
 

 

Year Group: 4 

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Half Term Overview Planner 

Autumn 1 2020-2021 

Theme: Amazing Adventures 

 

Teacher: Miss A. Hegedüs 

 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 

Assessment 

Week 

Week 5 Week 6 

 

Week 7 

RE 

 

The Bible as a 

book 

To know that 

the Bible is a 

story of God’s 

relationship 

with his people. 

 

We will explore 

how the Bible 

can help us and 

know that Jesus 

teaches us to 

have faith and 

trust in him. 

English core 

skills: Using 

religious 

vocabulary 

How to use the 

Bible? We will 

explore Holy 

Scriptures and 

how to find 

them. 

Burn2Learn 

To know that in 

the Bible God 

tells us about 

himself. 

 

We will learn 

about how we 

can find out 

what God is like 

through the 

Bible. 

English core 

skills: 

Identifying 

different 

genres of 

writing, 

interpreting 

information 

 

To know that 

God calls 

Abraham. 

 

Children ask and 

respond to 

questions about 

Biblical figures 

and themselves. 

We will learn 

about how 

Abraham’s 

faithfulness was 

rewarded. 

English core 

skills: Diary 

entry 

We will act out 

scenes of the 

story. 

Burn2Learn 

 

To know about 

God’s call to 

Joseph. 

 

We will reflect 

on God’s plan 

for Joseph. We 

will discuss how 

we can follow 

examples of 

forgiveness. 

English core 

skills: Using 

paragraphs 

Retell a 

narrative that 

is accurate in 

its sequence 

and that 

corresponds to 

the scripture 

source used. 

To know about 

God’s call to 

Moses. 

 

We will reflect 

on what we can 

learn from 

Moses’ 

experience. We 

will consider how 

we can build our 

own confidence 

and place our 

trust in God 

because He will 

always help us. 

English core 

skills: Reading 

comprehension 

To know about 

God’s call to 

David. 

 

We will reflect 

on David’s trust 

in God. 

We will discuss 

how David’s 

confidence was 

in God and how 

God can help us 

overcome our 

difficulties. 

English core 

skills: Writing 

an email 

To know that 

God speaks to 

us in the Bible. 

 

We will reflect 

on how to use 

the Bible to 

help someone in 

need. 

We will be 

exploring more 

Scriptures and 

using the 

references to 

give helpful 

advice.  

English core 

skills: Letter 

writing 

English 

 

Persuasive 

writing 

Persuasive 

Writing: 

Features 

Persuasive 

Writing: 

Persuasive 

Letter 

Persuasive 

Writing: Formal 

Letter of 

Invitation 

Assessment 

week 

SPaG and 

reading 

Play script 

 

Milestone 2: To 

plan and write. 

Persuasive 

Writing: 

Adverts 

Persuasive 

Writing: 

Adverts 

 



 

Class text:  

Alice’s 

Adventures in 

Wonderland by 

Lewis Carroll 

 

Text types: 

-persuasive 

letter (informal) 

-formal letter 

of invitation 

-play script 

-persuasive 

adverts 

 

Burn2Learn 

opportunities 

used in various 

ways throughout 

the lessons e.g. 

beach ball 

bonanza, spelling 

aerobics, 

curriculum cups, 

whiteboard 

workout, 

treasure hunt, 

vocabulary 

bingo, 

vocabulary 

basketball 

Milestone 2: To 

discuss writing 

similar to that 

which they are 

planning to 

write in order 

to understand 

and learn from 

its structure 

and vocabulary. 

We will start 

our new English 

learning by 

unpicking the 

features of 

persuasive 

texts. Focusing 

on imperative 

verbs, 

repetition, 

expanded noun 

phrases and 

rhetorical 

questions. 

 

Milestone 2: To 

compose and 

rehearse 

sentences 

orally.  

We will hold a 

class debate: 

Should Alice 

follow the white 

rabbit? We will 

use persuasive 

Milestone 2: To 

sequence 

paragraphs. 

We will explore 

what forms 

persuasive 

texts can take 

and focus on 

persuasive 

letters. We will 

look at the 

structure of 

letters and how 

paragraphs are 

used in them. 

