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Wishing Everyone in our School Community a Very Happy and Holy Christmas 
What a busy term we have had. It has been a term like no other, but we are so incredibly proud of 
our pupils for all that they have overcome and achieved. It has been a hugely successful term and 
we have so much to celebrate. I would like to say a huge well done to the children. It has been 
magical being back together and preparing together during Advent and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of our pupils for their hard work and wish them and all of our families a 
very happy and holy Christmas. I hope you all enjoy Christmas with your loved ones. 
 
Staff, Governors & Volunteers 
I would also like to take this opportunity to again thank all of St Joseph’s staff and Governors for all 
that they do to ensure we continue to provide outstanding care and provision for our pupils, even 
during the challenging times that we have faced. The compassion, skill and expertise in our school 
community is just incredible and I feel very lucky to work with such a fabulous team! Thank you to 
our teachers and governors, to our wonderful cleaning team who have worked around the clock to 
ensure regular and thorough cleaning. Thank you to our school volunteers including Mr Delafield, 
Mr Arthur, Mr Green and Mr Smith for their support with football, Mrs Airey, Mrs Alderson, Mrs 
Jacobs and Mrs Warrilow for their work on the FOSJ and all of the class reps and parents and carers 
who have supported us this term. Our children are truly blessed.   
 
The Sister and SVP 
We have been overwhelmed by the amount of donations we received to support families in need 
this Christmas. Over £315 was raised as well as bags and bags full of donations to help families in 
need in our local community and surrounding areas. The SVP and The Sisters were very grateful for 
all of the donations which will help so many families this year, who I know will be so thankful for 
your generosity. Thank you Mrs Hodkinson and Mr & Mrs Tate who helped with transporting the 
donations this year.  
 
Christmas Donations 
We received lots of donations this year. Thank you to Boston Road for their Christmas Tree 
donations and to everybody who donated food, money and raffle prizes! Thank you to those 
volunteers who gave up their time to support all of our fund raising and charity events this year. 
There has been a wonderful community feel where everybody has pulled together to look out for 
one another and offer their support wherever needed! Thank you very much!  
 
End of Term 
Over the last few weeks, we have been preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus. The children have 
been involved in so many activities as they get ready for the very special day. We have had so much 
fun at the same time. The children have taken part in their remote nativities which are live on the 
school website in the password protected area and this year the children made cards for lots of 
people in our local community as well as decorating our Christmas trees with baubles. They have 
learnt about some of the symbols of Christmas and Advent and why these are important to us. 
 
End of Term Mass 
This week our children have watched our end of term mass together in their classrooms. Thank you 
so much to Canon for recording this especially for us. It was wonderful! Canon, as always, has been 
a fantastic support to us during this term and it was wonderful to be able to see Canon up at school 
this half term too. We thank him for his continued support! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Dates: 
 
Monday 4th January: 
Training Day 
Tuesday 5th January: 
School reopens 
 
Please check the school 
calendar on the website for 
important dates for the 
school year.  
 
 
 

School Designated 
Safeguarding Leads 

Designated Safeguarding 
Leads: Miss L. Milivojevic, 
Mrs J. Ward, Mrs J. 
Hodgson or Mrs N. Frost 
 

 
 

Please remember in 
your prayers all of those 

who are lonely, ill or 
bereft this Christmas. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Statement of the 
Week 

I can prepare for a 
special time. 
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Reporting Positive Covid Tests during the Christmas Break 
As per my detailed letter last week, please report any positive Covid tests to the school office email address and mark it as 
URGENT. You need to inform school if your child tests positive and was in school when they were infectious (2 days before 
the symptoms and until 10 days after the onset of symptoms, or 2 days before until 10 days after the test date if no 
symptoms). Positive tests outside of these time scales do not need to be reported to school until we return on Tuesday 5th 
January 2021. There were examples on letter to help if you are unsure. 
 
Training Day – Monday 4th January 2021 
Please note that school opens to pupils on Tuesday 5th January 2021. Only teaching staff will be in school training on 
Monday 4th January as this is a training day. All training days can be found on the school website.  
 
School Website 
On our school website, we have an 'Updates' page on the Parents section of our website. We regularly update this page 
with the current guidance from the NHS, Government and other sources. The information on this page is there to support 
our families during this difficult time. We hope you find this page 
helpful. https://www.stjosephswetherby.com/parents/updates/ You can find all up to date information on the school 
website including policies with any updates, class information, important dates, admission information and much, much 
more.  
 
Christmas Cards 
This year our pupils have made Christmas cards for a number of people in our community including: local residential 
homes, Martin House, our neighbours, friendship groups to name just a few. We received such a lovely message from 
Heather at one of the local care homes who said our cards will make such a difference to the elderly residents there. This 
was wonderful to hear.  
 
Christmas Parties 
This week our children enjoyed their Christmas parties together in their own classrooms. They had a lot of fun and it has 
been a really great way to end the term. 
 
Message from Fr Christmas 
The children have this week received a very special message from a very special person. Fr Christmas sent his message to 
our children remotely this year and left a special gift for everyone. Where there’s a will…there’s a way!  
 
Thank you 
Thank you to everyone for their lovely comments and well wishes this year and for your generosity. We are very grateful 
and thank you for your continued support and partnership. Here’s to a smooth start to 2021 and another successful term 
ahead! 
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