
Computing 

This half term in Computing, we will complete and evaluate their iMovie projects and consider the quality of the films. we will then move 
on to coding where we will think about the need for coding within computing equipment such as iPads and computers and when else we use 
coding in our day to day lives. We will do this physically first, giving each other instructions on how to get to a certain location or draw a 
certain picture so that we understand the need to be extremely clear with our instructions (code). This will lead us on to thinking about 
efficient coding. We will set IF conditions for movements and use our mathematical knowledge of degrees to specify types of rotation 
and we will use variables and functions to make efficient code. Finally, we will move on to using IF THEN ELSE conditions to control ob-

jects more precisely. We will be using a range of apps and programs to do this, examples including Swift Playgrounds and A.L.E.X 
(A.L.E.X. can be downloaded at home). Keep checking our web page to see what we get up to in Computing. Online safety will be a focus 

throughout all Computing lessons. If you would like any resources to support your child with online safety, please ask! 

English 

Our class novel this half term is “The Explorer” by Katherine Rundell which is set in the Amazon Rainforest. As you can see, this has 
been the inspiration for our class topic! All of our English lessons, both reading and writing, will be based on our class novel. We will de-
velop our narrative writing including diary entries and description and will continue to develop our use of figurative language. We will also 
further develop using evidence in our answers to justify our inferences. We will continue to develop our spelling, punctuation and gram-
mar skills (SPAG) and will learn about subordinating conjunctions (in subordinate clauses) and relative pronouns (in relative clauses). We 
will continue to revise areas that we need to develop in—such as the use of the comma for fronted adverbials. To help at home, please listen 

to your child read and read to your child frequently.  They should have a school reading book and a reading for pleasure book.  

RE  

In RE this half term, we will learn about the many inspirational people from all walks around the world that lived the way Jesus inspires 
us to live each day. We will reflect on what it means to be an inspirational person and what qualities and traits these inspirational people 
had. We will also make links to how the command ‘Love our neighbour’ informs our behaviour and actions. During this half term, we will be 
exploring the meaning of being a true disciple and will think about how we can live this out in our daily lives. We will learn about individu-
als (past and present) who are an inspiration to us. Throughout the half term, we will reflect on how we can serve others at home, school, 

locally and globally with a renewed focus of Live Simply at the forefront.  

 

 

 

 Themed Half Term: Explorers 
Year 5 

On behalf of all the Year 5 staff last term, 
I’d like to thank all the children and their 
parents for the beautiful cards, well wishes 
and thoughtful gifts we received for    
Christmas - we are always overwhelmed by 
the kindness and generosity shown. We hope 
you had a wonderful Christmas and wish you 
a very happy and peaceful new year!  
 

Year 5 Staff: Miss Waite & Miss 
Quenby 

If you have any queries or concerns you would 
like to discuss, please contact the office to 
arrange a telephone call or an appointment with 
me.  

 Important Dates 
 

 
 
 

Mondays 
All homework due in and reset. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Thursdays 
Swimming at Wetherby Leisure Centre (starts 
Thurs 14th Jan). Children must come to school 
with their swim wear underneath their PE kit. 

 

 

 

Friday 
Diaries due in: signed with reading & KIRFs   
recorded 
 

PE is on  Friday.  Your child must come to school 
in their PE kit (suitable for any weathers). 
Please ensure your child has indoor pumps and 
outdoor wellies in school. 

Mathematics 

In Maths this half term, we will begin by revising previous learning from Year 4 on decimal numbers (this includes compare decimal num-
bers and rounding decimal numbers). We will then continue with decimal numbers in the Year 5 curriculum where we begin to recognise 
and use thousandths. We will use our knowledge and understnading of decimals to continue with multiplying and dividing by 10, 100, 1000 
and beyond and will then move on to learning written methods for multiplication and division. Towards the end of the half term, we will 
focus on the possible gaps in our learning from Year 4 in ‘Fractions’ where we will think about what fractions are, recognise and show 
equivalent fractions and discuss fractions greater than 1. We will then identify, name and write equivalent fractions and will recognise 
mixed numbers and improper fractions and begin to convert from one form to the other. To help your child at home, please continue to 
work on quick mental addition, subtraction, multiplication and division as well as being able to quickly recall multiples and factors of a 
given number. If you require any resources to support with this, please ask! 

Science  

This half term we will continue with our topic of Materials where we will explore solutions and how to recover substances from a solution. 
We will create our own solutions using water and salt and will explore the terms ‘dissolving’ and ‘disappearing’. We will then consider how 
we can recover the salt from the solution and will observe this over a number of days.  We will compare and group everyday materials on 
the basis of their properties, such as their hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity and response to magnets. The children will 
apply their Maths skills to do so using Venn diagrams and classification keys. The children will then explore reversible changes some more 
and will describe how to recover a substance from a solution, e.g. salt water. We will then use our Computing skills to record our results 
using scientific diagrams and labels.   
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Design Technology 

In DT this half term, we will link our learning to our topic. We will begin by tasting foods that originate from the Americas and rating 
them based on taste and nutrition. We will have a focus on a healthy and balanced diet through our cooking project so will always be look-
ing for the healthiest option. We will become Explorers as we learn about the journey of a banana and where a range of foods originate 

from. We will then develop our skills and techniques in cutting, slicing, chopping and dicing before we create our own savoury dish in-
spired by the Americas. We will learn about the TexMex style of food and where it originates from. Year 5 will have the chance to cre-

ate their own savoury dish, evaluate it based on taste and nutrition and then refine their recipe.  