 

Milestone 2: To 

plan writing by 

discussing and 

recording ideas. 

Milestone 2: To 

draft and write 

by organising 

paragraphs 

around a theme. 

We will plan to 

write a 

persuasive 

letter to Alice, 

convincing here 

whether she 

should or should 

not embark on 

her adventure. 

Milestone 2: To 

edit and 

improve. 

 

Milestone 2: To 

learn from text 

structure. 

We will be using 

the persuasive 

devices we 

learnt about and 

explore how we 

can draft our 

formal letters 

of invitation 

from the Queen 

of Hearts to 

the Duchess. 

 

Milestone 2: To 

plan and write. 

After unpicking 

the features of 

persuasive 

letters, we will 

be planning and 

drafting our 

own formal 

letters of 

invitation. 

 

Milestone 2: To 

edit and 

improve. 

We will be 

assessing the 

effectiveness 

of our own and 

others’ writing 

comprehension 

focus. 

 

Milestone 2: To 

perform a play 

script. 

We will use 

drama and act 

out some of 

Alice’s most 

memorable 

adventures.  

 

After exploring 

the features of 

play scripts, we 

will choose a 

scene and write 

our own play 

script. 

We will continue 

with our drafts 

of our persuasive 

letter.  

 

Milestone 2: To 

use standard 

English forms of 

verb inflections. 

We will use the 

correct form of 

verb inflections 

in the present 

and past tense. 

 

Milestone 2: To 

edit and improve. 

We will edit and 

improve our 

work. 

 

Milestone 2: To 

use expanded 

noun phrases. 

We will explore 

the guidelines 

of advertising 

and the 

importance of 

persuasive 

devices. Our 

focus will be on 

expanded noun 

phrases and 

alliteration to 

make our 

adverts 

effective. 

 

Milestone 2: To 

plan and write. 

After 

comparing 

adverts and 

using our 

learning about 

persuasive 

texts we will 

plan and draft 

our own Alice in 

Wonderland 

themed 

adverts. 

 

Milestone 2: To 

edit and 

improve. 

We will be 

assessing the 

effectiveness 

of our own and 

others’ writing 

and suggesting 

improvements, 

with a special 

focus on 

persuasive 

vocabulary.  

 

The children 

will have the 

opportunity t 

design a poster 

for their 

adverts as well. 



language and 

reasoning. 

We will edit and 

improve our 

work. 

and suggesting 

improvements.  

 

Mathematics 

 

Number: Place 

Value 

Number: 

Addition and 

Subtraction 

 

Links made to 

the adventure 

theme through 

worded 

problems. E.g. 

using data from 

around the 

regions of the 

UK, calculating 

distances, 

looking at 

temperature 

differences. 

 

Burn2Learn 

opportunities 

used in various 

ways throughout 

the lessons e.g. 

treasure hunt, 

whiteboard 

workout, finger 

fit, post-it 

forward, hoop 

hop 

Place value – 4-

digit numbers 

 

 

Numbers to 

1,000 

Milestone 2: To 

recognise the 

place value of 

each digit in a 

3-digit number 

(hundreds, tens, 

and ones). 

 

100s, 10s, 1s 

Milestone 2: 

Recognise the 

place value of 

each digit in a 

3-digit number 

(hundreds, tens, 

ones). 

 

1,000s, 100s, 

10s, 1s 

Milestone 2: 

Recognise the 

place value of 

each digit in a 

4-digit number 

(thousands, 

hundreds, tens, 

ones). 

Place value – 4-

digit numbers 

 

 

Rounding to the 

nearest 10. 

Milestone 2: To 

round any 

number to the 

nearest 10. 

 

Rounding to the 

nearest 100. 

Milestone 2: To 

round any 

number to the 

nearest 100. 

 

Counting in 

1,000s 

Milestone 2: To 

count in 

multiples of 

1,000. 

 

Representing 4-

digit numbers. 

Milestone 2: To 

represent 

numbers using 

different 

representations. 

