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Year 3 and 4 

  

 

READING TO LEARN 

  
Name______________________ 



ACTIVITIES 

TEACHER SIGN AND 
DATE WHEN 
COMPLETE

1 Book review
2 Letter to author
3 Character Profile
4 Cartoon strip of favourite event / 

conversation etc.
5 Fact Web  (Non-Fiction book)
6 Poster
7 Question time: Author
8 Question time: Character
9 Letter to character
10 Letter from one character to 

another
11 Write a sequel to the story
12 Descriptive words and phrases 
13 Change the beginning
14 Change the ending



HOW TO USE YOUR READING JOURNAL 

• Choose your book. As you are reading, think about the activity that you might 
want to do for this book. You may want to start the activity before you 
actually finish the book. For example, if you choose activity 18: Dictionary 
of new words; you should write the new words down as you come across 
them and find the meaning there and then using a dictionary.  

• You can complete the activities in any order but each activity can only be 
completed once.  

• Once completed, ask your teacher to check your work. Your teacher will sign 
and date your reading journal and discuss your book with you.   

• You should choose both fiction and non-fiction texts that cover a variety of 
genres and author styles. You should also include some picture books or 
short stories as well as longer, more complex books.  

• Your reading journal is designed for you to learn independently. Each activity 
has been exemplified on the following pages. You must refer to this rather 
than ask your teacher if you are having difficulty. If you are still not sure 
what to do, ask a friend. If they cannot help, try your best to complete the 
activity and talk to your teacher when you show them your work.  

15 Acrostic poem for main 
character/ story title

16 Choose a new title for your book.
17 Summarise your book in 20 words
18 Dictionary of new words 
19 Timeline of the main events in the 

story
20 Make a word search of the names, 

places and key words in the story



  
Have fun and enjoy the activities! 

  

PRESENTATION 

Complete the activities in your ‘reading journal’ exercise book. Include the 
following information at the top of each page. 

  
Date 

Activity title  
  
Book Title: 
Author: 
Genre:  
Rating: /10 

  

ACTIVITY 1: BOOK REVIEW 
Organise your writing using the following guidelines:  
Paragraph 1: Give the reader a simple overview of what the story is about, who 
is telling the story and where it is set 

Paragraph 2: Say why you liked/ disliked the book 

Paragraph 3: Talk about some of the characters 

Paragraph 4: Say what the main theme of the story is and how it made you feel 

Paragraph 5: Give your final opinion of the book and a bit of advice to your 
teacher (the reader) – for example: You must read this book if you like…/ This 
book is definitely for you … / If you don’t like dragons, this book is not for you. 
  
Example: 

Monday 1st January  



Activity 1: Book review 
Book title: The Twits  
Author: Roald Dahl 
Genre: Comedy 
Rating: 10/10 

The Twits is a gruesome story about a gruesome couple called Mr and Mrs Twit- 
a man and wife who don’t like each other very much! The story is narrated by 
the author and is set mostly at Mr and Mrs Twit’s brick house (with no 
windows!) and garden. 

I loved the book because it made me laugh out loud. I especially liked the detail 
of how the characters look and the horrible things they do to each other; like 
Mrs Twit putting worms in Mr Twit’s spaghetti! 

The main characters, Mr and Mrs Twit are vile; Mr Twit has hair that covers 
his face and a beard with scraps of food stuck in it. Urgh! Mrs Twit… 



ACTIVITY 2: LETTER TO AUTHOR 

St John’s CE Primary  
Dawson Lane 

Bradford 
BD4 6JF 

Jacqueline Wilson 
c/o Doubleday 
61-63 Uxbridge Road 
London W5 5SA 
  
Dear Jacqueline Wilson 

Your opinion of the story / personal links you made 
I have just finished reading ‘Vicky Angel’ and I think it’s brilliant. Vicky sounds 
exactly like my own best friend, Josie. She is good at absolutely everything too. 
It’s enough to make you sick, but she’s such a lovely person, I don’t really mind.  

