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John the Baptist 
His Arrival into the World
In Jerusalem, there lived a married couple named Zechariah and Elizabeth. 
They had never been able to have children. 

                                                      One day, Zechariah was in the 
temple when suddenly, 
the Angel Gabriel 
appeared. Zechariah 
was scared but the angel 

told him not to be. Angel 
Gabriel said that Elizabeth 

would have a baby boy and he 
must be called John. The angel 

explained that John would be a 
good man who would lead people to the Lord. 

Zechariah thought that Elizabeth was too old to 
have a baby but Angel Gabriel told him that it 
would happen because he had been sent by God. 

As Zechariah still didn’t believe the news, he lost his 
speech and hearing until the baby was born. 

When the baby was born, Elizabeth told everyone that 
his name would be John. People thought the 
baby should be named after his father. 
Zechariah wrote the words, ‘His name is 
John.’ At that very moment, Zechariah 
could speak and hear again so he prayed 
to God to thank him.

John the Baptist
John grew to be a good man who 
said what he thought. He was 
very loyal to God. During his 
life, he told them to ask God 
to forgive them for any bad 
things they had done. People 
listened to John and wanted to be 
baptised by him as a way of doing this. 
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His Death
John said that King Herod should not have 
married his brother’s wife. Herod was very 
angry and put John in prison. Herod wanted 
to have him killed. The people thought that 
John had a special bond with God so Herod 
left him alone.

On Herod’s birthday, his wife’s daughter 
danced for him. She danced nicely so the king 
offered her anything she wanted. Her mother told 
her to ask for John to be killed.

John the Baptist

Did You Know? 
John baptised Jesus in the River Jordan.

Glossary 
baptised - when someone is dipped in water, symbolising purification or 
rebirth and their commitment to God
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Questions
1. What were John’s parents called?  

 

2. Who came to visit John’s father?  

 

3. What was he told would happen? 

 

 

4. Why did John’s father lose his speech and hearing for a while? 

 

 

5. Where did John baptise Jesus? 

 

6. Why did King Herod and his wife dislike John?  

 

 

John the Baptist
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Answers
1. What were John’s parents called? 

John’s parents were called Zechariah and Elizabeth. 

2. Who came to visit John’s father? 
Angel Gabriel came to visit John’s father.

3. What was he told would happen? 
He was told that Elizabeth would have a baby boy and he must be called John. 
The angel explained that John would be a good man who would lead people 
to the Lord. Angel Gabriel told him that the child had been sent by God. 

4. Why did John’s father lose his speech and hearing for a while? 
As Zechariah didn’t believe the angel’s news, he lost his 
speech and hearing until the baby was born.

5. Where did John baptise Jesus? 
John baptised Jesus in the River Jordan.

6. Why did King Herod and his wife dislike John?  
King Herod and his wife disliked John because he didn’t think they should be married.

John the Baptist
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John the Baptist 
His Arrival into the World
In a temple in Jerusalem, there lived an ageing, married couple named Zechariah 
and Elizabeth. They had never been able to have any children. People thought 
this was shameful. 

One day, Zechariah was in the 
temple praying when suddenly, 
the Angel Gabriel appeared to 
him. Zechariah was filled with 

fear but the angel said, “Do not 
be afraid. Your wife will have a son 
and you are to call him John. He will 

be a great man and lead many people 
to the Lord.” Because of his wife’s age, Zechariah 

could not believe the news. The angel explained that 
it would happen because he had been sent by God. As 

Zechariah had shown no faith, he would lose his speech 
and hearing until the baby was born. 

Mary, the mother of Jesus, and Elizabeth were pregnant with their babies at the 
same time. Mary visited Elizabeth and the baby in Elizabeth’s womb ‘leapt with 
joy’ when it heard Mary’s voice.

When the baby was born, Elizabeth told everyone that his name was John. 
People disagreed with this and said that the baby should be 
called Zechariah, after his father. Zechariah wrote on a 
wax tablet the words, ‘His name is John.’ At that 
moment, Zechariah was able to speak and hear 
again so he prayed to God to thank him. Angel 
Gabriel’s instructions had been followed.

John the Baptist
John grew to be a good man who spoke his 
mind. He gave his life to encouraging 
people to turn away from sin and turn 
to God for forgiveness. People listened 
to John and wanted to be baptised by 
him as a way of doing this.
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One day, Jesus came to the River Jordan to be baptised by John. John didn’t 
feel as if he was worthy enough to do such an important thing. John finally 
agreed and baptised Jesus. As soon as Jesus was baptised, he came up out of the 
water. Suddenly, Heaven opened and he saw the Spirit of God coming down like 
a dove. A voice from Heaven said, “This is my son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased.” Jesus was baptised as a way of showing others how to repent. He 
was confessing his sins on behalf of all people.

