
Science - Mixtures & Solutions 

Our second topic in Science in Year 5 is Materials which we will be studying for two half terms! This half term, we will focus on Mixtures 
and Solutions. We will begin by revising previous learning from Year 4 of states of matter and we will look at different ways to separate 
solids, liquids and gases. We will learn about the difference between mixtures and solutions and how we recover substances/materials 
from both.  We will create our own solutions using water and salt and will explore the terms ‘dissolving’ and ‘disappearing’. We will plan 
and explore different methods of separation through investigations, and will record and observe the clarity of the liquid at each stage 
of separation. To help us to work like scientists, we will be classifying and grouping, investigating and observing over time. A very exciting 
Science topic! We will continue to develop our investigative skills and our understanding of variables. To find out more about this topic, 
head to BBC Bitesize where there is plenty of information to support your child’s learning.  

 

 

 

 Themed Half Term: Ancient Greece 

Autumn Term 2 2020 

Year 5 

Welcome back! We hope you have had an     
enjoyable and restful half term. Year 5 kicked 
the new school year off to a fantastic start 
last half term! I am so excited for another 
wonderful half term together! 
 

Year 5 Staff: Miss Waite & Miss 
Quenby 

 

We are very excited to welcome Miss Quenby 
to St Joseph’s and to Year 5! 

 

If you have any queries or concerns you would like to 
discuss, please contact the office to arrange a tele-
phone call or an appointment with me.  

 Important Dates 
 

 
 
 

Mondays 
All homework due in and reset. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Thursdays 
Swimming at Wetherby Leisure Centre (TBC) 

 

 
 

Friday 
Diaries due in: signed with reading & KIRFs   
recorded 
 

PE is on a Thursday and Friday.  Your child must 
come to school in their PE kit (suitable for any 
weathers). 
Please ensure your child has indoor pumps and 
outdoor wellies in school now. They must also 
have warm clothing each day (coat, hat, gloves).  

RE  

Our topic in RE this half term is linked to the Ten Commandments and God’s Covenants. We will reflect on the covenant God made with 
Noah through the story of Noah’s Ark. We will also consider what life is like with and without rules and will retell the story of the Ten 
Commandments through freeze frames. We will consider how Moses’ covenant with God when he received the Ten Commandments on 

Mount Sinai was very important in the Bible. Year 5 will then consider how we should live our lives in light of the Ten Commandments and 
they will also have the opportunity to ask and respond to questions about the Ten Commandments. We will then reflect on the Incarnation 

of Jesus and consider what matters most to Christians at Christmas. It is always wonderful to reflect on the importance of Christmas! 

English 

This half term, we are continuing to read Who Let the Gods out by Maz Evans. Year 5 really enjoyed this book last half term and expressed how 
much they wanted to continue to read it! We will also explore a range of Myths and Legends linked to our topic of Ancient Greece. This half term, 
we are really working on writing at length. We will continue to develop our description in order to paint a vivid picture for the reader. We will do 
this by developing our use of figurative language techniques. We will also further develop our writing skills in diary entries and formal letters. 

Year 5 will also continue to develop their SPAG areas including commas for fronted adverbials, their understanding of simple, compound and com-
plex sentences (this includes the correct use of a comma) and we will continue to have a real focus on our Bee Zones to ensure we have high ex-
pectations in writing across the curriculum. Please continue to support your child at home by ensuring they are reading 4x a week and that they 

are reading a wide range of genres (both in and out of their comfort zone) and also by talking to your child about what they read.  

Mathematics 

In Mathematics, we will continue to develop our understanding and skill in addition and subtraction. This will include being able to solve 
multi-step problems. We will then move on to exploring multiplication and division facts including multiples, factors, prime numbers, 

square numbers and cube numbers. We are also going to be multiplying and dividing whole numbers and those involving decimals by 10, 
100, 1000 and beyond. This needs to be a super quick recall fact so we will start with a really fun ‘Jump’ song to ensure the understand-
ing behind this maths concept. We will then move on to using measures and we will work on measuring and calculating the perimeter of 

composite rectilinear shapes as well as calculating the area of rectangles and using the standard unit of measurement (squared centime-
tres/metres). Our KIRF focus this half term is adding and subtracting numbers mentally. We will be working on this every single day for 
the whole half term. You can find out more about the KIRFs we are working on this half term on our class page  on the website. Please 

encourage your child to practise their KIRFs at home as well as being secure with their times tables up to 12x12. 

Computing - iMovie 

This half term in Computing, Year 5 will be using the iMovie Apple software to create their very own Ancient Greek     
documentaries about a topic of their choice. We will begin by discussing why iMovie is a good software to use for this 
purpose and will plan our own documentary and content through thorough research and a careful selection of pictures. 

Throughout the half term, we will then develop a range of skills; including uploading sounds and editing the, adding       
effects such as fade in and fade out, changing the position of objects between screen layers and also using green screen 
to add extra layers to the screen (such as a video/recording on top of a photo). I can’t wait to see Year 5’s end results! 

Throughout this half term, we will also begin to understand the term ‘copyright’ as we create our documentaries. 



