

 

How many new words have you learnt today? ______________ 

Which word was the most effective in the text? Explain why. 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Choose five words from the text and use them in sentences of your own. 

powerless 

pike 

snatch 

downstream 

backwater 

 

 

 

 

  

ravenous 

grin 

seize 

lair 

among 

 

 

 

 

 


