
CURRICULUM MAP 
In each box state the main activities or experiences to be planned for, 

demonstrating a balance across the areas of learning development over the half term 

Theme: Under the Sea 30-50 40-60            Date: 2/11/19- 18/12/19 

 Week 1 
Sharing a shell  

Week 2 
Sharing a shell  

Week 3 
Rainbow Fish 

Week 4 
Rainbow Fish 

Week 5 
Snail and the 

Whale 

Week 6 
Snail and the 

Whale 

Week 7 
Christmas 

Story  

Personal, 
Social & 
Emotiona
l 
Developm
ent 
 

Focus on modelling 
and praising co-
operative play and 
independence of 
adults. Start with a 
circle time and 
embed in free flow.  
Conflict of ideas.  
• Can select and use 
activities and 
resources with help.  
• Welcomes and 
values praise for 
what they have done. 
• Can usually tolerate 
delay when needs 
are not immediately 
met, and 
understands wishes 
may not always be 
met.  
• Can usually adapt 
behaviour to different 
events, social 
situations and 
changes in routine. 

Focus on modelling 
and praising co-
operative play and 
independence of 
adults. Start with a 
circle time and 
embed in free flow.  
Conflict of ideas. 
• Can select and use 
activities and 
resources with help.  
• Welcomes and 
values praise for 
what they have done. 
• Can usually tolerate 
delay when needs 
are not immediately 
met, and 
understands wishes 
may not always be 
met.  
• Can usually adapt 
behaviour to different 
events, social 
situations and 
changes in routine. 

Focus on 
embedding talk 
partners. Model 

with AA and 
encourage 
children to 

listen to others 
and share 

ideas. 
Share partners 

ideas. 
Initiates 
conversations, 
attends to and 
takes account 
of what others 
say. 

Focus on 
embedding talk 
partners. 
Model with AA 
and encourage 
children to 
listen to others 
and share 
ideas. 

Share 
partners 

ideas. 
Initiates 
conversations, 
attends to and 
takes account 
of what others 
say. 
 

Circle time 
Focus on 
positive 

behaviour.  
Add gold balls 
into our bucket 
for examples of 

kindness/ 
friendship/ 

behaviour that 
we have been 
encouraging 

across the half 
term.  

Understands 
that own 
actions affect 
other people, 
for example, 
becomes upset 
or tries to 
comfort another 
child when they 
realise they 
have upset 
them. 

Circle time 
Focus on unkind 

behaviour. 
Add gold balls 
into our bucket 
for examples of 
kindness/ 
friendship/ 
behaviour that 
we have been 
encouraging 
across the half 
term. 
Understands 
that own actions 
affect other 
people, for 
example, 
becomes upset 
or tries to 
comfort another 
child when they 
realise they have 
upset them. 

Assess/ 
review 
learning. 
Identify gaps 
and target in 
this last 
week.  



Communi
cation 
and 
Language 
 
Observe 
in play:  
Uses 
intonation, 
rhythm 
and 
phrasing 
to make 
the 
meaning 
clear to 
others 
Uses talk 
to connect 
ideas, 
explain 
what is 
happening 
and 
anticipate 
what 
might 
happen 
next, 
recall and 
relive past 
experienc
es  
 

Observe during 
smaller group 

learning such as 
phonics and in play. 
Record interactions 

as evidence on 
Tapestry.  

• Listens and 
responds to ideas 

expressed by others 
in conversation or 

discussion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Observe during 
smaller group 

learning such as 
phonics or guided 

reading and in play. 
Record interactions 

as evidence on 
Tapestry.  

• Listens and 
responds to ideas 

expressed by others 
in conversation or 

discussion. 

Begin Under 
the Sea topic 

sessions in the 
woodland area. 
During sessions 

ask how and 
why questions 

about key 
concepts. 

Beginning to 
understand 

‘why’ and ‘how’ 
questions  

• Beginning to 
use more 
complex 

sentences to 
link thoughts 

(e.g. using and, 
because) 

Uses talk to 
organise, 

sequence and 
clarify thinking, 
ideas, feelings 

and events. 

Begin Under 
the Sea topic 

sessions in the 
woodland 

area. During 
sessions ask 
how and why 

questions 
about key 
concepts. 

Beginning to 
understand 

‘why’ and ‘how’ 
questions  

• Beginning to 
use more 
complex 

sentences to 
link thoughts 
(e.g. using 

and, because) 
Uses talk to 
organise, 
sequence and 
clarify thinking, 
ideas, feelings 
and events. 