Topic: Explorers 

This half term, our topic is called “Explorers” with a Geography focus on North and South America. We will begin with naming and locat-
ing the countries of both continents whilst embedding our map skills through a fun orienteering activity. We will also explore the human 
and physical features and will develop a deep understanding of two particular locations in North and South America: the United States 

of America and Brazil. We will also develop their ‘sticky knowledge’ of knowing the world’s continents and oceans. Throughout the Spring 
term, we are renewing our focus on ‘Living Simply’ and this provides us an opportunity to look at one of the most wonderful physical fea-
tures in the world: The Amazon Rainforest (which is the setting of our class novel). We will make links to previous learning in Year 3 and 
will learn more about the structure of the rainforest, the purpose of each layer and the importance of rainforests in our world. We will 
also explore the cultural diversity of Brazil during History, where we will learn about the Carnival in Rio de Janeiro. This will link to our 

learning in Music which is also linked to our topic this half term. We will consider the possibilities and limitations for human activity with-
in locations based on their physical characteristics. We will then further explore the geographical similarities and differences between a 
countries in North America, South America, Europe and the UK. We will use statistics and data to support this and will be able to draw 

clear conclusions of a range of locations based on this comparative study. We really are going to become Explorers! Please keep checking 
our class webpage to see all of the fun and exciting things we get up to in class!  

PSHE 

This half term, Year 5 will begin their Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) programme. They will learn how everyone is special and created in 
God’s image and will reflect on the physical and emotional changes that have occurred in their life already, e.g. learning to crawl, talk, eat etc. 

They will read the book “Angel in the Water” by Regina Doman to reinforce the message that we are all created by God and in His image. Year 5 
will then learn about the physical and emotional changes that will soon take place as they move to maturity and go through puberty. This will link to 

the Sacraments and how these coincide with the natural stages of our lives. They will learn about how to take care of themselves, the male and 
reproductive system and will also explore relationships (friendships, changing feelings, developing confidence and changes that can happen in life). 

Homework 
In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 
 
 

 Mathletics/Spelling Shed/Reading Eggs tasks are set on a Monday and due the following Monday. 

 Reading 4 times per week for 15 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina. 

 Research projects and other occasional homework tasks linked to our Topics this half term (some may be linked to the homework 
grid on the website). 

 

 

Please visit the Homework section at the bottom of the Year 5 web page on our school website to find optional tasks to support your 
child’s learning this half term. 
 

 

Our homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

Parent/guardian support at home is invaluable in your child’s learning and at our school we are so thankful and grateful for 
the excellent support you provide. Please continue to support your child at home, particularly with their reading, spellings 
and KIRFs. For this half term, your child must read their school reading book 4x a week for at least 15 minutes at a time. 
Please ensure that your child is reading aloud as well as independently as this helps their understanding and comprehen-

sion of what they are reading. It is also beneficial for your child to hear an adult reading aloud to them. This is proven to 
support children with reading fluency and enjoyment for reading too. We ask that your child has their homework diary 

and reading book in school with them every day. 

In Year 5, we encourage our pupils to develop their independence so we ask that your child completes their home-
work diary independently each week, this includes recording their reading, KIRFs and homework, before being 

signed by a parent/guardian at the end of the week. 

PE 

Year 5 have been extremely patient and the wait is finally over! They will start their weekly swimming lessons where they will develop 
their confidence, skills and strength in the water with the aim of swimming up to 100m unaided. They will use breast stroke, front crawl 

and back crawl and will learn to ensure that their breathing is correct to keep the pattern of swimming uninterrupted. They will also 
learn a range of safety skills in the water and will learn how to keep themselves safe in the water. I know that Year 5 are going to love 

their swimming lessons and I can’t wait to see them all become more confident and strong in the water. 

MFL 

In MFL, we will continue to develop our listening skills through listening to spoken language in French and show understanding by joining in 
and responding. We will link our learning in French to our DT topic and will learn how to talk about food. We will begin with a vocabulary 
focus so that we can learn the vocabulary needed. We will then work on translating sentences from French to English and write our own 

sentences in French before using all of our learning to translate a passage from French to English. It’s going to be a half term filled with 
physically active and fun learning, especially seeing as the best way to learn is by having fun!  

Music 

Our learning in Music this half term will link to our class topic again. We will learn about the Brazilian culture in South America and the 
history of Samba. We will explore rhythms and learn some key musical vocabulary: minim, crotchet and quaver. This will be building on 

previous learning in Year 4. We will develop our own rhythms inspired by Samba and will have a chance to perform them to our peers and 
also evaluate our peers’ performances. A Samba filled half term!  


