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Children’s learning is so complex, so rich, so 
fascinating, so varied, so surprising and so full of 
enthusiasm that to see it taking place every day 

before one’s very eyes is one of the greatest 
privileges of any early childhood practitioner.”

Cathy Nutbrown 

The pride and privilege of being an early years 
teacher…



We want all our children to enjoy fun, engaging 
and satisfying play and learning experiences.
The Characteristics of Effective Learning

WHAT children learn is important but HOW 
children learn is even more important! 
Playing and exploring –
children investigate, explore and experience 
things, and are willing to ‘have a go’;

Active learning –
children concentrate and keep on trying if they 
encounter difficulties and enjoy their 
achievements; 

Creating and Thinking Critically - children have 
and develop their own ideas, make links 
between experiences and develop strategies 
for doing things.

These underpin learning and development 
across all areas and support the child to remain 
an effective and motivated learner.



Why are the characteristics of learning so 
important to us each day in Nursery?

Your child has to take the learning experience in, make sense of it and have the interest, 
motivation, vitality and language to drive this. And so we, your child’s teachers, must 

ensure that each day, our teaching answers YES to the following questions:

Do children have opportunities to develop their physical development, personal, social and 
emotional development and communication and language?

Each day are children really engaged? Do they feel safe and able to regulate their 
emotions?  Are the children really motivated? Are the children doing their own thinking?

Am I making sure that each child is being supported through warm, secure relationships to 
develop a positive sense of themselves?  

Only the answer YES to these important questions will do! We promise that we will!



National Guidance for the Early years 
Curriculum

Area of Learning and 

Development

Aspect

Prime Areas

Personal, Social and

Emotional Development

Making relationships

Self-confidence and 

self- awareness

Managing feelings and        

behaviour

Physical Development Moving and handling

Health and self-care

Communication and              

Language

Listening and attention

Understanding

Speaking

Specific areas

Literacy Reading

Writing

Mathematics Numbers

Shape, space and measure

Understanding the World People and communities

The World

Technology

Expressive Arts and Design Exploring and using media and 

materials

Being imaginative



Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development



Physical Development



Communication and Language



Mathematics



Literacy – leading into Reading and Writing



Understanding of the World



Expressive Arts and Design



Learning about letters, sounds and early phonics: we use small group 
learning sessions, to develop children’s listening and attention skills 
through games. This builds onto introducing letter sounds, the 
building blocks for our whole-school Sounds Write approach to 
phonics teaching.



Responsive planning: Children’s interests 
are the starting point for learning.

Watching children thinking is one of the greatest 
privileges of any educator, and there is wide 

agreement that close observation is an essential 
process of working with young children … Educators 
need to watch the children they work with, keeping 

open minds and responding with sensitivity, and 
respect to what they see.                                           

“Tomorrow builds upon today”



You know your child best! In Nursery, we build up our understanding of 
them from you and so our zoom telephone calls (which replace our 
home visits this year) are a first step in getting to know your child!
We will get to know how your child learns, who is important to them, 
what their happy/ sad looks like, their interests and how to respond. 
We have lovely relationships with our parents and what matters to us 
both is that each child feels happy, settled and valued. We achieve the 
best for your child by sharing and celebrating their achievements, 
experiences and needs honestly and openly together. In this way we 
can best understand and meet your child’s needs and milestones-
physically, socially, emotionally and cognitively!



Tapestry: our on line learning journal system for observations.

Tapestry was introduced into EYFS at school last year and has now 
become a vital tool in building up a whole picture of each child’s 
experiences and development. We send observations to you and you 
send home based experiences back too- together a picture of the 
whole child’s progress is created!



 Proud Cloud: our Proud Clouds are to celebrate 
children's achievements. Children sit on our ‘hot 
seat’ and share these with their friends. 

 Please tell us anything your child is proud of for us to 
share together at Nursery, such as:

 Going swimming, jumping in the pool for the first 
time.

 Sleeping in their own bed all night.
 Getting dressed all by themselves.
 Counting up the stairs up to 10.



We are looking forward to going on a 
wonderful learning journey together in 

Foundation 1 
at St. Joseph’s.