His Arrest
John said that King Herod should not have 
married his brother’s wife. Herod was very 
angry and had John arrested and put in 
prison. He wanted to have him killed but 
he was afraid to do this because everyone 
thought that John was a prophet.

Death
On Herod’s birthday, his wife’s daughter danced for him. He thought she was 
so wonderful that she could ask for anything she wanted. Encouraged by her 
mother, the girl asked for John to be beheaded. 

John the Baptist

Glossary 
prophet – a messenger of God 

repent – to feel or express regret for wrongdoings and saying sorry

to commit a sin – to do or think something bad
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Questions
1. Where did Zechariah and Elizabeth live?  

 

2. Why didn’t Zechariah believe Angel Gabriel when he was told his wife would have a baby?  
 

3. Who was expecting a baby at the same time as Elizabeth? 
 
 

4. What did people believe the baby should have been called? Why? 
 
 

5. Why did Jesus want to be baptised? 
 
 

6. Why did King Herod’s wife encourage her daughter to make the request to have John 
beheaded? Explain your reasoning. 
 
 

7. Describe John in 3 words, giving reasons for your choices. 
 
 

John the Baptist
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Answers
1. Where did Zechariah and Elizabeth live? 

Zechariah and Elizabeth lived in a temple in Jerusalem.

2. Why didn’t Zechariah believe Angel Gabriel when he was told his wife would have a baby? 
Zechariah didn’t believe that his wife would have a baby because 
of her age. He believed that she was too old to have a child.

3. Who was expecting a baby at the same time as Elizabeth? 
Mary, mother of Jesus, was expecting a baby at the same time as Elizabeth.

4. What did people believe the baby should have been called? Why? 
People believed that the baby should have been called Zechariah, after his father.

5. Why did Jesus want to be baptised? 
Jesus wanted to be baptised as a way of showing others how to 
repent. He was confessing his sins on behalf of all people.

6. Why did King Herod’s wife encourage her daughter to make the request to have John 
beheaded? Explain your reasoning. 
Various answers. I think that King Herod’s wife encouraged her daughter to make the 
request to have John beheaded because John disagreed with King Herod’s marriage.

7. Describe John in 3 words, giving reasons for your choices. 
Various answers, must be justified.

John the Baptist
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John the Baptist 
His Arrival into the World
In a temple in Jerusalem, there lived an old Jewish priest, Zechariah, who lived 
with his wife, Elizabeth. They had no children because of Elizabeth’s age. This 
was thought to be disgraceful.

One day, Zechariah was in the temple praying when suddenly, the Angel Gabriel 
appeared to him. Zechariah was filled with fear but the angel said, “Do not be 
afraid. Your wife will have a son and you are to call him John. He will be a great 
man and lead many people to the Lord.” Because of his wife’s age, Zechariah 
could not believe it. The angel explained that it would happen because he had 
been sent by God. However, because Zechariah had shown no faith, he would be 
mute and deaf until the child was born.

Mary, the mother of Jesus, was one of Elizabeth’s relatives and the two women 
were pregnant with their babies at the same time. Mary went to visit Elizabeth 
and the baby in Elizabeth’s womb ‘leapt with joy’ when it heard Mary’s voice.

When Elizabeth had given birth to her baby boy, the neighbours and relatives 
asked what she was going to call him. She replied, “John.” They replied, “But 
no one in your family is called John. He should be named after his father.” 
Zechariah wrote on a wax tablet the words, ‘His name is John.’ Immediately, he 
was able to speak and hear again so he prayed to God to thank him.

John the Baptist
John grew to be a strong and obedient man. He knew he had been born to be ‘set 
apart for God’ so he completely devoted his life to encouraging people to repent 
their sins and prepare for the coming of the Messiah. He wore a tunic of camel 
hair with a leather belt around his waist. Living alone in the desert wilderness 
of Judea, he ate only a diet of locusts and wild honey. 

John was not afraid to say what he thought. He had           
a voice of authority when he spoke, and he used it to         
tell people to turn away from sin and be baptised as 
a sign of repentance. People flocked to be baptised 
by him. He said, “I baptise you with water for 
repentance. But after me will come one who is 
more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not 
fit to carry. He will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire.”



Page 2 of 4

One day, Jesus came to the River Jordan to be baptised by John. John did not 
feel he was qualified to do such an important thing. John finally agreed and 
baptised Jesus. As soon as Jesus was baptised, he came up out of the water. 
Suddenly, Heaven opened and he saw the Spirit of God coming down like a        
dove. A voice from Heaven said, “This is my son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased.”

