
 

 

Year Group: 4 

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Half Term Overview Planner 

Spring 1 2020-2021 

Theme: Extreme Earth 

 

Teacher: Miss A. Hegedüs 

 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4  Week 5 

Assessment 

Week 

Week 6 

 

RE 

 

Celebrating 

the Mass 

To describe the ways in 

which Sunday is a 

special day and give 

reasons for why it is 

special. 

 

We will discuss how God 

asks us to keep one day 

each week as a special 

day. We will think about 

why Sunday is special 

and how we can make 

Sunday a special day of 

worship. 

English core skills: 

Writing a letter 

Burn2Learn 

To know why 

Catholics go to 

Mass. 

 

We will reflect on 

how important it is 

to go to Mass as 

Catholics. 

English core skills: 

Using expanded 

noun phrases 

Burn2Learn 

To understand what 

happens at the 

beginning of Mass and 

why we say ‘sorry’. 

 

We will discuss the 

different parts of 

Mass and reflect on 

the important, sacred 

moments. 

English core skills: 

Sequencing events  

 

To understand the 

importance of the 

Readings at Mass 

and reflect on how 

we listen to God’s 

Word. 

 

We will reflect on 

the fact that we 

are called to carry 

on Jesus’s work in 

the world. 

English core skills: 

Retrieving and 

interpreting 

information 

To know what 

happens at the 

Offertory and 

the 

Consecration. 

Reflect on the 

offerings we can 

make. 

English core 

skills: Creating a 

labelled diagram 

 

To know that it is 

Jesus we receive in 

Holy Communion and 

reflect on this 

great gift. 

 

We will explore 

paintings of the 

Last Supper and 

discuss how bread 

and wine become 

the body and blood 

of Christ. 

English core skills: 

Writing a diary 

entry 

English 

 

Writing to 

Entertain 

 

Class text:  

Escape from 

Pompeii by 

Christina Balit 

Text types: 

Writing a narrative 

Milestone 2: To discuss writing similar to that 

which they are planning to write in order to 

understand and learn from its structure and 

vocabulary. 

We will start our English learning by exploring 

narratives. Focusing on characters, setting and 

the plot of stories. We will be writing sensory 

descriptions conveying the atmosphere in 

Pompeii and how it changes throughout the 

story. 

Poetry 

Milestone 2: To learn from text structure, 

vocabulary and grammar. 

Milestone 2: To understand the grammatical 

differences between the plural and possessive 

-s. 

We will explore, interpret and respond to 

poetry. We will explore how language and 

structural devices are used in poetry to create 

powerful imagery. Our inspiration will come 

from extreme climates and weather phenomena 

Features of a diary 

entry  

Milestone 2: To 

make the 

appropriate choice 

of pronoun or noun 

to aid cohesion.  

We will spend time 

exploring the 

features of a diary 

entry.  

Writing a diary 

entry 

 

Milestone 2: To 

plan and write. 

Milestone 2: To 

edit and 

improve. 

We will be 

writing our 

diary entries 



-narrative 

(setting, 

character, 

plot) 

-poetry 

-diary entry 

 

Burn2Learn 

opportunities 

used in 

various ways 

throughout 

the lessons 

e.g. beach ball 

bonanza, 

spelling 

aerobics, 

curriculum 

cups, 

whiteboard 

workout, 

treasure hunt, 

vocabulary 

bingo, 

vocabulary 

basketball 

 

Milestone 2: To compose and rehearse 

sentences orally.  

We will prepare a drama performance based on 

the book. We will retell the events and focus 

on how we can act out the key sequence of 

events and add extra detail about character 

feelings. 

 

Milestone 2: To plan writing by discussing and 

recording ideas. 

Milestone 2: To use noun phrases expanded by 

the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and 

prepositional phrases. 

Milestone 2: To use paragraphs to organise 

ideas around a theme. 

Milestone 2: To edit and improve. 

We will be developing our ideas for our own 

descriptive narratives and plan our stories to 

write. We will also create a visual story plan to 

help us at the planning stage. Afterwards, we 

will edit and improve our work. 

Milestone 2: To draft and write in narratives, 

creating settings, characters and plot with 

consideration to the audience and purpose. 

and we will use personification and 

onomatopoeia to bring our poems to life. We 

will play with the figurative language, compose 

and perform our own poetry. 

Milestone 2: To confidently read our writing 

aloud using appropriate intonation and 

controlling tone and volume so that the meaning 

is clear. 

 

Milestone 2: To plan and write. 

Milestone 2: To edit and improve. 

We will be assessing the effectiveness of our 

own and others’ writing and suggesting 

improvements.  

 

 

 

Assessment week: 

SPaG, reading 

comprehension. 

 

and assessing 

the 

effectiveness 

of our own and 

others’ writing 

and suggesting 

improvements.  

