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St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Wetherby 

Learning Through Play 

Observation Support Guide 

Please use the ‘Learning Through Play’ leaflet above to guide you whilst making observations of 

your child learning through play. Hopefully, this leaflet has provided you with a brief context of 

the importance of play. Please also see the lanyard questions below to support you with 

questioning. 

Completing Rainbow Challenges 

1. Talk through the different Rainbow Challenges with your child.  

2. Ask them to choose one to complete. 

3. Print off the appropriate resources needed from the provision resources PDF document. 

4. Encourage your child to complete the challenge as independently as possible, as they 

would in school.  

5. As they complete the challenge, ask them a range of how, what, why, questions to 

extend their thinking and learning. Either make note of the questions asked and your 

child’s responses that can be typed up into an observation with photographs or record 

you asking the questions and the responses given. See the lanyard questions below for 

more support with this questioning.  

Child initiated play 

1. Once they have completed one Rainbow Challenge, your child can choose their own 

play activity. Ask them what they would like to play with from the resources you have at 

home. 

2. Let them choose independently, give them chance to play and observe from a distance. 

If they want to include you in this play, join in but let them take the lead.  

3. As above as how, what, why questions and use the lanyard questions below for more 

support with this questioning.  

4. As usual either type the observation with photographs or record the play and your 

interactions to be added to tapestry.  

This guidance mirrors classroom practice, which all children are familiar with. 

 

Feedback 

Once you upload an observation, we will provide feedback and next steps. Observations can 

take time to feel confident in but they will ensure that your child continues to learn and make 

progress in an age appropriate way, as well as enabling a consistent approach.  

Please ensure that your child completes at least one Rainbow Challenge each day. Your 

child may want to return to the same activity over and over, this is fine as it can often provide 

comfort in what is an unsettled time. If this is the case, make sure your questioning is furthering 

their learning and taking it in a slightly different direction each time. You can also encourage 

other activities, linked to your child’s interests.  



I wonder if…?

Can you tell me about…?

What could we do…?

What might happen…?

Can you describe…?

Can you find a way to…?

Questioning Prompts
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What do you think will 
happen if…?

What do you think might 
happen?

What do you think the 
problem is?

Can you think of 
something else we could 

try?

What did you notice?

Why do you think that 
happened?

What else could we try?

How did you…?
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What do you think?

Do you think…?

What are you doing? Why?

What do you need?

How could we…?

Why does this…?

What could we try next?

Why is this one better 
than that one?
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Who could we ask to help 
us?

Have you tried something 
like this before?

What would you do 
differently next time?

How did you know that 
was the right answer?

How could we find out?

Shall we try…?

twinkl.com

twinkl.com

twinkl.com