Why was Jesus baptised?
Jesus was baptised for a few reasons. He was confessing to sin on behalf of all 
the people, and by being baptised, he was setting an example to his followers. 
He was showing others how to repent themselves, announcing the start of his 
ministry and cleansing himself before starting to preach to the world.

His Arrest
John was faithful to God and committed to telling people they    
needed to confess and repent their sins. He was 
outspoken about his beliefs, and he had said 
that King Herod should not have married his 
brother’s wife. Herod was very angry and had 
John arrested, bound and put in prison. He 
really wanted to have him killed but he was 
afraid to do this because everyone thought 
John was a prophet.

Death
On Herod’s birthday, his wife’s daughter danced beautifully for him. He thought 
she was so wonderful that he gave her an oath saying she could ask for anything 
and he would give it to her. Encouraged and influenced by her mother, she said 
she wanted the head of John the Baptist on a platter. As Herod had made this 
oath in front of many guests, he had to agree. John was then beheaded in 
prison. His head was taken to the girl on a platter, and she victoriously gave it 
to her mother.

John the Baptist

Glossary 
prophet – a messenger of God 
repent – to feel or express regret for wrongdoings and saying sorry
to commit a sin – to do or think something bad
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Questions
1. How did Zechariah feel when the Angel Gabriel first appeared to him? Give evidence for 

your answer.  
 
 

2. Why didn’t Zechariah believe the news? 
 
 

3. Why do you think Elizabeth’s baby ‘leapt with joy’ upon hearing Mary’s voice? Explain 
your reasoning.  
 
 

4. How did Elizabeth and Zechariah follow the Angel Gabriel’s instruction? 
 
 

5. Why did Zechariah write on a wax tablet to communicate the baby’s name?  
 
 

6. ‘One day, Jesus came to the River Jordan to be baptised by John. John did not feel he was 
qualified to do such an important thing.’ Why do you think John felt like this? Explain 
your reasoning. 
 
 
 

7. ‘On Herod’s birthday, Herod offered his wife’s daughter anything she wished. Encouraged 
by her mother, she said she wanted the head of John the Baptist on a platter.’ Why do you 
think the girl was encouraged to make this request? Explain your reasoning. 
 
 
 

8. Explain the phrase ‘set apart for God’ in relation to John. 

 

 

Extension Task - Find out more about what happens during a Christian baptism today.

John the Baptist
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Answers
1. How did Zechariah feel when the Angel Gabriel first appeared to him? Give evidence for 

your answer. 
When the Angel Gabriel first appeared to him, the text states ‘Zechariah 
was filled with fear’, meaning that Zechariah was frightened.

2. Why didn’t Zechariah believe the news? 
Zechariah didn’t believe the news that his wife was going to have a baby because 
of her age. He thought that she was too old to be able to have a child. 

3. Why do you think Elizabeth’s baby ‘leapt with joy’ upon hearing Mary’s voice? Explain 
your reasoning. 
Various answers. I think Elizabeth’s baby ‘leapt with joy’ upon hearing Mary’s 
voice as the baby knew that the voice belonged to the mother of Jesus.

4. How did Elizabeth and Zechariah follow the Angel Gabriel’s instruction? 
Elizabeth and Zechariah followed the Angel Gabriel’s instruction by 
naming the baby John instead of naming him after his father.

5. Why did Zechariah write on a wax tablet to communicate the baby’s name? 
Zechariah wrote on a wax tablet to communicate the baby’s name because 
he was mute for not having believed that his wife would have a child.

6. ‘One day, Jesus came to the River Jordan to be baptised by John. John did not feel he was 
qualified to do such an important thing.’ Why do you think John felt like this? Explain 
your reasoning. 
Various answers. I think that John felt he wasn’t qualified to 
baptise Jesus as John believed him to be the Messiah.

7. ‘On Herod’s birthday, Herod offered his wife’s daughter anything she wished. Encouraged 
by her mother, she said she wanted the head of John the Baptist on a platter.’ Why do you 
think the girl was encouraged to make this request? Explain your reasoning. 
Various answers. I think the girl was encouraged by her mother to request John’s head 
on a platter because John had disagreed with her mother’s marriage to King Herod.

8. Explain the phrase ‘set apart for God’ in relation to John. 
Various answers. The phrase ‘set apart for God’ means that God had a specific 
purpose for John. John felt he had been born into the world to encourage 
people to repent their sins and prepare for the coming of the Messiah.

John the Baptist


