
 

 

 

    

      

                                       

 
  
         

    
 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 

We hope you had a wonderful family 

Christmas and got lots of rest! Any 

questions please come and speak to one 

of us as we are always happy to help! 

Year 2 staff: Mrs Hemming, Mrs LB, Mrs 

Harris 

 
 

Important Days 
Wednesday & Friday 

PE lessons – full kits needed with trainers. 

Dance and Games this half term 
 

Tuesday 

Maths in the woods when possible - wellies and 

coats essential 

Friday 
Mathletics, Reading Eggs and Spellings homework 

set to be completed by the following Friday. 

We will be aiming to do as many of our lessons 

outside this half-term. Please make sure your 

child comes to school with warm clothes every 

day.  

 

 
RE  

Our topic this half-term is ‘The Good News’. Our topic wills start by reflecting on the Children’s experiences over Christmas and talking 

about their Christmas family traditions. We will then be looking at a few bible scriptures over the half term. Our first story will be Jairus’s 

daughter. The story will help children to reflect on how Jesus turned sadness into joy. We will then study the story of the 10 Lepers which 

will teach the children that we should always say Thank You to Jesus for his help. Our final story that we will learn this half term will be 

the Feeding of the Five Thousand. We will be taking part in lots of drama and art over the half term in our RE lessons!  

 
English 

Over this half-term our reading and writing learning will be based on the book that is linked to our topic – Oliver Twist and Vlad and the 

Florence Nightingale Adventure. Oliver Twist will be an exciting short novel for Year 2, we have chosen a child-friendly version which is 

aimed at KS1 children but will still have some of the important features of life as a Victorian child. Year 2 have already met Vlad when we 

completed the topic of The Great Fire of London. This time, we will see Vlad the Flea and Boxton the Rat experience life in the Scutari 

Hospital with Florence Nightingale. We are sure the children will enjoy both of these books as we delve into our new topic.  

Over the next few weeks we will be learning skills such as learning about paragraphs, headings, how to write using direct speech and learn 

how to use different tenses when writing. As always, we will be focussing on handwriting, spellings and will be learning how to use suffixes 

and prefixes. We will be doing a lot of reading around the subject as children will learn new vocabulary as we move through the topic. 

We will be continuing with spelling tests on a Friday and Reading Eggs tasks will also be set. We will also be continuing with our daily Phonics 

lessons working on the Sounds Write programme.  
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Mathematics 
This half term we will kick off our maths learning by looking at the maths vocabulary linked to multiplication and division. We will be making 

links back to our learning in Reception and Year one and thinking about opportunities where we might multiply and divide in our daily lives. 

We will then learn how to complete word problems using multiplication and division and using arrays to help us. During the half term we will 

be focusing on 2-, 5- and 10-times table and applying these in reasoning questions.  We will then move on to looking at halving and doubling 

numbers past 100. At the end of the half term, we will start to look at statistics. We will be learning how to create a tally chart and a 

pictogram and interpreting data from the graphs we draw. Over the half term we will be weaving our maths skills into all our subjects as 

part of our catch-up program. Please continue to make sure your child completes their Mathletics homework each week as it supports what 

we are learning in class each week. 

 

DT 
This half term we will be learning how to sew! This module will link nicely to the Victorians as we are going to focus on sewing either a small 

sock for a poor Victorian child, or a simple game that a child from the Victorian era might have used. We will start by researching what 

Victorian children would have used sewing for, followed by practising how to use a running stitch to sew two pieces of material together. 

We will be decorating our final products with very simple pieces of equipment in keeping with the Victorian theme. Year 2 will evaluate 

their work at the end of the topic by completing a self-evaluation form.  

