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Tutankhamun’s 
Artefacts to Come 
to London 

The treasures of Tutankhamun, the boy 
pharaoh, will be coming to London for one last 
time. It’s all part of a world tour because a new 
museum called the Grand Egyptian Museum is 
opening in Egypt. 

This museum will be the new home for 
Tutankhamun’s artefacts. 

The artefacts were on display in Paris between 
March and September 2019. 

Around 150 artefacts from his tomb will be 
on display until 3rd May 2020 at the Saatchi 
Gallery, London. 

Visitors can see jewellery, weapons and even 
chariots from the tomb.

Philippa Adams of the Saatchi Gallery said 
they were “thrilled”.  She also said the story of 
Tutankhamun is “timeless”. 

So who was Tutankhamun? He became 
pharaoh of ancient Egypt at the age of nine.

The pharaoh had a lot of power. He made 
the laws and he was also the high priest of the 
temples. He also had to defend Egypt against its 
enemies in battle.

Tutankhamun died around 1324BC. The 
ancient Egyptians buried him in a place called 
the Valley of the Kings. 

They chose it so they could hide the valuable 
goods in his tomb. Some pharaohs had been 
buried in pyramids. The ancient Egyptians 
believed that they would need goods, such 

as jewellery and furniture to survive in the 
afterlife. However, robbers often stole these good 
from tombs.

The Valley of the Kings was a more secure 
location. Over time, people forgot where 
Tutankhamun’s tomb was, until 1922. This was 
when a British archaeologist called Howard 
Carter discovered it.

When he first peered inside the tomb, Carter 
said that he had found “wonderful things”.  

The Saatchi Gallery hopes people will come to 
see these wonderful things in London as well. 

Photo: The mask of Tutankhamun. 

Glossary

tour A journey made by 
something.

priest A person who performs 
religious ceremonies.

afterlife A place where people believed 
you went when you died.

archaeologist People who study the 
past through studying 
physical objects.
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Who was Tutankhamun?

• Tutankhamun was a pharaoh of ancient Egypt. He 
died around 1324 BC.

• His tomb was discovered by Howard Carter in 1922. 
He continues to fascinate people. 1.4 million people 
visited an exhibition when it was in Paris.
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Questions
1. Why are the artefacts coming to London for the last time? 

 

 

 

2. ‘The story of Tutankhamun is a “timeless”.’ 
Tick the word that is closest in meaning to ‘timeless’. 

   one-off 
   everlasting 
   forgotten 
   amusing

3. Why do you think the Ancient Egyptians wanted to bury Tutankhamun in a secret 
location? Explain your answer. 
 

 

 

4. People are still interested in Tutankhamun today. Find and copy a piece of evidence that 
supports this. 

 

 

5. Find and copy a sentence which shows the author is fascinated by the objects that will be 
on display. 

 

 

6. Write a summary of this story in 20 words or fewer. 
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Answers
1. Why are the artefacts coming to London for the last time? 

The artefacts are coming to London for the last time because they are going to be 
displayed at the Grand Egyptian Museum permanently.

2. ‘The story of Tutankhamun is a “timeless story known throughout the world”.’ 
Tick the word that is closest in meaning to ‘timeless’. 

   one-off 
   everlasting 
   forgotten 
   amusing

3. Why do you think the Ancient Egyptians wanted to bury Tutankhamun in a secret 
location? Explain your answer. 
Accept any reasonable answer to the story, e.g. I think Tutankhamun was buried 
in a secret location because his goods were valuable and they may have been stolen 
by robbers.

4. People are still interested in Tutankhamun today. Find and copy a piece of evidence that 
supports this. 
Around 1.4 million people came to see the objects in Paris.

5. Find and copy a sentence which shows the author is fascinated by the objects that will be 
on display. 
The gallery hopes people will come to see these wonderful things in London as well. 

6. Write a summary of this story in 20 words or fewer. 
Accept any reasonable summary of the story that is 20 words or fewer, e.g. 
Tutankhamun’s treasures will be coming to London for the last time. Around 150 
artefacts will be on display. 
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