Begin Under 
the Sea topic 

sessions in the 
woodland area. 
During sessions 

ask how and 
why questions 

about key 
concepts. 

Beginning to 
understand 

‘why’ and ‘how’ 
questions  

• Beginning to 
use more 
complex 

sentences to 
link thoughts 

(e.g. using and, 
because) 

Uses talk to 
organise, 

sequence and 
clarify thinking, 
ideas, feelings 

and events. 

Begin Under the 
Sea topic 

sessions in the 
woodland area. 
During sessions 

ask how and 
why questions 

about key 
concepts. 

Beginning to 
understand ‘why’ 

and ‘how’ 
questions  

• Beginning to 
use more 
complex 

sentences to link 
thoughts (e.g. 

using and, 
because) 

Uses talk to 
organise, 

sequence and 
clarify thinking, 
ideas, feelings 

and events. 

Assess/ 
review 
learning. 
Identify gaps 
and target in 
this last 
week. 



Literacy 
 
Phonics  
Begins to 
read 
words and 
simple 
sentences
. 
Begins to 
break the 
flow of 
speech 
into 
words.   
 
Alphabet 
song to 
start. 
Guided 
Reading 
(W2) 
Begins to 
read 
words and 
simple 
sentences
. 
Begins to 
break the 
flow of 
speech 
into 
words.   
 

Sharing a Shell. 
Build the sea 
creature words in the 
rock pool.  
Write the word 
underneath.  
 
Hears and says the 
initial sound in words. 
 
Uses some clearly 
identifiable letters to 
communicate 
meaning, 
representing some 
sounds correctly and 
in sequence. 
 
Writes own name 
and other things such 
as labels, captions 
 
Can segment the 
sounds in simple 
words and blend 
them together and 
knows which letters 
represent some of 
them.  
 
 

Sharing a Shell. 
Build the sea 
creature words in the 
rock pool.  
Write the word 
underneath.  
 
Hears and says the 
initial sound in words. 
 
Uses some clearly 
identifiable letters to 
communicate 
meaning, 
representing some 
sounds correctly and 
in sequence. 
 
Writes own name 
and other things such 
as labels, captions 
 
Can segment the 
sounds in simple 
words and blend 
them together and 
knows which letters 
represent some of 
them.  
 
 

The Rainbow 
Fish. 
Write the CVC 
word beach 
labels. 
Extension: write 
a short caption 
based on the 
labels.  
 
Hears and says 
the initial sound 
in words. 
 
Uses some 
clearly 
identifiable 
letters to 
communicate 
meaning, 
representing 
some sounds 
correctly and in 
sequence. 
 
Writes own 
name and other 
things such as 
labels, captions 
 
Can segment 
the sounds in 
simple words 
and blend them 
together and 

The Rainbow 
Fish. 
Write the CVC 
word beach 
labels. 
Extension: 
write a short 
caption based 
on the labels.  
 
Hears and 
says the initial 
sound in 
words. 
 
Uses some 
clearly 
identifiable 
letters to 
communicate 
meaning, 
representing 
some sounds 
correctly and in 
sequence. 
 
Writes own 
name and 
other things 
such as labels, 
captions 
 
Can segment 
the sounds in 
simple words 

Snail and the 
Whale. 
Can you draw 
your favourite 
part of the story 
and label it. 
Extension: 
Write a simple 
sentence 
explaining what 
happened in 
that part of the 
story.  
W1: Labels  
 
Hears and says 
the initial sound 
in words. 
 
Uses some 
clearly 
identifiable 
letters to 
communicate 
meaning, 
representing 
some sounds 
correctly and in 
sequence. 
 
Writes own 
name and other 
things such as 
labels, captions 
 

Snail and the 
Whale. 
Can you draw 
your favourite 
part of the story 
and label it. 
Extension: Write 
a simple 
sentence 
explaining what 
happened in that 
part of the story.  
W2: Simple 
sentence 
 
Hears and says 
the initial sound 
in words. 
 
Uses some 
clearly 
identifiable 
letters to 
communicate 
meaning, 
representing 
some sounds 
correctly and in 
sequence. 
 
Writes own 
name and other 
things such as 
labels, captions 
 

Assess/ 
review 
learning. 
Identify gaps 
and target in 
this last 
week. 
 
Phonics 
assessment.  



