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Cut out the names of these different types of extreme weather, 
then see if you can match each one to their correct definition. 

Hurricane Cyclone Typhoon Flood
Tornado Hail Blizzard Lightning

Balls of frozen rain up to 12 
cm in diameter that fall in 

showers.

An overflowing of water 
beyond its usual limits causing 

an inundation of the land.  

A tropical storm with strong 
winds and heavy rain that 

originates in the Indian 
Ocean. 

A winter storm with low 
temperatures, high winds and 

heavy snow. 

A mobile storm of rotating air 
that causes a funnel 

descending from a storm 
cloud. 

A tropical storm with strong 
winds and heavy rain that 
originates in the Atlantic 

Ocean. 

A tropical storm with strong 
winds and heavy rain that 

originates in the Pacific 
Ocean. 

A natural electrical discharge 
of high voltage either from a 
cloud to the ground or from 

cloud to cloud. 

Which of these types of extreme weather would you least like to 
experience and why? 

Answers

Hail Flood

Cyclone

Hurricane

Blizzard

Tornado

Typhoon Lightning
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Can you write a definition for each of these types of extreme 
weather? Use as much detail as you can in your descriptions. 

Extreme Weather GlossaryExtreme Weather Glossary

Blizzard
A winter storm with low temperatures, high winds and 
heavy snow. 

Cyclone
A tropical storm with strong winds and heavy rain that 
originates in the Indian Ocean.

Flood
An overflowing of water beyond its usual limits covering 
the land in water.

Hail
Balls of frozen rain up to 12 cm in diameter that fall in 
showers.

Hurricane
A tropical storm with strong winds and heavy rain that 
originates in the Atlantic Ocean.

Lightning
A natural electrical discharge of high voltage either from 
a cloud to the ground or from cloud to cloud.

Tornado
A mobile storm of rotating air that causes a funnel 
descending from a storm cloud.

Typhoon
A tropical storm with strong winds and heavy rain that 
originates in the Pacific Ocean.

Which of these types of extreme weather would you least like to 
experience and why? 

Answers
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Can you complete this chart to describe some different types of 
extreme weather? Use as much detail as you can. 

What are they? Effects/Damage Where (or when) are they 
most likely to happen?

Blizzard
A winter storm with low 
temperatures, high winds 

and heavy snow. 

Heavy snow can reduce 
visibility making driving and 
traveling dangerous. The high 

amounts of snow can also trap 
people in their houses.

Most likely to happen 
whilst it is snowing during 
cold temperatures on wide 

open land.

Cyclone
A tropical storm with 

strong winds and heavy rain 
that originates in the Indian 

Ocean.

High waves, strong winds and 
heavy rain batter the land and 

can destroy buildings.
Most likely to happen in 
tropical areas of oceans.

Flood
An overflowing of water 
beyond its usual limits 

covering the land in water.

Water covering the land makes 
it difficult to travel and can 
have dangerous currents.

Most likely to happen 
after it has rained more 
than usual and a river 

bursts its banks.

Hail
Balls of frozen rain up to 12 
cm in diameter that fall in 

showers.

Larger hailstones can injure 
people if they get hit. Hail can 

destroy crops and cause damage 
to cars and buildings.

Most likely to happen in 
cool climates which are 

often cloudy.

Hurricane
A tropical storm with 

strong winds and heavy rain 
that originates in the 

Atlantic Ocean.

High waves, strong winds and 
heavy rain batter the land and 

can destroy buildings.
Most likely to happen in 
tropical areas of oceans.

Lightning
A natural electrical 

discharge of high voltage 
either from a cloud to the 
ground or from cloud to 

cloud.

Lightning strikes objects that 
are closest to it, normally 

objects sticking up from the 
ground like buildings, trees or 

people.

Most likely to happen 
when there are storm 

clouds. 

Tornado
A mobile storm of rotating 

air that causes a funnel 
descending from a storm 

cloud.

Tornadoes can be strong enough 
to lift cars and mobile homes 
into the air. The strong winds 

can destroy most things in 
their path.

Most likely to happen 
where strong winds of cold  

air and warm air meet.

Typhoon
A tropical storm with 

strong winds and heavy rain 
that originates in the Pacific 

Ocean.

High waves, strong winds and 
heavy rain batter the land and 

can destroy buildings.
Most likely to happen in 
tropical areas of oceans.

Answers




