
Top Tips: 

1. Read the questions carefully. 

2. Use a highlighter or your pencil to underline the relevant information from the 

text. 

3. Answer the questions in full sentences unless you need to copy individual 

words. 

The Perfect Planet Trailer 

This is a perfect planet. Life flourishes here thanks to powerful natural forces.  

Light from the sun reaches us in just eight minutes, powering our living world and 

its daily and yearly rhythms shape the lives of every creature on Earth. 

Volcanoes are powerful and uncontrollable forces, but they are the architects of the 

planet, creating over 80 of the Earth's surface. Life could not exist without them. 

Our oceans are in constant motion. They're linked by a network of powerful currents 

that carry nutrients around the globe. Every drop of sea water rides these currents 

taking a thousand years to complete a single circuit. And where there are currents 

there is life. From mighty storms to freezing winds, weather is vital to life. Rain 

clouds form and powerful winds carry this fresh water around the globe revitalizing 

the land. Annual weather patterns have been stable for thousands of years and it's 

this reliability on which life depends. Together these forces have shaped our perfect 

planet. But it's a fragile system. 

Today there is a new force one so powerful it threatens life on Earth. Human activity 

is now so dominant that it's disrupting the forces of nature and the vital habitats life 

needs to survive on Earth. To preserve our planet, we need to act now. And if we do 

that there will still be time to restore the ecological balance that once made this 

Earth our perfect planet. 

 

 



 

The Perfect Planet Trailer Comprehension  

 

1. “Life flourishes here thanks to powerful natural forces.” Which definition most 

closely fits the word ‘flourishes’? 

a. Exists only in this place. 

b. Grows and develops in a healthy, vigorous way. 

c. Is being destroyed rapidly. 

d. Will never be very successful. 

 

2. How long does it take for light from the Sun to reach Earth? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

3. What does Sir David Attenborough say is the effect of the daily and yearly 

rhythms of the Sun? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Find and copy two adjectives the Sir David Attenborough uses to describe 

volcanoes. 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Sir David Attenborough describes volcanoes as, “the architects of the planet.” 

Can you think of a synonym for the word ‘architect’? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What percentage of the Earth’s surface has been created by volcanoes? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



7. Why is it surprising to hear that life could not exist on Earth without 

volcanoes? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

8. Find and copy a phrase which tells you that the world’s oceans are 

continuously moving. 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

9. What do the powerful currents which link the world’s oceans do? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

10. How long does a drop of seawater take to complete a circuit of Earth? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

11. What else is found where there are currents? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

12. Pause at 2.21 – What impression is created by this image?  

 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 