Place value – 4-

digit numbers 

 

 

The number line 

to 10,000 

To identify, 

represent and 

estimate 

numbers using 

different 

representations. 

 

Finding 1,000 

more or less 

Milestone 2: To 

find 1,000 more 

or less than a 

given number. 

 

Place value – 4-

digit numbers 

 

 

Comparing and 

ordering 

numbers to 

10,000 

Milestone 2: To 

order and 

compare 

numbers 

beyond 1,000. 

 

Rounding to the 

nearest 1,000. 

Milestone 2: To 

round any 

number to the 

nearest 1,000. 

 

Assessment 

week. Focus on 

place value. 

 

Place value – 4-

digit numbers 

 

 

Counting in 25s 

Milestone 2: To 

count in 

multiples of 25. 

 

Negative 

numbers 

Milestone 2: To 

count backwards 

through zero to 

include negative 

numbers.  

 

Roman numerals 

to 100 

Milestone 2: To 

read Roman 

numerals to 100 

(I to C) and know 

that, over time, 

the numeral 

system changed 

to include the 

concept of 0 and 

place value.  

Addition and 

Subtraction 

 

 

Adding 1s, 10s, 

100s, 1,000s 

 

Adding two 4-

digit numbers 

Milestone 2: To 

add numbers 

with up to 4 

digits using the 

formal written 

methods of 

columnar 

addition where 

appropriate. 

Milestone 2: To 

solve number 

and practical 

problems that 

involve addition 

with 

increasingly 

large positive 

numbers. 

 

Addition and 

Subtraction 

 

Subtracting 1s, 

10s, 100s, 

1,000s 

 

Subtracting 

two 4-digit 

numbers 

Milestone 2: To 

subtract 

numbers with 

up to 4 digits 

using the 

formal written 

methods of 

columnar 

subtraction 

where 

appropriate. 

Milestone 2: To 

solve number 

and practical 

problems that 

involve 

subtraction 

with 

increasingly 

large positive 

numbers. 



Science 

 

States of 

matter, changes 

of state and the 

water cycle 

Solid, liquid or 

gas? 

 

Milestone 2: To 

compare and 

group materials 

together, 

according to 

whether they 

are solids, 

liquids or gases. 

 

Children will 

initially group 

everyday 

objects based 

on whether they 

are solids, 

liquids or gases. 

Children will 

generate 

questions 

around the 

topic. 

English core 

skills: 

Punctuating 

questions 

We will get 

familiar with 

the scientific 

vocabulary and 

act out how 

particles behave 

in solids, liquids 

and gases. 

Burn2Learn 

Investigating 

gases 

 

Milestone 2: To 

set up simple 

practical 

enquiries and 

comparative and 

fair tests. 

We will 

investigate and 

compare the 

weight of gases. 

The children will 

find the weight 

of carbon 

dioxide in 

different fizzy 

drinks. 

Maths core 

skills: Record 

and present 

data 

Milestone 2: To 

make 

systematic, 

careful and 

accurate 

observations 

and 

measurements 

and report on 

findings from 

enquiries by 

displaying 

results and 

conclusions. 

Changing state 

investigation 

 

Milestone 2: To 

observe that 

some materials 

change state 

when they are 

heated or 

cooled, and 

measure the 

temperature at 

which this 

happens in 

degrees Celsius 

(°C). 

We will 

investigate how 

long it takes for 

different types 

of chocolate to 

melt. We will 

measure the 

temperature of 

water with a 

thermometer 

and record our 

findings in a 

table. 

Maths core 

skills: Record 

and present 

data 

Milestone 2: 

Make accurate 

measurements 

using standard 

Wonderful 

water 

 

Milestone 2: To 

observe that 

some materials 

change state 

when they are 

heated or 

cooled. 

We will 

research the 

three states of 

water and learn 

more about 

melting, 

freezing, 

evaporation and 

condensation. 

We will 

demonstrate 

the movement 

of water 

particles in the 

different 

states. 

Burn2Learn 

Maths core 

skills: Create 

and label 

diagrams 

 

Assessment-

understanding 

states of 

matter and 

Investigating 

evaporation 

 

Milestone 2: To 

associate the 

rate of 

evaporation with 

temperature. 