Talk about the main character or a main event 
Josie is always nagging me to go along to choir practice with her and won’t take 
no for an answer, although I can’t sing a note. It’s just like Vicky trying to 
persuade Jade to do the Fun Run, although she’s rotten at running – but if 
anything bad happened to Josie I don’t know what I’d do. Like Jade, I wouldn’t 
be able to go to sleep and I’d see Josie in my dreams all the time. 
Ask the author some questions and reflect on the themes the author chose 

to write about 
I wonder what gave you the idea for Vicky’s after-life. She sounds as though 
she hasn’t changed much from when she was alive and is still a complete 
scatter-brain. I like the way she becomes invisible and jumps over the ticket 
barrier when she and Jade go to London. It’s fun to imagine the things we’d do 
if Josie was invisible-but I wouldn’t want my best friend to die just to find out! 

Talk about your best bit and add your final thoughts. 
I think the best bit in the book is … I like this book because …Thank you for 
writing it. 
Yours sincerely, 
  



ACTIVITY 3: CHARACTER PROFILE 
Suggestions:  

• A sketch of the character with labels 
• Who are they? What part do they have in the story? Why have you chosen 

this character? 
• Adjectives / description of personality and appearance 

• Character’s likes/ dislikes 
• Attitude and behaviour in the story 

• Your opinion of the character 
  

ACTIVITY 4: CARTOON STRIP 

For this activity, you need to choose a moment from the story that made you 
laugh or feel sad - this could be an event, a conversation or a few lines you 
could really picture happening in you head. It should include some speech 
bubbles and illustrations of the character. You can choose how many boxes you 
need for your cartoon strip.  
  

�  



ACTIVITY 5: FACT WEB  

You need to read a non-fiction book to complete this activity 
  

�  
  

  

 ACTIVITY 6: POSTER 
THIS COULD BE: 

•A ‘wanted’ poster for a character in your book 
•To advertise your book 
•A poster of the front cover of your book with comments from you on it 
• A poster with pictures of the characters in your book and brief comments 

about them 

  
  



ACTIVITY 7: QUESTION TIME - AUTHOR 
  

For this activity you need to imagine that you are going to interview the author 
of your book. What would you like to know about him/her? Where they get 

their ideas? When and where they write? Etc.  

 �  

ACTIVITY 8: QUESTION TIME - 
CHARACTER 

  
For this activity you need to imagine that you 

are going to interview a character in your book. 
What would you like to know about them? 
Question their relationships with other 

characters, explore their motives and dig deep into their hidden personalities! 
  



ACTIVITY 9: LETTER TO CHARACTER  

St John’s CE Primary  
Dawson Lane 

Bradford 
BD4 6JF 

The Big Friendly Giant 
Giant Country 
  
Dear BFG 
You are my favourite character of all time. I have read the BFG many times and 
I always laugh out—especially when you whizzpop!  
  
I would like to know why you decided to become a friendly giant as all the other 
giants are so mean and eat ‘human beans’. It must be awful living off bitter 
snozzcumbers but at least you have your frobscottle which is lovely and fizzy—
even though it causes more whizzpoppers. 
  
It is so lovely how your friendship with Sophie develops. My favourite part is 
when you blow a dream into the Queen’s bedroom and she sets up a delicious 
breakfast especially for you.  
  
I absolutely love your words. I hope now that you have learned how to speak 
English you still use funny words like human beans. Thank you for being such a 
pleasant character and for making me laugh. 

Yours sincerely 
  



ACTIVITY 10: LETTER FROM ONE CHARACTER TO ANOTHER 

See activity 9 for format 

For this activity, you need to put yourself into the shoes of a character from 
your book.  

Think of a dilemma you are having with another character. What have they 
done? Why are they treating you like this? How is it making you feel?  

Explain how you are feeling and talk to the other character. Can you sort out 
the problem? 

