
 

 

 

    

      

                                       

 
  
         

    
 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 
We hope you had a great half term holiday! 
We are ready for some exciting new learning 

in Year 2 and building up to Christmas 
2020! Any questions please come and speak 

to one of us!  
Year 2 staff: Mrs Hemming, Mrs LB, Mrs 

Harris 

  

Important Days 
Monday & Friday 

PE lessons – full kits needed with trainers. 
Dance and Games this half-term 

 

Tuesday 
Maths in the woods when possible - wellies 

and coats essential 
Friday 

Mathletics and Reading eggs homework set to be 
completed by the following Friday. We will be 

aiming to do as many of our lessons outside this 
half-term. Please make sure your child comes to 

school with a coat every day.  
 
 

RE  
Our topic this half-term is ‘Mysteries’. We will start our topic by exploring what we think a mystery is. Children will be encouraged 
to explore what the difference is between a puzzle and a mystery. Our next lesson will move onto looking at the trinity and how this 

can be presented as a mystery. Children will be encouraged to ask wonder questions about the trinity. We will then move onto 
learning about the Annunciation story and ask questions to Mary on how she felt. Our final learning objectives will be about the 

visits of the Shepherds and the wise and encouraging the children to retell the stories and also think about why Christmas is 
significant to them as Christians.  

 
English 

Over this half-term our reading and writing learning will be based on the book that is linked to our topic about Ahoy there! The 
book that we will be studying is ‘Kaspar the price of Cats’ by Michael Morpurgo. We will start our English journey off by doing lots 
of guided and shared reading around the book. As this book is a novel, we will be reading the book to the children and focussing 
our objectives to sections of the story. Throughout the half term we will be learning how to write a letter (imagining we are on the 

Titanic) and also a story set on the Titanic.  In all our cross curricular writing we will continue to be working hard to use 
conjunctions, contractions, nouns, adjectives and verbs. All children will continue to have discrete phonics lessons during the week. 
We will be following the sounds write programme. In week 3 of the half term all children will sit their phonics screening assessment 
with Mrs Hemming or Mrs LB. This will be a past paper and the children are well prepared for this from their time in Year 1 and the 
start of Year 2. In guided reading continue to be working hard on our inference and fluency in our guided reading sessions. We will 
also start to do more independent comprehension questions in our guided reading sessions linked to our topics in each subject this 
half term. We will be using Pobble 365 to get children thinking about some of the reading skills in Year 2! We love the daily picture 

- check it out at home too to encourage discussion with your child: https://www.pobble365.com/  

 
 
  

Topic: Ahoy there!                  Book: Kaspar Prince of cats (Michael Morpurgo) 

Autumn Term 2 2020 

 

 

Mathematics 
This half term we will kick off our maths learning by adding and subtracting one- and two-digit numbers. We will be using a 

variety of methods to help us calculate. We will then be focussing on answering reasoning questions using addition and 
subtraction. Our next maths objectives will then link to using and handing money. Children will learn about different coins and 

notes and then use them in a variety of problems. We will complete our maths objectives this half term by learning how to multiply 
and divide numbers and objects. This half term our KIRF targets will be: to use number bonds and related subtraction facts up to 
20, to use addition and subtraction facts to 20 quickly and work out similar facts to 100 and to add and subtract mentally two 
digit numbers up to 100. Please make sure your child completes their Mathletics homework each week as it supports what we are 

learning in class each week. 
 

Art 
This half-term we are moving onto Art. We are going to learn about the Japanese Artist Hokusai. Hokusai was born in 1760, he is 
famous for his beautiful landscape pictures. We will be focussing on ‘The Great Wave off Kanagawa’ – linked to our topic of ‘Ahoy 
There’, the oceans/waves etc. The first thing we will be doing is looking at how his work makes us feel, followed by a video lesson 
on how to draw waves accurately. Once we have copied Hokusai’s work and have our own wave pictures, we will then be collaging 
our final picture using a range of materials. Our final lesson will be to self-assess our work, looking at what we are proud of and 

what worked well.  

