
Learning Objective:
To explore the features of 
volcanoes.

Volcanoes



Ash Vent Crater
Fine particles 
of rock blown 

from a 
volcano.

An opening at 
the Earth’s 
surface.

The steep-
sided mouth 
of a volcano. 

Magma

Conduit

Lava Throat Flank
Molten rock 
beneath the 

Earth’s 
surface.

An 
underground 

passage 
magma travels 

through.

The side of a 
volcano. The 

summit is the 
highest point. 

The entrance 
of a volcano 
that releases 

lava. 

Molten rock 
that erupts 
from the 
volcano.  



Here is a diagram of a 
volcano. It shows the 
parts and some of the 
words you just learnt 

about. 
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Did you know there 
are three main 

ways a volcano is 
formed. 

Have a look at 
these diagrams.

Composite
Volcano

Shield 
Volcano

Dome 
Volcano



Composite
Volcano

Composite volcanoes are also know 
as Strato volcanoes. These 

volcanoes can grow very tall.
Composite volcanoes are made of 
lots of layers of hardened lava.
The lava that flows from these 

volcanoes cools and hardens before 
spreading too far. This means the 
layers build up on top of each 

other, making the volcano higher.     

Composite volcanoes are the most common 
type of volcano.



Shield 
Volcano

Shield volcanoes are built by 
slow flowing lava. They look like 
a warrior’s shield, that’s why 

they are called shield 
volcanoes.

These volcanoes are low in 
height and spread out across 

the ground.
The lava that flows from these 

volcanoes spreads slowly 
making them look like small 

hills.    



Dome 
Volcano

Dome volcanoes are much smaller 
than composite volcanoes. They 

form when ash and rock 
fragments pile up around the vent 

of the volcano. 
This forms a circular/oval shape 

at the top. 
The name of the rocks at the top 

of these volcanoes are called 
cinders. Cinders are melted 

volcanic rocks that cool and form 
pebble-sized pieces.   



Composite
Volcano

Shield 
Volcano

Dome 
Volcano

Here are examples of the three types of 
volcanoes. 
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Volcanoes are 
monitored by a range 
of different people. 

These people can tell 
us if a volcano is 

Active, Dormant or 
Extinct. 

What does this mean?   



Active
Volcano

Dormant 
Volcano

Extinct 
Volcano

This means a volcano has 
erupted in the past 10,000 

years. 

This means a volcano has 
not erupted for a while but 
could possibly erupt again. 

This means a volcano has 
not erupted in the 

past 10,000 years and is 
not expected to erupt again. 



Active
Volcano

Dormant 
Volcano

Extinct 
Volcano

Composite
Volcano

Shield 
Volcano

Dome 
Volcano

Plenary Can you remember what these mean? Can 
you match the pictures to the words?