 
Handwritin
g  
Links 
sounds to 
letters, 
naming 
and 
sounding 
the letters 
of the 
alphabet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

knows which 
letters 
represent some 
of them. 

and blend 
them together 
and knows 
which letters 
represent 
some of them. 

Can segment 
the sounds in 
simple words 
and blend them 
together and 
knows which 
letters 
represent some 
of them. 

Can segment 
the sounds in 
simple words 
and blend them 
together and 
knows which 
letters represent 
some of them.  

Mathemati
cs 
 
Number 
formation 
to 10.  
 
KIRF 
Target: 
Read and 
write all 
numbers 
to 20.  
Know 
number 

Links to Sharing a 
Shell 
More/ fewer 
Which one has 
more? 
Which one has 
fewer? 
  
1 more 1 less 
What would be 1 
more? 
What would be 1 
less? 
 
Uses the language of 
‘more’ and ‘fewer’ to 

Links to Sharing a 
Shell 
More/ fewer 
Which one has 
more? 
Which one has 
fewer? 
  
1 more 1 less 
What would be 1 
more? 
What would be 1 
less? 
 
Uses the language of 
‘more’ and ‘fewer’ to 

Links to 
rainbow fish: 
adding counting 
sea creatures  
Addition 
Introduce + and 
= 
 
Add two single 
digit numbers 
together using 
objects and the 
counting on 
method.  
 

Links to 
rainbow fish: 
adding sea 
creatures  
Addition 
Introduce + 
and = 
 
Add two single 
digit numbers 
together using 
objects and the 
counting on 
method.  
 

Links to snail 
and the whale: 
subtracting sea 
creatures 
Subtraction  
Introduce – and 
= 
 
Subtract 1 
single digit 
number from 
another using 
objects and the 
counting back 
method. 

Links to snail 
and the whale: 
subtracting sea 
creatures 
Subtraction  
Introduce – and 
= 
 
Subtract 1 single 
digit number 
from another 
using objects 
and the counting 
back method. 
In practical 
activities and 

Assess/ 
review 
learning. 
Identify gaps 
and target in 
this last 
week. 
 



bonds to 
10. 
 
 
 

compare two sets of 
objects.  
Says the number that 
is one more than a 
given number.  
Finds one more or 
one less from a 
group of up to five 
objects, then ten 
objects.  
 

compare two sets of 
objects.  
Says the number that 
is one more than a 
given number.  
Finds one more or 
one less from a 
group of up to five 
objects, then ten 
objects.  
 

Focus on 
number bonds 
to 10.  
In practical 
activities and 
discussion, 
beginning to 
use the 
vocabulary 
involved in 
adding and 
subtracting. 
Records, using 
marks that they 
can interpret 
and explain. 

Focus on 
number bonds 
to 10. 
In practical 
activities and 
discussion, 
beginning to 
use the 
vocabulary 
involved in 
adding and 
subtracting. 
Records, using 
marks that 
they can 
interpret and 
explain. 

In practical 
activities and 
discussion, 
beginning to 
use the 
vocabulary 
involved in 
adding and 
subtracting. 
Records, using 
marks that they 
can interpret 
and explain. 
 

discussion, 
beginning to use 
the vocabulary 
involved in 
adding and 
subtracting. 
Records, using 
marks that they 
can interpret and 
explain. 

Understan
ding the 
World 
 
Technolog
y 
• 
Completes 
a simple 
program on 
a computer 
(iPad’s, 
laptops, 
Bee-Bots, 
Interactive 
Whiteboard
) 
• Uses ICT 
hardware 

Sharing photographs 
brought in of the 
children with their 
families. 
Discuss similarities 
and differences.  
Knows some of the 
things that make 
them unique, and can 
talk about some of 
the similarities and 
differences in relation 
to 
friends or family. 

Sharing photographs 
brought in of the 
children with their 
families. 
Discuss similarities 
and differences.  
Knows some of the 
things that make 
them unique, and can 
talk about some of 
the similarities and 
differences in relation 
to 
friends or family. 

