
LO: To recognise that environments can change. 

 

Punctuate the following sentences correctly. Use your purple pen. 

changes in the environment can be caused by natural changes or 

human activity 

people who are concerned about climate change try to reduce their 

carbon footprint 

this involves reducing the amount of carbon dioxide that is put into 

the atmosphere as a result of personal activities 

 

 

 

 

Read the following report on the changing environments and then answer the 

vocabulary questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What might change our environment? 

Natural Changes 

Events like earthquakes, storms, floods, hurricanes, wildfires and 

droughts can have very serious consequences for living things.  

Habitats can be destroyed and the plants and animals that live there 

might be killed. Those animals that survive might find that their 

sources of food and water have disappeared.  They may no longer 

have a safe place to live and grow. 

Human Activity 

Most of the changes to the habitats of living things are caused by 

humans. 

Deforestation 

Humans have cut down large areas of the forest to clear space 

for building or farming. This has destroyed the habitats of 

many species and made it difficult for them to survive.  

Pollution 

Waste from factories and pollution that contaminates the 

ground makes it difficult for plants to grow. This in turn means 

there is no food or shelter for the animals that once lived among 

the plants. Chemicals and waste that are spilled in the sea are 

very dangerous to all the living things in the marine habitat.  

Urbanisation 

As humans build upon areas that were once natural habitats, 

there is not enough land and food left for the animals to share.  

 

 



How well do you understand the words you found in the text? 

Rate your understanding of the scientific vocabulary below. 

Green 
if you know what it 
means and you are 

confident to use it in a 
sentence. 

Amber 
if you have an idea 
but you are not sure 
how to use the word. 

Red 
if you don’t know the 

word. 

consequences contaminate urbanisation 

habitat shelter species 

deforestation chemicals waste 

pollution marine natural 

 

Colour them green, amber or red. 

 

Choose some of the green words and use them in a sentence. 

Choose some of the amber or red words and write down their meanings. 
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