
FAQ for parents  
 

1. Should my clinically extremely vulnerable child go to school?  

 More evidence has emerged that shows there is a very low risk of children becoming very 
unwell from COVID-19, even for children with existing health conditions. Most children 
originally identified as clinically extremely vulnerable no longer need to follow this advice. 
Speak to your GP or specialist clinician if you have not already done so, to understand 
whether your child should still be classed as clinically extremely vulnerable. 

 Those children whose doctors have confirmed they are still clinically extremely vulnerable 
are advised not to attend school whilst this advice is in place.   

 

2. What provisions will be made available to support children who need to access remote 
learning and cannot attend school?   

 If following a discussion with your GP or clinician, your child is unable to attend school, your 
school will make appropriate arrangements for them to be able to continue their education 
at home. 

 

3. I am clinically extremely vulnerable so should my child go to school?   
 

 Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, but who are not 
clinically extremely vulnerable themselves, should still attend school. 

 
FAQ for staff  
 

4. Should staff who are clinically extremely vulnerable continue to work in education and 
childcare settings?   
 

 No. Government advice is that all clinically extremely vulnerable individuals should work at 
home where possible, regardless of which sector they work in. If you cannot work from 
home then you should not attend work.  

 If you are clinically vulnerable you can remain at work.  

 

5. Should staff in education and childcare settings who live with someone who is clinically 
extremely vulnerable stay at home?  
 

 Those who work in the education or childcare sectors who live with someone who is 
clinically extremely vulnerable can still attend work if they cannot work from home, in line 
with the wider rules set out in the new National Restrictions from 5 November. 

 

6. Am I safe to send my clinically extremely vulnerable child to nursery?   



 More evidence has emerged that shows there is a very low risk of children becoming very 
unwell from COVID-19, even for children with existing health conditions. Most children 
originally identified as clinically extremely vulnerable no longer need to follow this advice. 
Speak to your GP or specialist clinician if you have not already done so, to understand 
whether your child should still be classed as clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV). Those 
children whose doctors have confirmed they are still CEV are advised not to attend early 
years settings whilst this advice is in place.  

 
The full guidance is now available online https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-
on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-
and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19#Clinically  
 
Local practical support is available to families who may find the advice particularly difficult to follow 
– including financial assistance or support to get food.  You can signpost them to our Leeds Helpline 
number on 0113 3760330. 
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