
Reasoning and Problem Solving 

Step 7: Find the Total

National Curriculum Objectives:

Mathematics Year 2: (2M3a) Recognise and use symbols for pounds (£) and pence (p); 

combine amounts to make a particular value

Mathematics Year 2: (2M3b) Find different combinations of coins that equal the same 

amounts of money

Differentiation: 

Questions 1, 4 and 7 (Reasoning)

Developing Explain whether a statement is correct, using knowledge of finding the total of 

different amounts of money. Includes adding 2 or 3 written amounts. Amounts are 

multiples of 5, using images to support. 

Expected Explain whether a statement is correct, using knowledge of finding the total of 

different amounts of money. Includes adding up to 3 amounts, including written amounts 

and images.

Greater Depth Explain whether a statement is correct, using knowledge of finding the total 

of different amounts of money. Includes written amounts and images, with some use of 

multiple coins of the same value.

Questions 2, 5 and 8 (Problem Solving)

Developing Use 2 different coins to make the greatest and smallest totals. Amounts are 

multiples of 5, using images to support.

Expected Use 3 different amounts to make the greatest and smallest totals. Includes 

written amounts and images.

Greater Depth Use 4 amounts to make the greatest and smallest totals. Includes written 

amounts and images, with use of multiple coins of the same value.

Questions 3, 6 and 9 (Reasoning)

Developing Explain if an amount is more, less or equal to a given total, using knowledge of 

finding the total of different amounts of money. Includes adding 2 or 3 written amounts. 

Amounts are multiples of 5, using images to support. 

Expected Explain if an amount is more, less or equal to a given total, using knowledge of 

finding the total of different amounts of money. Includes adding up to 3 amounts, including 

written amounts and images.

Greater Depth Explain if an amount is more, less or equal to a given total, using knowledge 

of finding the total of different amounts of money. Includes written amounts and images, 

with some use of multiple coins of the same value.

More Year 2 Money resources.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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Find the Total Find the Total 

1a. Isla is buying stationary for school.

She says,

Is she correct? Explain how you know.

1b. Suchin is buying bouncy balls.

He says,

Is he correct? Explain how you know.

2a. Kayden is counting his money.

He picks 3 of the amounts shown above.

What is the greatest total he could have?

What is the smallest total he could have?

2b. Roshan is counting his money.

He picks 3 of the amounts shown above.

What is the greatest total he could have?

What is the smallest total he could have?

3a. Izzy has these coins.

Does she have enough money to buy the 

basketball?

Explain your answer.

3b. Sage has these coins.

Does she have enough money to buy the 

cupcakes?

Explain your answer.
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green purple white

20p 50p 10p

If I buy a pencil, a rubber 

and a ruler, I will spend 65 

pence in total.

If I buy green, purple and 

white bouncy ball, I will 

spend 80 pence in total.

20p 5p £2

5p 10p 50p £1

20p 5p 50p

pencil rubber ruler

10p 5p 20p
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£2 and 25 

pence
80 pence
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pound 

note
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note

1 five-

pound 

note
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10 

pence
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4a. Jon is buying food for his party.

He says,

Is he correct? Explain how you know.

4b. Olga is buying balloons for her party.

She says,

Is she correct? Explain how you know.

5a. Annie is counting her money.

She picks 3 of the amounts shown above.

What is the greatest total she could have?

What is the smallest total she could have?

5b. Pabin is counting his money.

He picks 3 of the amounts shown above.

What is the greatest total he could have?

What is the smallest total he could have?

6a. Tim has these coins and notes.

Does he have enough money to buy the 

bucket and spade?

Explain your answer.

6b. Sung-Hee has these coins and notes.

Does she have enough money to buy the 

mask and snorkel?

Explain your answer.
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If I buy cake, crisps and 

biscuits, I will spend £8 and 

50p in total.

1 twenty-

pound 

note
20p 2p

1 

pence
£1

If I buy red, blue and yellow 

balloons, I will spend £5 and 

82p in total.

red blue yellow

5 pounds 32p

£7 and 60 

pence

11 pounds 

and 30p

R
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7a. Gabby is buying a new outfit.

She says,

Is she correct? Explain how you know.

7b. Paula is art supplies for her class.

She says,

Is she correct? Explain how you know.

8a. Kelvin is counting his money.

He picks 4 of the amounts shown above. 

Two of the amounts have the same value.

What is the greatest total he could have?

What is the smallest total he could have?

8b. Victor is counting his money.

He picks 4 of the amounts shown above. 

Two of the amounts have the same value.

What is the greatest total he could have?

What is the smallest total he could have?

9a. Max has these coins and notes.

Does he have enough money to buy the 

pizza?

Explain your answer.

9b. Eddy has these coins and notes.

Does he have enough money to buy a 

ticket for the waterpark?

Explain your answer.

one 
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£5 50p £1
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If I buy trousers, socks, a 

jumper and trainers, I will 

spend £16 and 65p in total.

If I buy paint, paintbrushes, 

clay and pencils, I will spend 

£19 and 87p in total.

R R
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R R

paint pastels clay pencils

6 

pounds

2 five-

pound 

notes

87p

trousers socks jumper trainers

4 two-

pound 

coins

65p £6

20p

2 two-

pound 

coins

2 

pence
2p

50 

pence

4 ten-

pence 

coins

£7 and 22 

pence

20 pounds 

and 99p
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Developing

1a. Isla is incorrect because 20p + 10p + 

5p = 35p

2a. Greatest total = 80p; smallest total = 

35p

3a. Yes, Izzy has enough money. She has 

£2 and 25p.

Expected

4a. Jon is incorrect because 51p + £5 + £2 

= £7 and 51p.

5a. Greatest total = £27; smallest total = 

23p

6a. No, Tim does not have enough money. 

He only has £7 and 50p.

Greater Depth

7a. Gabby is incorrect because £8 + 65p + 

£4 + £6 = £18 and 65p.

8a. Greatest total = £9; smallest total = 72p

9a. Yes, Max has enough money. He has 

£9 and 22p.

Developing

1b. Suchin is correct because 20p + 50p + 

10p = 80p

2b. Greatest total = £1 and 60p; smallest 

total = 65p

3b. No, Sage does not have enough 

money. She only has 75p.

Expected

4b. Olga is correct because £5 + 50p + 

32p = £5 and 82p.

5b. Greatest total = £17; smallest total = 8p

6b. No, Sung-Hee does not have enough 

money. She only has £11 and 20p.

Greater Depth

7b. Paula is correct because £6 + £3 + £10 

+ 87p = £19 and 87p.

8b. Greatest total = £23; smallest total = 

70p 

9b. No, Eddie does not have enough 

money. He has £20 and 92p.
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