We will 

investigate 

where we can 

see evaporation 

in everyday life 

and consider 

what states of 

water are 

present.  

Maths core 

skills: Create and 

label diagrams 

 

Investigating 

condensation 

 

Milestone 2: To 

identify the 

part played by 

condensation in 

the water 

cycle. 

We will learn 

about what 

condensation is 

and when it 

occurs. We will 

carry out a 

condensation 

investigation to 

see how it 

relates to the 

water cycle. 

English core 

skills: Using 

expanded noun 

phrases 

 

The water 

cycle 

 

Milestone 2: To 

identify the 

part played by 

evaporation and 

condensation in 

the water 

cycle. 

We will explore 

how the water 

cycle is linked 

to the seas and 

coasts of the 

UK. 

We will create 

a model of the 

water cycle 

(mini water 

worlds). 

English core 

skills: Reading 

comprehension 



Milestone 2: 

Ask relevant 

questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

units, using a 

thermometer. 

changes of 

states.  

 

Computing 

 

Communicate 

ideas using 

advanced 

features of 

applications 

Use Sketches 

to create a 

digital drawing 

in watercolour 

of a chosen 

landmark from 

the UK. 

Milestone 2: To 

control the 

shades of pen 

English core 

skills: Using 

effective 

adjectives 

Our computing will link to our learning about Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. 

We will use Book Creator to combine text, images, audio and video to create a book trailer. English core skills: 

Using persuasive language 

Milestone 2: To use some of the advanced features of applications and devices in order to communicate ideas, 

work or messages professionally. 

History 

Victorian era 

 

Investigate and 

interpret the 

past 

We will put the Victorian era into 

historical context and show it on a 

timeline Burn2Learn  

We will use historical sources 

(Victorian paintings and other 

images) to find out about the 

Victorian period.  

English core skills: Making 

inferences 

Milestone 2: To use evidence to 

ask questions and find answers to 

questions about the past.  

 

We will investigate the life of the 

rich and poor in the Victorian era 

and make comparisons.  

Maths core skills: Record 

information using a Venn diagram 

Milestone 2: Describe the 

characteristic features of the 

past, including ideas, beliefs, 

attitudes and experiences of men, 

women and children. 

We will learn about the life and work of Charles 

Lutwidge Dodgson (Lewis Carroll) and we will research 

who Alice Liddell was.  

English core skills: Reading comprehension 

Milestone 2: To place events, artefacts and historical 

figures on a timeline using dates. 

Geography Focus 

UK 

 

Developing 

locational and 

place knowledge 

Building a 

picture 

 

Milestone 2: To 

name and locate 

countries and 

Counties of the 

UK 

 

Milestone 2: To 

name and locate 

Towns and cities 

 

Milestone 2: To 

name and locate 

cities of the UK. 

Hills and 

mountains 

 

Milestone 2: To 

identify 

topographical 

Fieldwork within 

the school 

grounds 

 

Milestone 2: 

Explain own 

Seas and 

coasts 

 

Milestone 2: To 

identify 

topographical 

Rivers 

 

Milestone 2: To 

identify 

topographical 



using various 

maps 

capitals of the 

UK. 

The children 

will locate the 

UK on a world 

map, name its 

countries and 

capitals. We will 

generate 

questions about 

the new topic. 

English core 

skills: 

Punctuating 

questions  

Milestone 2: 

Use the eight 

points of a 

compass to 

communicate 

knowledge of 

the UK. 

Burn2Learn 

counties of the 

UK.  

Children will 

learn what a 

county is and 

find out how 

the counties of 

England can be 

split into 

regions. 

English core 

skills: Proper 

nouns 

Burn2Learn 

Children will use 

their prior 

learning and 

locate some of 

the 

UK’s major 

cities on a map. 

Children will 

learn the 

difference 

between a town 

and a city. 

English core 

skills: Retrieve 

information 

features of the 

UK (hills, 

mountains).  

Children will 

find and then 

further explore 

some of the 

hills and 

mountains of 

the UK and 

identify their 

features and 

key facts. 

