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How ancient Rome was organised
Until 509 BC, Rome had been a monarchy. This means it was run by a king. 

However, the people were tired of bad kings and wanted more of a say in how 
the country was run. King Tarquin was overthrown and the Roman republic was 
born. This meant that a group of people were elected by the people to run the 

country and make new laws. 

Consuls
Every year, two people from the senate 
were voted for to become the consuls. 
The consuls were the highest power in 

ancient Rome and ruled with the help of 
the senate. They were only allowed to 
be in power for 1 year so that no one 

could become too powerful. 

Senate
The senate was a group of around 300 
men who came from rich families. The 

senate advised the consuls and helped 
to decide the laws of the country. 

Senators had to be rich because the job 
was unpaid. 

Patricians
Patricians were rich aristocracy of 

ancient Rome. They came from noble 
families and were usually very rich. You 

could become a magistrate, judge or a 
senator if you were a patrician. 

Plebeians
The plebeians were the ordinary working 

class citizens of ancient Rome. They 
didn’t have as much power as the 

patricians but they were able to vote. 
Most plebeians were poor but some did 
manage to become rich. However, they 

couldn’t become patricians because 
they didn’t come from noble families. 

Slaves
Slaves were the lowest class of people. 
They had no rights and were unable to 
vote. Slaves had to work hard for their 
masters. The only way a slave could 

gain freedom was if his master bought 
his freedom. The slave then became 

what was known as a ‘freedman’.  
Women

Women had few rights too. They were 
unable to vote and were controlled by 
the ‘paterfamilias’ - the male head of 

the household. 

The Roman republic lasted until 63 BC. 
For various reasons, it was then decided 
that Rome needed to be in the control 
of just one man. Rome then changed 
from a republic to an empire and was 
controlled by an emperor. Just like the 
kings, there were good emperors and 
bad emperors. The emperors were still 
advised by the senate but they had 

more power than the consuls and they 
ruled until their death. 

A meeting of the senate

Emperor 
Nero

Emperor 
Augustus

Emperor 
Constantine
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Can you fill in this pyramid to show the social structure of 
ancient Rome? 

These people were the poorest of ancient Rome. They had no rights 

and had to work constantly. They were called __________________. 

These people were the ordinary working people of ancient 

Rome. They were usually poor but they were able to vote. 

They were called __________________. 

These people were the aristocracy of Rome. They 

were rich and came from noble families.  They 

were called __________________. 

This group of people were very important 

and helped to make the laws of Rome. 

They were called __________________. 

These two people were 

chosen every year to run 

the empire. They were 

called ________________.

The 

most 

important 

man in the 

empire. He has 

lots of power. He 

is called the 

_______________. 

Which of these 
groups do you think 

you would have liked 
to have belonged to 

and why? 

Choose one of 
these names for 

each of the labels: 

• plebeians

• emperor

• senators

• slaves

• patricians

• consuls
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Emperor Augustus

• When was he born? 
• When and how did he die?
• How did he become emperor? 
• What did significant things did he do 

during his time as emperor?
• What is he most remembered for? 

Emperor Nero

• When was he born? 
• When and how did he die?
• How did he become emperor? 
• What did significant things did he do 

during his time as emperor?
• What is he most remembered for? 

Emperor Constantine

• When was he born? 
• When and how did he die?
• How did he become emperor? 
• What did significant things did he do 

during his time as emperor?
• What is he most remembered for? 

Emperor Vespasian

• When was he born? 
• When and how did he die?
• How did he become emperor? 
• What did significant things did he do 

during his time as emperor?
• What is he most remembered for? 

Emperor Trajan

• When was he born? 
• When and how did he die?
• How did he become emperor? 
• What did significant things did he do 

during his time as emperor?
• What is he most remembered for? 

Emperor Hadrian

• When was he born? 
• When and how did he die?
• How did he become emperor? 
• What did significant things did he do 

during his time as emperor?
• What is he most remembered for? 


