
L.O. To identify and use modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility. 

Top Tips 

1. Modal verbs will indicate likelihood, ability, permission or obligation.  

2. Modal verbs should go with another verb, for example: 

 You ought to be able to identify a modal verb. 

 You must remember what modal verbs are used for. 

 You can use a modal verb in your own writing.  

Task 1 
After retrieving the fire back from Prometheus and the humans, Zeus decided to invite the rest of 

the gods to a party at Mount Olympus. Hermes, the messenger of the gods, received their responses 

to hand back to Zeus.  

 

Highlight the modal verbs in the responses below. There may be more than one in each sentence so 

check carefully!  

 
1. Hestia: Hello Zeus, as the goddess of hearth fire, I would be delighted to attend the party. 

2. Hera: Thank you for your invitation to the party, Zeus. Although, I’m afraid that I can’t attend. 

3. Aphrodite: As the goddess of beauty, I should really attend the party. 

4. Artemis: Good afternoon, Zeus. I assume that we will need plenty of food at the party. I ought 

to start hunting so that we may have a splendid banquet. 

5. Demeter: Firstly, I appreciate your invitation to the party. For the banquet, I shall be bringing 

the finest fruit and vegetables from this year’s harvest. 

6. Apollo: Dear Zeus, as the god of the poetry, music and the sun, I’d have to bring all three of 

my powers so that we can have fun. 

7. Ares: I would prefer not to come to your pathetic little party, Zeus. The fact that you’ve taken 

away fire from the humans, means that I, the god of war, now has to think of another way 

for the humans to cause destruction. 

8. Hephaistos: I may not be able to attend, Zeus, due to blacksmith commitments. 

9. Poseidon: Zeus, as an important god myself, I had better attend your party. I shall make sure 

someone looks over the sea whilst I attend. 

10. Hades: ZEUS! I should not have to remind you that I am also a god. I was very annoyed to 

have not received an invitation. By law, you have to send me an invitation to all of your 

parties! 
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