  

ACTIVITY 11: WRITE A SEQUEL TO THE STORY 

You may find this activity easier to complete with books that have well known 
characters as you will know enough about them to give you ideas for writing.  
It is up to you how long you would like your story sequel to be. You could 
organise it in chapters or stick to a simple structure in paragraphs. 
Writing tips 
• Plan a title for your story similar to the book you have read. E.g. Harry Potter 

and the ... / The Legend of .... 
• Write a short plan to include the main characters of the book you have just 

read. What are they going to get up to in your story? What problem will 
they face? How will they solve it?  

• Keep the structure and plot simple. A short story can be just as effective as 
a novel. It is the language you choose and the description you use that will 
make your story come to life. 

• Make your writing as weird and wonderful as you like but proof read it first to 
check that it makes sense before showing your teacher! 

  



  



ACTIVITY 12: DESCRIPTIVE WORDS AND PHRASES 
  
 

  

ACTIVITY 13: CHANGE THE BEGINNING 
  

 
  

You can complete this 
activity while reading your 
book or by skimming and 
scanning the pages when 
you have finished to find 

the best examples. 

List the descriptive 
words, phrases and 
sentences that you 
would love to be able 
to use in your own 
writing! Simple.

"Where's Papa going with that axe?" said Fern to her mother as 
they were setting the table for breakfast... 
From: Charlottes Web. By E.B. White 
  
Story openings can be very powerful. They set the mood for the 
entire story. BUT, with a simple change, the mood can also change. 
  
“Where’s Papa going with that (hat, gun, bag...?)” said Fern to her 
mother as they were (baking a cake, feeding the chickens, going to 
bed???)... 
  
For this task, you need to change the opening of the story you have 
just read. The changes you make are entirely up to you!  



ACTIVITY 14: CHANGE THE ENDING  
  

See activity 13. Change the ending instead of the opening! 

  

ACTIVITY 15: ACROSTIC POEM 
Write an acrostic poem for your book title, favourite character or anything 

to do with your book.  

�  
  
  

ACTIVITY 16: CHOOSE A NEW TITLE 

Just as the activity suggests, choose a new title! 
You could even illustrate the front and back cover and write a new version of 
the blurb. It needs to be a change that still matches the events of the book 

though! 
  

  

ACTIVITY 17: SUMMARISE YOUR BOOK IN 20 WORDS 
  

Exactly that… can you tell the story in 20 words? 





ACTIVITY 18: DICTIONARY OF NEW WORDS 
  

1. List the words you do not know as you are reading. 
2. Use a dictionary to find the definitions and write these in your book.  
3. Write examples of these words in different contexts.  

  

ACTIVITY 19: TIMELINE OF THE MAIN EVENTS 

Plot the main events in time order on a timeline like the one below! Simple.  

�  

ACTIVITY 20: WORD SEARCH 
1. Write a list of words from your book 
2. Ask your teacher for a Wordsearch grid 
3. Write in the words that you have listed in different directions 
4. Fill in the spare boxes with random letters 
5. Give to a friend to complete! 
  

B U R G A L A R

O

V

E

P O L I C E



BOOK TITLES 
  

Keep a record of the book you read for each activity. 
  

BOOK TITLE

1 Book review

2 Letter to author

3 Character Profile

4 Cartoon strip of favourite 
event / conversation etc.

5 Fact Web  (Non-Fiction 
book)

6 Poster

7 Question time: Author

8 Question time: Character

9 Letter to character

10 Letter from one character 
to another

11 Write a sequel to the story

12 Descriptive words and 
phrases 

13 Change the beginning

14 Change the ending

15 Acrostic poem for main 
character/ story title



16 Choose a new title for your 
book.

17 Summarise your book in 20 
words

18 Dictionary of new words 

19 Timeline of the main events 
in the story

20 Make a word search of the 
names, places and key words 
in the story