 

Mathematics 

Number: 

Multiplication 

and Division 

Measurement: 

Area 

Number: 

Fractions 

Links made to 

our Extreme 

Earth theme 

Multiplication and 

Division 

 

Multiply and divide by 6, 

7, 9. 

Milestone 2: To count in 

multiples of 6,7,9. 

  

11 and 12 times-table 

Milestone 2: To recall 

multiplication and 

Multiplication and Division 

 

Factor pairs 

Milestone 2: To recognise and use factor pairs and 

commutativity. 

 

Efficient multiplication 

Milestone 2: To use place value and known and 

derived facts to multiply and divide. 

 

Written method 

Area 

 

Counting 

squares 

Milestone 2: 

To find the 

area of 

rectilinear 

shapes by 

counting 

squares. 

Fractions 

 

Tenths and 

hundredths 

Milestone 2: To 

count up and 

down in tenths 

and hundredths. 

To recognise 

that tenths 

arise when 

Fractions 

 

Equivalent 

fractions 

Milestone 2: To 

recognise and 

show, using 

diagrams, families 

of common 

equivalent 

fractions. 



through 

worded 

problems. 

Burn2Learn 

opportunities 

used in 

various ways 

throughout 

the lessons 

e.g. treasure 

hunt, 

whiteboard 

workout, 

finger fit, 

post-it 

forward, hoop 

hop 

division facts for 

multiplication tables up 

to 12x12. 

 

 

Milestone 2: To multiply two-digit and three-digit 

numbers by a one-digit number using a formal 

written layout. 

 

Problem-solving 

Milestone 2: To solve problems involving multiplying 

and adding, including using the distributive law to 

multiply two digit numbers by one digit numbers, 

integer scaling problems and harder correspondence 

problems. 

 

 

Making shapes 

and comparing 

area 

Milestone 2: 

To estimate, 

compare and 

calculate 

different 

measures. 

 

 

dividing an 

object by ten 

and hundredths 

by hundred. 

 

 

Assessment 

week – 

arithmetic, 

problem-solving. 

Fractions greater 

than 1 

Science 

 

Living Things 

and Their 

Habitats 

Grouping Living Things 

 

Milestone 2: To  

recognise that living 

things can be grouped in 

a variety of ways. 

Children will initially 

revisit the 7 life 

processes living 

organisms share, using 

the mnemonic ‘Mrs 

Gren’. 

Milestone 2: Ask 

relevant questions. 

Children will generate 

questions around the 

topic. 

We will sort animals into 

different diagrams 

Classifying 

Vertebrates 

 

Milestone 2: To 

explore and use 

classification keys 

to help group, 

identify and 

name a variety of 

living things in their 

local and wider 

environment. 

We will use 

classification keys 

and identify 

vertebrates by 

observing their 

similarities and 

differences. 

Invertebrate Hunt 

 

Milestone 2: To 

explore and use 

classification keys to 

help group, identify 

and 

name a variety of living 

things in their local and 

wider environment. 

We will use 

classification keys to 

identify invertebrates 

found in the local 

environment. 

English core skills: 

Using apostrophes (for 

possession and 

contraction) 

Classification Keys 

 

Milestone 2: To 

explore and use 

classification keys 

to help group, 

identify and 

name a variety of 

living things in their 

local and wider 

environment. 

We will gather and 

record data about a 

variety of living 

things and their 

habitats. We will 

then create our 

classification keys. 

Burn2Learn 

Local Habitat 

Survey 

 

Milestone 2: 

Recognise that 

environments can 

change and that 

this can 

sometimes pose 

dangers and have 

an impact on 

living things. 

We will 

investigate the 

local area and 

focus on any 

changes or 

dangers present. 

We will reflect 

on our own 

Environmental 

Changes 

 

Milestone 2: 

Recognise that 

environments can 

change and that 

this can sometimes 

pose dangers and 

have an impact on 

living things. 

We will learn about 

endangered animals 

and their habitats 

as we explore how 

the changes in the 

environment affect 

living things. 



using a range of criteria. 

Burn2Learn  

Maths core skills: Using 

Venn diagrams 

 

Making 

links/connections: 

We will reflect on the 

children’s previous 

learning on habitats in 

earlier year groups. 

English core skills: 

Punctuating 

questions 

Milestone 2: To 

identify 

differences, 

similarities or 

changes related to 

simple scientific 

ideas and 

processes. 

Milestone 2: Use 

straightforward 

scientific evidence to 

answer questions or 

to support his/her 

findings. 

Maths core skills: 

Record and present 

data 

 

 

positive and 

negative 

contributions and 

come up with 

helpful ideas to 

support our local 

habitats. 

Maths core 

skills: Record 

and present data 

Assessment 

week. 

