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Thursday 21st January 

LO: To write a descriptive recount. 

1. Cut out the cards and arrange them in the correct order. Or number the 

sentences in the correct order. 

Once you are finished, check whether you got the order right by reading the page 

about the eruption. 
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2. Describe the eruption. Use the table to take notes about 

what happens during each stage of the eruption.  

1.The top explodes. 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

2.An ash cloud rises. 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

3.Molten lava flows. 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

4.Everything is covered. 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

 



4 
 

3. Write a paragraph where you describe how Mount Vesuvius erupted. 

Top Tips: 

1. Use sensory description. (see, hear, smell, touch, taste) 

2. Write a recount of the events. Write in chronological order. 

3. Use your notes to help you write your sentences. 

4. Include a simile. For example: The silver ash fell from the sky like powdery 

snow. The lava was flowing as wildly as a raging river. 

5. Include what impact the eruption had on the surroundings or the people. 

6. Use the WAGOLL to help you. 

WAGOLL (what a good one looks like) 

And then, a thunderous boom echoed across the city of Pompeii. The top of the 

Mount Vesuvius exploded, quickly followed by a blistering hail of volcanic rock. Men 

and women hastily abandoned their houses looking for sanctuary. The violent 

downpour of rocks and ash made it hard to see. People ran, trying to shield their 

faces with their arms as darkness descended around them. Lightning flashed and 

thunder roared. Lava was flowing down the mountain slopes as wildly as a raging 

river. The molten liquid destroyed everything in its devastating path. The city walls, 

streets and gardens of Pompeii were buried underneath a blanket of ash and stones. 

Tranio and Livia had left just in time to sail slowly out to safety. 
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Now it is your turn to write a descriptive recount of the volcanic eruption. 

 

And then, _______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Lightning flashed and thunder roared. __________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Tranio and Livia had left just in time to sail slowly out to safety. 

 

 

 