Under the Sea 
Woodland 
sessions.  
Rainbow Fish 
images 
Comments and 
asks questions 
about aspects 
of their familiar 
world such as 
the place where 
they live or the 
natural world. 
Can talk about 
some of the 
things they 
have observed 
such as 

Under the Sea 
Woodland 
sessions.  
Friendship 
Sticks  
Comments and 
asks questions 
about aspects 
of their familiar 
world such as 
the place 
where they live 
or the natural 
world. 
Can talk about 
some of the 
things they 
have observed 

Under the Sea 
Woodland 
sessions.  
Painting a sea 
picture  
Comments and 
asks questions 
about aspects 
of their familiar 
world such as 
the place where 
they live or the 
natural world. 
Can talk about 
some of the 
things they 
have observed 
plants, animals, 

Under the Sea 
Woodland 
sessions.  
Animal sorting  
Comments and 
asks questions 
about aspects of 
their familiar 
world such as 
the place where 
they live or the 
natural world. 
Can talk about 
some of the 
things they have 
observed such 
as plants, 
animals, natural 

Assess/ 
review 
learning. 
Identify gaps 
and target in 
this last 
week. 
 



to interact 
with age-
appropriate 
computer 
software 

 

plants, animals, 
natural and 
found objects. 
Developing an 
understanding 
of growth, 
decay and 
changes 
over time. 
Shows care and 
concern for 
living things and 
the environment 

such as plants, 
animals, 
natural and 
found objects. 
Developing an 
understanding 
of growth, 
decay and 
changes 
over time. 
Shows care 
and concern 
for living things 
and the 
environment 
 

natural and 
found objects. 
Developing an 
understanding 
of growth, 
decay and 
changes 
over time. 
Shows care and 
concern for 
living things and 
the environment 

and found 
objects. 
Developing an 
understanding of 
growth, decay 
and changes 
over time. 
Shows care and 
concern for living 
things and the 
environment 
 

Physical 
Developm
ent 
 
1. 
Children 
to show 
control in 
large and 
small 
movement
s. 
Continue 
with PE 
observatio
ns. 
Start 
handwritin
g sessions 

Begin handwriting 
sessions/ continue 
Dough disco for 
those children that 
need it. Put more 
dough disco 
resources in the Fine 
Motor area.  
Uses simple tools to 
effect changes to 
materials.  
Handles tools, 
objects, construction 
and malleable 
materials safely and 
with increasing 
control.  
Shows a preference 
for a dominant hand. 

Begin handwriting 
sessions/ continue 
Dough disco for 
those children that 
need it. Put more 
dough disco 
resources in the Fine 
Motor area.  
Uses simple tools to 
effect changes to 
materials.  
Handles tools, 
objects, construction 
and malleable 
materials safely and 
with increasing 
control.  
Shows a preference 
for a dominant hand. 

Begin 
handwriting 
sessions/ 
continue Dough 
disco for those 
children that 
need it. Put 
more dough 
disco resources 
in the Fine 
Motor area.  
Uses simple 
tools to effect 
changes to 
materials.  
Handles tools, 
objects, 
construction 
and malleable 

Begin 
handwriting 
sessions/ 
continue 
Dough disco 
for those 
children that 
need it. Put 
more dough 
disco 
resources in 
the Fine Motor 
area.  
Uses simple 
tools to effect 
changes to 
materials.  
Handles tools, 
objects, 

Begin 
handwriting 
sessions/ 
continue Dough 
disco for those 
children that 
need it. Put 
more dough 
disco resources 
in the Fine 
Motor area.  
Uses simple 
tools to effect 
changes to 
materials.  
Handles tools, 
objects, 
construction 
and malleable 

Begin 
handwriting 
sessions/ 
continue Dough 
disco for those 
children that 
need it. Put 
more dough 
disco resources 
in the Fine Motor 
area.  
Uses simple 
tools to effect 
changes to 
materials.  
Handles tools, 
objects, 
construction and 
malleable 

Assess/ 
review 
learning. 
Identify gaps 
and target in 
this last 
week. 
 



for those 
children 
that are 
ready.  
 
2. 
Understan
d a need 
for safety.  
 
 
 

Begins to form 
recognisable letters. 
 
Observe PE lesson 
for all children.  
Experiments with 
different ways of 
moving.  
Jumps off an object 
and lands 
appropriately. 

Begins to form 
recognisable letters. 
 
Safety measures 
circle times and 
drawings.  
Shows understanding 
of the need for safety 
when tackling new 
challenges, and 
considers and 
manages some risks.  
Shows understanding 
of how to transport 
and store equipment 
safely. 

materials safely 
and with 
increasing 
control.  
Shows a 
preference for a 
dominant hand. 
Begins to form 
recognisable 
letters. 
 