English core skills: 

Writing a non-

chronological report 

 

Computing 

 

Communicate 

ideas using 

advanced 

features of 

applications 

Describing and analysing 

the weather 

Milestone 1: Use simple 

databases. 

We will be describing 

and analysing the local 

weather forecasts and 

what makes them 

effective. 

Maths core skills: Using 

databases  

Preparing a weather forecast 

Milestone 2: Use some of the advanced features of applications and 

devices to communicate ideas, work or messages professionally. 

We will use Keynote to prepare our weather forecasts. We will include 

locations, time and date, temperatures and various animations. 

English core skills: Using adjectives and weather specific vocabulary 

Giving a television-style weather 

forecast 

Milestone 2: Use some of the 

advanced features of applications and 

devices to communicate ideas, work or 

messages professionally. 

With iMovie, we will present and 

record our weather forecasts in front 

of a green screen, using our Keynote 

presentations and weather data. 

English core skills: Delivering 

presentations 

History 

Romans 

 

Investigate 

and interpret 

the past 

We will investigate how society was 

structured in ancient Rome.  

English core skills: Making inferences 

Milestone 2: To use evidence to ask 

questions and find answers to questions 

about the past. 

 

We will investigate and research what daily life was 

like for the ancient Romans. We will also link this to 

their effect on their environment. 

English core skills: Reading comprehension 

Milestone 2: Describe the characteristic features 

of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 

experiences of men, women and children. 

We will learn about what the ancient 

Romans did for entertainment. Maths 

core skills: Record information using a 

Venn diagram 

Milestone 2: Describe the 

characteristic features of the past, 

including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 

experiences of men, women and 

children. 

Geography  

Extreme 

Earth 

 

Extreme weather 

conditions 

 

Tectonic plates 

 

Milestone 2: To 

describe key 

Features of a volcano 

 

Milestone 2: To describe key 

aspects of physical 

Eruption 

 

Milestone 2: 

To describe 

Life in volcanic 

areas 

 

Comparing a 

volcanic and non-

volcanic area 

 



Investigating 

Patterns 

 

Extreme 

weather 

conditions, 

mountains, 

volcanoes, 

earthquakes 

 

Milestone 2: To name 

and locate the Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, 

Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle. 

We will find out about 

the Earth’s climate and 

areas of extreme 

temperatures. We will 

discuss the difference 

between weather and 

climate. We will locate 

the hottest, coldest, 

wettest, driest places 

on a world map. 

English core skills: Using 

conjunctions  

Burn2Learn 

 

 

aspects of physical 

geography.  

Children will learn 

what tectonic 

plates are and what 

the ‘ring of fire’ is. 

We will discuss the 

names of the 

tectonic plates and 

some countries and 

continents that can 

be found on the 

plates. 

English core skills: 

Proper nouns 

Burn2Learn 

geography, including 

mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes. 

We will explore the 

vocabulary associated with 

volcanoes and familiarise 

ourselves with volcano 

diagrams. We will learn the 

difference between 

composite, shield and dome 

volcanoes as well as active, 

dormant and extinct 

volcanoes. 

English core skills: Label 

diagrams 

key aspects of 

physical 

geography, 

including 

mountains, 

volcanoes and 

earthquakes. 

We will discuss 

the different 

ways volcanoes 

can erupt and 

talk about the 

harmful 

substances 

that escape 

during an 

eruption. 

English core 

skills: Retrieve 

information 

Milestone 2: To 

describe aspects 

of human 

geography, 

including 

settlements and 

land use. 

Milestone 2: To 

explain own 

views about 

locations, giving 

reasons. 

We will find out 

about what it is 

like living near 

volcanoes and 

the main reasons 

why people 

would choose to 

live there. 

Maths core 

skills: Record 

and represent 

data 

Milestone 2: To 

describe 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences. 

 

We will learn about 

the differences 

between volcanic 

and non-volcanic 

areas. We will talk 

about land use, 

animals and plants, 

types of 

settlements and 

climates. 

English core skills: 

Using conjunctions 

 

DT Focus 

 

Construction 

 

Earthquake-

proof 

buildings 

Evaluate 

Milestone 2: To evaluate 

existing product design. 

We will evaluate 

architectural wonders 

from around the world. 

We will learn about how 

architects have been 

inspired by nature when 

creating their designs 

and how buildings need 

to withstand the various 

weather conditions, 

Plan 

Milestone 2: To choose suitable techniques to 

construct products. 

Children will draw and annotate their designs for 

their earthquake-proof buildings. They will consider 

what materials to use and how to construct their 

buildings. They 

will begin to understand how the design and structure 

of buildings 

is linked to how well the building can withstand an 

earthquake. 

English core skills: Expanded noun phrases  

 

Do - Learn and practise skills 

and techniques 

Milestone 2: To strengthen 

materials using suitable 

techniques. 

Children will be creating a 

sturdy building out of materials 

available. 

