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Welcome back! I hope you had a 

fantastic Christmas break. This 

half term, the ever-changing 

environment will be our learning 

focus. I am certain that the 

children will really enjoy our new 

topic: Extreme Earth.  

 

If you have any queries or concerns 

about your child’s progress or well-

being, please do not hesitate to 

make an after-school appointment 

to speak to me. 

 

 

Important Days 

Wednesday and Friday 

PE lessons – full kits needed with 

trainers. Until further notice, 

children should wear their full PE kits 

on these days. 

 

Friday 

Homework due and reading diaries 

should be signed by parents. Spelling 

tests will take place on Fridays. 

 

Children should bring their reading 

diaries and school books into school 

every day. 

Please label all uniform. 

RE 

In RE, the children will develop their knowledge and understanding of the Mass. They will reflect on the 

importance of Sunday and why Catholics go to Mass. They will learn about the different parts of the Mass 

like the Liturgy of the Word, the offertory, words of consecration and sign of peace. 

English 

Our theme of ‘Extreme Earth’ runs throughout our English learning. We will be exploring the book ‘Escape from Pompeii’ by 

Christina Balit. We will engage with the text through discussion and drama and the children will have the opportunity to 

articulate their ideas about the text using increasingly varied vocabulary. After becoming familiar with the text, the children 

will plan, draft, edit and present their own narratives. We will then focus on poetry. Our inspiration will come from extreme 

climates and weather phenomena and we will use personification and onomatopoeia to bring our poems to life. 

Following this, we will discuss different perspectives of character’s caught up in a devastating storm. We will 

spend time exploring the features of diary entries before writing our own. 

Spellings this half term will be given out on the first Tuesday of the half term. These spellings are available 

for the children to learn on Spelling Shed.  

Mathematics 

At the start of this half term, children will develop their multiplication and division understanding. We will learn our 

multiplication tables up to 12x12. Our learning also includes solving worded problems and working on our mathematical 

reasoning skills. Later on in the half term, we will explore factor pairs and efficient multiplication methods. 

We will learn to multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit number using a formal written 

layout. Following our multiplication and division work, we will be finding the area of rectilinear shapes and we 

will start working with fractions. We will count in tenths and hundredths and we will learn to recognise 

equivalent fractions too.  

Science 

This half term we will be learning about living things and their habitats. We will be grouping living things in a 

variety of ways and learning about how they adapted to their habitats. Do they have wings? Do they breathe 

through their lungs? We will be using classification keys to help us identify and name vertebrates and 

invertebrates found in the local and wider environment. We will investigate our local area and focus on 

environmental changes and dangers. We will reflect on our own contributions and discuss how we can support 

our local habitats or endangered animals. 

DT 

In our DT project, we will become engineers as we explore the different techniques used to 

construct buildings that can withstand extreme weather conditions as well as earthquakes. 

We will build model earthquake-proof buildings and measure their movement during a 

simulated earthquake. We will adjust and refine our designs as we work and evaluate how 

well our buildings did under adverse conditions. 
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Computing 

This half term, we will become meteorologists! Using Keynote and iMovie, the children will prepare and 

present their own weather forecasts. By exploring some of the advanced features of the apps, we will 

combine text, images, audio and video for effect. We will work on our presenting skills as we describe and 

analyse weather data and choose fitting animations to our forecasts. 

MFL 

This half term, as part of our French learning, we will be extending our vocabulary about places, clothes, 

colours and numbers. We will explore shops and places around town and discuss clothes we can buy in stores 

and garments worn at fashion shows. We will also learn more about French culture and everyday life. 

Music 

In music, we will use Benjamin Britten’s Storm interlude as inspiration. We will listen to and describe his 

piece of music and create our stormy seascapes as we listen to the orchestra play. We will imitate sounds of 

a storm on the sea through portraying the natural phenomena with our music. The children will be given the 

opportunity to try a range of percussion instruments as they create their own compositions. 

PE 

In PE, the children will be focusing on developing and sequencing their movements. They will be practising 

gymnastics and dance. They will be improving their strength and stamina to be able to hold positions and 

perform dance moves. They will also work on their observation and communication skills. 

PSHE 

In PSHE, we will explore the topic of how we can keep safe and manage risks in different situations. At the 

beginning of term, we will focus on online safety and gaming habits, considering age classification systems 

and why they are in place. Later on, we will be assessing risks in our local environment, near roads, water or 

building sites. The children will also explore emergency first aid procedures and how to ask for help from a 

range of emergency services.  

Topic - Geography 

‘Extreme Earth’ 

Our topic is linked to Geography this half term. We will learn about our environment and the 

power of nature. We will investigate how volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis are associated 

with the moving tectonic plates. We will also investigate the ways in which natural disasters 

have impacted environments and communities. We will discuss a range of environmental issues 

and how human activity can impact on the world we live in.  

Homework 

In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 

• Mathletics/ Spelling Shed tasks  

• Reading Eggs 

• Reading the school reading books 3-4 times per week for 15 minutes, minimum, but longer reading time is 

preferable to build reading stamina 

• Research projects  

Homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, we consider that strong school-parent links are an essential part of ensuring our 

pupils achieve their potential. We really appreciate the support you give your children at home in order to help them with 

their learning. 

 

Please ensure that you listen to your child reading their school reading book and write each time you listen in their 

homework diaries; listening to your child will improve their reading ability compared to leaving them to read alone. In addition, 

your child will have an advantage in English if you read a book to them regularly. 

 

The children’s KIRF target this half term is to find fractions of objects, shapes, lengths and amounts. Counting in tenths and 

hundredths can also help children with converting fractions to decimals. By the end of year 4, the children also need to be 

able to recall their times tables and division facts up to 12x12. These facts are important to support learning in other areas 

of their maths learning so please ensure to practise these regularly. As always, support given to children at home is invaluable 

and if you need any support with this please ask. 
 