Maths core 

skills: 

Represent data 

with bar charts 

views about 

locations, giving 

reasons. 

The children will 

carry out an 

environmental 

survey and 

evaluation.  

Maths core 

skills: Record 

and represent 

data 

features of the 

UK (seas, 

coasts).  

Children will 

find out about 

the coastline of 

the UK and 

identify the 

seas and oceans 

that surround 

the UK. 

English core 

skills: Write a 

postcard to a 

friend from a 

coastal holiday 

features of the 

UK (rivers).  

The children 

will identify 

some of the 

major rivers in 

the UK and 

explore their 

journeys.  

Maths core 

skills: 

Represent data 

in a table 

DT Focus 

 

Designing and 

creating moving 

mechanisms 

 

 

Art 

 

Hatching and 

Cross Hatching 

 

Artist-Sir John 

Tenniel 

Evaluate 

 

Milestone 2: To 

evaluate 

existing product 

design. 

We will evaluate 

a variety of 

books with 

levers and 

linkage systems. 

Children will 

begin to think 

about what type 

Plan 

 

Milestone 2: To 

use scientific 

knowledge of 

the 

transference of 

forces to 

choose 

appropriate 

mechanisms for 

a product (such 

as levers). 

Learn and practise skills and 

techniques 

 

Milestone 2: To apply appropriate 

cutting and shaping techniques and 

select appropriate joining 

techniques. 

During the practical lessons, 

children will be exploring how to 

work with card and paper to 

create moving mechanisms. 

Milestone 2: To use hatching and 

cross hatching to show tone and 

texture. 

Do 

 

Milestone 2: To refine work and 

techniques as work progresses, 

continually evaluating product 

design. 

Children will create their pop-up 

books with added moving 

mechanisms. They will continue to 

work on their cutting, measuring 

and joining skills. 

 

Review 

 

Milestone 2: To 

evaluate 

product design. 

 

Children 

evaluate their 

finished 

product. 

Comment on 

what went well 

and what could 

be improved. 



of mechanisms 

they will use in 

their pop-up 

book.  

English core 

skills: 

Adjectives 

Children will 

draw and 

annotate their 

designs for 

their pop-up 

books. 

English core 

skills: Expanded 

noun phrases 

Children will use hatching and 

cross hatching to create 

illustrations for their books. We 

will be taking inspiration from Sir 

John Tenniel’s drawings from 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. 

English core 

skills: Expanded 

noun phrases 

MFL 

 

Our School  

 

What is in the 

classroom? 

Milestone 2: To 

ask and answer 

simple 

questions. 

Session 1 of 

New Primary 

French. 

Burn2Learn 

What is in a 

pencil case? 

Milestone 2: To 

take part in 

discussions and 

tasks. 

Session 2 of 

New Primary 

French. 

Burn2Learn 

School subjects 

Milestone 2: To 

understand the 

main points 

from spoken 

passages. 

Session 3 of 

New Primary 

French. 

Burn2Learn 

Milestone 2: To 

demonstrate a 

growing 

vocabulary. 

PE lesson 

Milestone 2: To 

understand the 

main points from 

spoken passages. 

Session 4 of 

New Primary 

French. 

Burn2Learn 

Around school 

Milestone 2: To 

ask and answer 

simple 

questions. 

Session 5 of 

New Primary 

French. 

Burn2Learn 

What we like to 

do 

Milestone 2: To 

express 

personal 

experiences 

and responses. 

Session 6 of 

New Primary 

French. 

Burn2Learn 

Music 

 

Describing and 

evaluating music 

Milestone 2: To 

evaluate music 

to identify 

areas of likes 

and dislikes.  

We will explore 

Hans Zimmer’s 

piece of music, 

‘Earth’. We will 

use descriptive 

vocabulary to 

describe the 

orchestral 

performance 

and express our 

likes and 

dislikes.  

Milestone 2: To use the terms duration, timbre, 

pitch, beat, tempo, texture and use of silence to 

describe music.  

 

Milestone 2: To evaluate music using musical 

vocabulary.  