Milestone 2: To refine work and 

techniques as work progresses, 

continually evaluating product 

design. 

Review 

Milestone 2: To 

evaluate product 

design. 

 

Children evaluate 

their finished 

product. Comment 

on what went well 

and what could be 

improved. 



including extreme 

earthquakes. 

Stimulus: 

Nature-inspired 

architecture 

Architects: e.g., Norman 

Foster, Antoni Gaudi 

English core skills: Using 

expanded noun phrases 

 

Making links/connections: 

We will be discussing STEM jobs (e.g., civil engineers, 

material scientists) who work on designing structures 

or materials to be used whilst constructing buildings. 

The children will be 

constructing their buildings, 

adjusting and refining their 

work as they go. They will 

analyse data from simulated 

earthquake tests to determine 

how well their construction. 

Maths core skills: Decimal 

numbers 

English core skills: 

Expanded noun 

phrases 

 

MFL 

 

Shopping 

 

Fruit 

Milestone 2: To ask and 

answer simple questions. 

Session 1 of New 

Primary French. 

Burn2Learn 

Vegetables 

Milestone 2: To 

write short phrases 

from memory with 

spelling that is 

readily 

understandable. 

Session 2 of New 

Primary French. 

Burn2Learn 

Clothes 

Milestone 2: To write 

short sentences using 

familiar expressions. 

Session 3 of New 

Primary French. 

Burn2Learn 

Where can I buy? 

Milestone 2: To 

take part in 

discussions. 

Session 4 of New 

Primary French. 

Burn2Learn 

Milestone 2: To 

express personal 

experiences and 

responses. 

French money 

Milestone 2: To 

make comparisons 

between life in 

countries where the 

language is spoken 

and this country. 

Session 5 of New 

Primary French. 

Burn2Learn 

Music 

 

Composing 

 

Composer: 

Benjamin 

Britten - 

‘Storm’ 

Interlude 

Milestone 2: To evaluate music to identify 

areas of likes and dislikes.  

We will explore Benjamin Britten’s piece of 

music, ‘Storm’. We will use descriptive 

vocabulary to describe the orchestral 

performance and express our likes and dislikes.  

English core skills: Adjectives, expanded noun 

phrases, onomatopoeia 

Making links/connections: 

We will be discussing the children’s own 

experiences regarding water, the sea and 

storms. 

Milestone 2: To devise non-standard symbols to 

indicate when to play and rest. 

We will be using sound effects and percussion 

instruments to create our own percussion 

compositions. We will aim to imitate sounds of a 

storm on the sea. We will be portraying the 

natural phenomena through music. We will use 

non-standard symbols to record our pieces of 

music. 

 

Milestone 2: To use sound to create 

abstract effects. 

Inspired by Benjamin Britten’s Storm, 

we will experiment with composing our 

own music. We will create a piece of 

music to portray a raging storm. 

PE 

 

Gymnastics, 

Dance 

 

PE Partner: Gymnastics 

Milestone 2: To hold a 

strong body position for 

1 minute with two feet 

PE Partner: 

Gymnastics 

Milestone 2: To be 

part of an effective 

team. To improve 

PE Partner: Dance 

Milestone 2: To work with a 

partner on a sequence of 

movements. 

PE Partner: 

Dance 

Milestone 2: 

To observe 

others and get 

PE Partner: 

Dodge ball 

Milestone 2: To 

accurately 

throw a dodge 

PE Partner: Small 

sided cricket 

Milestone 2: To 

demonstrate that 

I can vary my 



together and arms 

straight up, pointing up. 

To improve my strength 

and stamina to hold a 

position. 

my ability to watch 

and communicate 

with others. 

To improve my ability to work 

with a partner to create a 

simple 

sequence of movements 

ideas to take 

into my own 

performances. 

To improve my 

ability to 

observe and 

learn from 

others. 

ball at a static 

target from 

5m (with either 

hand). 

To improve 

accuracy and 

power when 

aiming at 

targets - both 

hands 

will be tested. 

shots to hit into 

the space. 

To improve my 

understanding of 

shot placement. 

PSHE 

 

Keeping Safe, 

Managing 

Risks 

To know how to be safe in our computer 

gaming habits. 

 

We will discuss the age classification systems 

and how some games are not appropriate for 

children. 

 

As part of our ongoing work in PSHE, we will 

focus on mental health and wellbeing. 

We will learn about keeping safe near roads, 

rail, water, building sites and around fireworks. 

 

We will assess the level of risk of different 

activities in our local environments. 

We will learn about what to do in an 

emergency and we will explore basic 

emergency first aid procedures. 

 

We will discuss what to do in an 

emergency and how we can carry out 

some simple first aid procedures 

for different needs. We will 

demonstrate how to ask for help from 

a range of emergency services. 

Burn2Learn 

 