 

 

 
 

Computing 
This half-term we will be linking our computing curriculum to our Victorian topic. We will be building on the programming skills that the 

children worked on last half term on Scratch and also using a new program called Alex.  Children will develop their own codes and create 

sounds for their Sprites. This half term we will be using iPads to find a variety of sources of information to gather facts for our Victorian 

topic. We will also be revisiting how to stay safe on line at the start of our computing topic.  
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PE 
This half term the children will have a PE partner session on a Friday morning. During these sessions children will be learning new skills in 

their lessons. We will be learning how to negotiate space, work as a team and learn new tactics for the games we play. We will be continuing 

to encourage the children to use some of their games they learn in PE, to play at break and lunch times with their peers in their bubble. 

During our other PE session, the children will be learning new dance skills that build on the sequences we learnt last half term. We will be 

teaching the children a dance linked to Oliver Twist! Watch this space!  

 
 Science 

This half-term we are looking at living things and will be working scientifically. Year 2 will learn how to identify and name a variety of 

common animals (birds, fish,  amphibians, reptiles, mammals and invertebrates). We will be looking at animals and their young and 

babies/parents. We will focus on how humans resemble their parents in many ways and Year 2 will be completing a small case study to work 

on at home. We will be working scientifically by finding answers to problems and using observations to suggest answers to scientific 

problems.  
 

 

Homework 
This half-term we have put a new homework grid on our class page that we would like you to access at your own leisure throughout the half 

term. The tasks link to all our curriculum areas so it would be beneficial for your child to complete all the challenges before the end of the 

half term. We would love the children to share anything special that they complete in their homework challenges with us in class. Please send 

work in with your child and we will celebrate their achievements as a class. 

Reading - The children will have two books sent home every other week linked to our Sounds Write phonics programme. We will also be setting 

weekly challenges on Reading Eggs for your children to access.  

Mathletics tasks will be set every Friday. The tasks will be set according to what the children have been learning that week during their 

Maths and KIRF lessons.  

Spelling Tests will continue on a Friday, set in both books and on Spelling Shed. 

 

Topic  

New topic – The Victorians  
Last half term the children loved the history side to our topic so we have decided to have a history focus to our topic this half term. We will 

start our topic by looking at a selection of pictures from the Victorian era. Children will make predictions about what they think the topic is 

and why. We will also encourage them to make links to precious topics during their time at St Joseph’s. We will then complete a wordsearch 

and vocabulary challenge to build a bank of new words linked to the Victorians. Children will then have the opportunity to ask questions about 

the Victorians, complete a reading around the subject challenge as well as exploring different sources of information on the iPads. Our 

Geography lesson this half term will give the children the opportunity to use maps of our school grounds to explore and find different facts 

linked to the Victorians and also look at basic coordinates. We will end our topic by studying the life of Florence Nightingale and Isambard 

Kingdom Brunel and why they were significant. We will create fact files about them and complete some drama linked to life in Victorian 

Britain. 

 

Ways to Help Your Child 
As we learn so much at school, any extra that you can do at home is a bonus. At the same time, we feel that the best help you can give them is 

learning in their natural environment, and giving them experiences that support our learning in each topic. For example, this half term you could 

get your child to create a Victorian school at home and teach their sibling like a Victorian teacher would have done!  You could also look at 

artifacts from the Victorian era and the toys that Victorian children use to play with. Maybe you could create some outdoor maths questions 

linked to our learning journey in maths this half term and bring them in to complete as a class.   

We would ideally like you to read your school books with your child at least twice a week - focusing on questioning and making predictions in 

what they are reading. As going to the library is difficult at the moment, try and read a variety of books online. We really like Oxford Owls 

resource bank of free online books. Here is the website to check it out - https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/  

Please come and see a member of Year 2 if you would like any support in helping your child at home. 

 

 

PSHE 
This half-term we will be continuing with our topic of Boys, Girls and Families’. Last half-term Year 2 learnt about the biological differences 

between male and female animals and their role in the life cycle, this half-term we will learn the biological differences between male and 

female children - how we grow from young to old growing and changing along the way. We will focus on how we all need to be cared for in some 

capacity and how our family and home-life is very special. Year 2 will learn that they have roles and responsibilities at home and at school and 

we will be discussing what makes us all special.   
 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/