 

We will explore Hans Zimmer’s music he composed 

for Blue Planet II and evaluate some of the greatest 

film music moments. 

 

 

Milestone 2: Understand layers of sounds and discuss 

their effect on mood and feelings. 

 

Inspired by Hans Zimmer’s Earth, we will experiment 

with composing our own music. We will create a 

‘shimmering’ pianissimo introduction, followed by 

three-note patterns and musical motifs to imitate 

life on Earth. 



English core 

skills: 

Adjectives, 

expanded noun 

phrases 

PE 

 

Team games 

 

PE Partner: 

Fitness circuit 

Milestone 2: To 

aim to improve 

personal best 

performances. 

To improve my 

understanding 

of how to 

improve my own 

physical 

strength. 

PE Partner: 

Slam ball 

Milestone 2: To 

pass to 

teammates at 

appropriate 

times. 

To improve my 

observation and 

communication 

skills. 

 

 

PE Partner: 

Invasion/end 

zones 

Milestone 2: To 

maintain 

possession of a 

ball. 

To improve my 

dribbling skills 

with a hockey 

stick. 

 

 

PE Partner: 

Dodge ball 

Milestone 2: To 

choose 

appropriate 

tactics to cause 

problems for 

the opposition. 

To improve the 

way that I 

approach game 

situations 

based on the 

circumstances. 

PE Partner: Ball 

games 

Milestone 2: To 

throw and catch 

with control and 

accuracy. 

To improve my 

understanding of 

the different 

passing 

techniques in 

sport. 

 

PE Partner: 

Throwing and 

catching 

Milestone 2: To 

lead others and 

act as a 

respectful 

team member. 

To improve my 

ability to work 

as part of a 

team. 

 

PE Partner: 

Rugby 

Milestone 2: To 

throw and 

catch with 

control and 

accuracy. 

To improve the 

speed at which 

I can change 

positions. 

 

PSHE 

 

Mental health 

and emotional 

wellbeing 

‘Here We Are’ 

 

We will use the 

book ‘Here We 

Are: Notes for 

Living on Planet 

Earth’ by Oliver 

Jeffers to 

inspire 

discussion and 

help us settle 

back into 

school. We will 

create a class 

journal to 

provide a 

record of our 

reflections.  

Important 

relationships 

 

We will 

contemplate the 

special 

relationships in 

our lives and 

how these shape 

and influence 

who we are and 

our sense of 

place in the 

world.  

English core 

skills: Writing a 

letter to a 

special person 

Our role in 

conserving our 

environment 

 

Deepening our 

appreciation of 

the natural 

world 

 

 
We will consider 

the vastness of 

the world and 

our place in it. 

We will reflect 

on our 

relationship 

with and 

Encouraging 

mindfulness 

 

We will 

practise 

mindfulness to 

support us in 

building our 

resilience as we 

move forward. 

English core 

skills: Writing a 

poem 

 

Taking on the 

role of 

responsible 

citizens 

 

 

We will reflect 

on how we can 

best take care 

of our health and 

wellbeing. What 

recommendations 

are worth 

following and 

what key 

messages should 

the class and 

school 

Contemplating 

principles of 

justice, equality 

and co-

existence 

 

We will think 

about what 

makes us 

special and 

unique. We will 

also consider 

what kind of 

social contract 

needs to be in 

place to ensure 

that everyone 

Celebrating 

humanity 

 

We will discuss 

and research 

inspiring 

individuals -  

models of 

resilience, 

strength, 

innovation and 

creativity. 

We will be 

writing our 

notes of Planet 

Earth and 

consider the 

contribution we 



English core 

skills: Using 

expanded noun 

phrases 

We will discuss 

correct 

handwashing 

techniques and 

facts and myths 

about Covid-19. 

We will also 

focus on 

friendship 

building and 

teamwork. 

responsibility 

towards the 

world around us. 

English core 

skills: Writing 

verses for a 

song  

community be 

aware of. 

can co-exist 

harmoniously. 

English core 

skills: Writing a 

poem 

 

can make to the 

world. 

 

 