 

 

 

Computing 
This half-term we will be linking our computing curriculum to our Ahoy there topic. We will be building on the programming skills 

that the children started in Year 1 on a programme called Scratch and also using Beebots. Children will develop their own codes and 
create their own Sprite to get it to move in different directions across different backgrounds. We will also be revisiting how to stay 

safe on line at the start of our computing topic.  
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=st+josephs+catholic+primary+school+wetherby&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=EP1xncioK6CDaM&tbnid=iii5NypzaeJxjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stjosephswetherby.com%2Fschool%2Fmission-statement-2%2F&ei=KPMPUbbFOKjT0QXCkoDgDA&bvm=bv.41867550,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFvlZXysJ4iHscRHH3gUSU8r0bhBA&ust=1360086171760995
https://www.pobble365.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE 
This half term the children will have a PE partner session on a Friday morning. During this game’s session children will be learning 

new skills in their lessons. We will be learning how to negotiate space, work as a team and learn new tactics for the games we 
play. We will be encouraging the children to use some of their games they learn in PE, to play at break and lunch times with their 

peers in their bubble. During our other PE session, the children will be learning new dance skills, focussing on copying and 
remembering moves and joining two skills together.  

 
 Science 

Our topic for this half-term is all about animals and understanding living things. We will start by looking at things that are alive, 
things that are dead and things that have never lived. Children will learn about the acronym MRS GREN. We will then be focussing 

on animals and their habitats – in particular those mammals/animals that live under the sea. Our next few lessons will be to look at 
food chains, and looking at how animals and plants rely on each other to survive. As an ongoing Science investigation we will be 
using a rain gauge to monitor how much rain fall we get each week and we will be keeping a weather diary now the weather is 

rather interchangeable.  

Homework 
This half term we have put a homework grid on our class page that we would like you to access at your own leisure throughout the 
half term. The tasks link to all our curriculum areas so it would be beneficial for your child to complete all the challenges before the 

end of the half term. We would love the children to share anything special that they complete in their homework challenges with us in 
class. Please send work in with your child and we will celebrate their achievements as class. 

Reading - The children will have two books sent home every other week linked to our Sounds Write phonics programme. We will also 
be setting weekly challenges on reading eggs for your children to access.  

Mathletics tasks will be set every Friday. The tasks will be set according to what the children have been learning that week during 
their maths and KIRF lessons.  

 

Topic  
New topic - Ahoy there! 

We were blown away by the ideas that the children wanted to learn about this half term. We have tried our best to feed a selection of 
their ideas into our topic this half term. We will start by locating Oceans and Continents around the world through a burn 2 learn 

lesson. We will then look at what life is like under the sea and what animals live under the sea. Our next lesson will be exploring the 
history of the Titanic and ordering the time line of events of what happened to it. The children will be given the opportunity to ask 
questions about the Titanic and research using our class topic books and the iPads. Our music lessons and computing lessons will 

link to our topic this half term. We will be exploring a variety of instruments to perform the nursery rhyme Row, Row, Row your boat 
and also attempt a verse to Under the sea from The Little Mermaid. We will end the half term looking at treasure maps and having a 
go at creating a treasure map linked to treasure from the Titanic. We will be encouraging children to use compass points. If you can 

share a compass with your child at home this will give them a head start to their Geography this half term.   

 

Ways to Help Your Child 
As we learn so much at school, any extra that you can do at home is a bonus. At the same time, we feel that the best help you can 
give them is learning in their natural environment, and giving them experiences that support our learning in each topic. For example, 

this half term you could get your child to create a treasure map in their garden and use directions and compass points to find the 
treasure. You could also look at artifacts found on the Titanic and any other famous shipwrecks. We really love learning outdoors, so 
take long walks, create dens, write instructions on how to make a den, read in your den. You could start to think about Christmas and 

create your own advent calendar with an activity each day to help keep your brain and body healthy!  
We would ideally like you to read your school books with your child at least twice a week - focusing on questioning and making 
predictions in what they are reading. As going to the library is difficult at the moment, try and read a variety of books online. We 

really like Oxford Owl’s resource bank of free online books. Here is the website to check it out - https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/  
Please come and see a member of Year 2 if you would like any support in helping your child at home. 

 

 

PSHE 
This half term our topic is ‘Boys, Girls and Families’. We will be looking at the differences and similarities between people. Year 2 will 

then learn about the biological differences between male and female animals and their role in the life cycle. Pupils will learn the 
biological differences between male and female children - how we grow from young to old growing and changing along the way. We 

will finish by focussing on how we all need to be cared for in some capacity and how our family and home-life is very special.  

 
 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/