Topic: Ancient Greece 

We are continuing our fantastic topic of Ancient Greece this half term. Year 5 absolutely loved learning about Ancient Greece 
last half term and have expressed an interest in learning more about Ancient Greek foods, Olympics, gods and goddesses, wars 

and much more! This half term is going to be all around Year 5’s interests so it’s going to be a great one! We will begin by reflect-
ing on our previous learning from last half term and we will compare the experiences of boys and girls in Ancient Greece. We will 
then write a comparison text to explore whether life was easier for a boy or a  girl in Ancient Greek society. We will then move 
on to exploring war in Ancient Greece and will learn about Alexander the Great. Year 5 will use pictures to deduce information 
about the past. They will compare pictures from Ancient Egypt, the Romans and World War One to compare what they already 
know about the pictures and make links with their previous learning. Year 5 will then dive deeper into comparing Ancient Greece 
with other significant time periods they have studied. We will present this information using a Venn diagram where we will apply 

our mathematical skills. We have a very exciting Ancient Greek themed day towards the end of the half term where we will dress 
up as Ancient Greeks and continue to explore this time period including the Olympics and the food they ate! We have so much 

more to learn about Ancient Greece so it is going to be a busy half term!  

Art & Design/Design Technology 

This half term, Year 5 really wanted to learn more about the foods from Ancient Greece so in DT, we are going to be learning all about the safe and 
hygienic handling and storing of foods. We will follow recipes, develop our cooking skills and will also develop our skills of adapting recipes to cater 

for more/less people. Year 5 will begin by tasting a range of foods from Ancient Greece. They will then have the opportunity to make their own 
‘tzatziki’ and then their own lamb dish (traditional Greek food). In Art, Year 5 will study Ancient Greek pottery and will develop their skills in using 
clay before they design and create their own Ancient Greek clay pot. A very exciting topic for Art and DT! Keep an eye out on our web page to see 

all of this in action!  

PSHE 

This half term in PSHE, we will consider how the media may manipulate pictures and that these may not reflect reality. Year 5 will have the oppor-
tunity to see how the media can do this and discuss the effect on young people because of this. We will also begin to develop our understanding of 

the terms ‘prejudice’ and ‘discrimination’. Year 5 will also learn about stereotyping, in particular: gender stereotyping. We will also consider the 
importance of a healthy diet which will link to our History and DT topic when we are exploring Ancient Greek foods. As always, our PSHE lessons 

and discussions are responsive and centred around the emotional wellbeing of all of our pupils. 

Homework 
In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 
 
 

 Mathletics/Spelling Shed/Reading Eggs tasks are set on a Monday and due the following Monday. 

 Reading 4 times per week for 15 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina. 

 Research projects and other occasional homework tasks linked to our Topics this half term (some may be linked to the homework 
grid on the website). 

 

 

Please visit the Homework section at the bottom of the Year 5 web page on our school website to find optional tasks to support your 
child’s learning this half term. 
 

 

Our homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

Parent/guardian support at home is invaluable in your child’s learning and at our school we are so thankful and grateful for 
the excellent support you provide. Please continue to support your child at home, particularly with their reading, spellings 
and KIRFs. For this half term, your child must read their school reading book 4x a week for at least 15 minutes at a time. 
Please ensure that your child is reading aloud as well as independently as this helps their understanding and comprehen-

sion of what they are reading. It is also beneficial for your child to hear an adult reading aloud to them. This is proven to 
support children with reading fluency and enjoyment for reading too. We ask that your child has their homework diary 

and reading book in school with them every day. 

Now your child is settled in Year 5, we encourage our pupils to develop their independence so we ask that your 
child completes their homework diary independently each week, this includes recording their reading, KIRFs and 

homework, before being signed by a parent/guardian at the end of the week. 

PE 

This half term in PE, Year 5 will continue to develop a range of skills through a range of different sports. This will include: control, agility, possession of the 
ball in game scenarios, team work, attacking in a game scenario, fielding, defending, running, throwing, catching, passing, dribbling as well as developing the 

ability to choose the most appropriate tactics for the game. They will explore a range of sports including hockey, football, basketball and much more! We are 
hoping that swimming will commence for Year 5 soon but with the current restrictions, we are unsure when that will be. As soon as we know more, we will 

inform you. 

MFL 

In MFL, we will continue to develop our listening skills through listening to spoken language in French and show understanding by joining in 
and responding—we are going to continue to develop our understanding and fluency of colours, greetings, animals etc.  We will also en-

courage children to speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary and phrases. The children will be encouraged to engage in conversations 
in French and this will progress to broadening their vocabulary and developing the ability to understand new words that are introduced. 

The children will then write phrases from memory and adapt these to create new sentences.  

Music 

In Music this half term, the children will continue to build their understanding of rhythm and keeping in time with others and the beat. 
They will also have the opportunity to develop their own rhythms, including call & response. Holding a part within a round, playing from 
memory and playing solo or in an ensemble will also be skills that the children develop this half term. They will also develop their under-

standing of pitch and harmonies through listening and describing as well as singing in solo, a part, a round or an ensemble. 