Safety 
measures circle 
times and 
drawings.  
Links to 
woodland 
sessions.  
Shows 
understanding 
of the need for 
safety when 
tackling new 
challenges, and 
considers and 
manages some 
risks.  
Shows 
understanding 
of how to 
transport and 
store equipment 
safely. 

construction 
and malleable 
materials 
safely and with 
increasing 
control.  
Shows a 
preference for 
a dominant 
hand. 
Begins to form 
recognisable 
letters. 
 
Safety 
measures- 
acting out in 
play 
observations.   
Links to 
woodland 
sessions.  
Shows 
understanding 
of the need for 
safety when 
tackling new 
challenges, 
and considers 
and manages 
some risks.  
Shows 
understanding 
of how to 
transport and 

materials safely 
and with 
increasing 
control.  
Shows a 
preference for a 
dominant hand. 
Begins to form 
recognisable 
letters. 
 
Safety 
measures- 
acting out in 
play 
observations.   
Links to 
woodland 
sessions.  
Shows 
understanding 
of the need for 
safety when 
tackling new 
challenges, and 
considers and 
manages some 
risks.  
Shows 
understanding 
of how to 
transport and 
store equipment 
safely. 

 

materials safely 
and with 
increasing 
control.  
Shows a 
preference for a 
dominant hand. 
Begins to form 
recognisable 
letters. 
 
Observe PE 
lesson for all 
children.  
Links to 
woodland 
sessions.  
Experiments 
with different 
ways of moving.  
Jumps off an 
object and lands 
appropriately. 



store 
equipment 
safely. 

Expressiv
e Arts and 
Design 
 
Focus on: 
Make links 
to topic 
and RE to 
teach 
direct 
creative 
skills such 
as joining 
materials 
and colour 
mixing. 
 
Links to 
woodland 
sessions  
 
Continue 
to observe 
children’s 
independe
nt creative 
ideas in 
provision. 
 
 

Colour Mixing- RE 
painting of your 
family. 
 
Model mixing colours 
using the powder 
paints. Which colours 
mix together to make 
what? How do we 
make colours lighter 
and darker? 
Explores colour and 
how colours can be 
changed  
Explores what 
happens when they 
mix colours  
 
 
 

Colour Mixing- RE 
painting of your 
family. 
 
Colour Mixing 
Model mixing colours 
using the powder 
paints. Which colours 
mix together to make 
what? How do we 
make colours lighter 
and darker? 
Explores colour and 
how colours can be 
changed  
Explores what 
happens when they 
mix colours  
 

RE- decorate 
love hearts 
Beginning to be 
interested in 
and describe 
the texture of 
things. 
Realises tools 
can be used for 
a purpose. 
 
Experiments to 
create different 
textures.  
Understands 
that different 
media can be 
combined to 
create new 
effects.  
Manipulates 
materials to 
achieve a 
planned effect. 
Understands 
that they can 
use lines to 
enclose a 
space, and then 
begin to use 
these shapes to 
represent 

Observe 
children using 
their creative 
talents to help/ 
support others. 
 
Music and 
rhythm 
sessions with 
KH every 
Tuesday PM.   
Enjoys joining 
in with dancing 
and ring 
games. 
Sings a few 
familiar songs. 
Beginning to 
move 
rhythmically. 
Imitates 
movement in 
response to 
music. 
Taps out 
simple 
repeated 
rhythms. 
Begins to build 
a repertoire of 
songs and 
dances. 

Children act out 
Nativity story.   
 
Music and 
rhythm 
sessions with 
KH every 
Tuesday PM.   
Enjoys joining 
in with dancing 
and ring games. 
Sings a few 
familiar songs. 
Beginning to 
move 
rhythmically. 
Imitates 
movement in 
response to 
music. 
Taps out simple 
repeated 
rhythms. 
Begins to build 
a repertoire of 
songs and 
dances. 
Explores the 
different sounds 
of instruments. 

Children to draw 
nativity scene.  
 
Music and 
rhythm sessions 
with KH every 
Tuesday PM.   
Enjoys joining in 
with dancing and 
ring games. 
Sings a few 
familiar songs. 
Beginning to 
move 
rhythmically. 
Imitates 
movement in 
response to 
music. 
Taps out simple 
repeated 
rhythms. 
Begins to build a 
repertoire of 
songs and 
dances. 
Explores the 
different sounds 
of instruments. 

Assess/ 
review 
learning. 
Identify gaps 
and target in 
this last 
week. 
 



objects. 
Uses simple 
tools and 
techniques 
competently 
and 
appropriately. 
 

 

Explores the 
different 
sounds of 
instruments. 

 


