
Varied Fluency 

Step 4: Using Conjunctions to Express Time

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 3: (3G1.4) Using conjunctions to express time and cause

English Year 3: (3G1.4) Express time, place and cause using conjunctions [for example, 

when, before, after, while, so, because]

Differentiation: 

Developing Questions to support the use of time conjunctions. Includes time conjunctions 

(when, after, before, while) in sentences with two short clauses. Some questions have a 

word bank.

Expected Questions to support the use of time conjunctions. Includes time conjunctions 

(when, after, before, while) in sentences with two expanded clauses. Some questions have 

a word bank.

Greater Depth Questions to support use of time conjunctions. Includes time conjunctions 

(when, after, before, while, since, until, once, as, as soon as, meanwhile) in multi-clause 

sentences. Some questions have a word bank to encourage use of a wider range of time 

conjunctions.

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

scheme of work.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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1a. Underline the time conjunction in the 

sentence below.

I eat my sandwich before I have my 

yoghurt.

1b. Underline the time conjunction in the 

sentence below.

We have our maths lesson after we have 

our assembly.

2a. Add the correct time conjunction to 

the sentence below.

I could not walk ___________________________           I was a 

baby.

2b. Add the correct time conjunction to 

the sentence below.

We listened carefully ___________________________ 

the teacher was talking.

3a. Which sentence uses a time 

conjunction correctly?

A) I eat my evening meal when I help to 

cook the food.

B) I brush my teeth after I eat my 

breakfast.

3b. Which sentence uses a time 

conjunction correctly?

A) We always wash our hands before we 

have our snack.

B) My sister plays on her computer while 

she goes to bed.

4a. True or false? The following sentence 

correctly uses a conjunction to express 

time.

Isabelle eats her lunch while she watches 

the TV.

4b. True or false? The following sentence 

correctly uses a conjunction to express 

time.

I wrote my name at the top after I started 

the test.
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5a. Underline the time conjunction in the 

sentence below.

You can sharpen your pencils before you 

start your new piece of writing.

5b. Underline the time conjunction in the 

sentence below.

Tianna was badly injured in a car 

accident when she was only two years 

old. 

6a. Add the correct time conjunction to 

the sentence below.

I really enjoyed PE lessons ___________________________  

I was at primary school.

6b. Add the correct time conjunction to 

the sentence below.

Always clean your football boots properly 

___________________________    you have played in a 

match.

7a. Which sentence uses a time 

conjunction correctly?

A) You must finish all of your main course 

before you can order a pudding.

B) Always remember to put shampoo on 

your hair after you have had your 

shower.

7b. Which sentence uses a time 

conjunction correctly?

A) Nathan likes to have a hot shower 

every morning after he puts his school 

uniform on.

B) Jack is allowed to go to the swimming 

pool after he has finished his homework.

8a. True or false? The following sentence 

correctly uses a conjunction to express 

time.

The old, grey cat made herself comfy on 

the fluffy rug after she went to sleep.

8b. True or false? The following sentence 

correctly uses a conjunction to express 

time.

The young boy cried while his dad  

cleaned up his injured knee.
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9a. Underline the time conjunction in the 

sentence below.

The parcel I ordered ended up not being 

delivered to the house since nobody was 

home to answer the door.

9b. Underline the time conjunction in the 

sentence below.

I enjoyed reading the new science fiction 

book I found at the library once I 

completed the first chapter and began to 

like the different characters.

10a. Add the correct time conjunction to 

the sentence below.

I want to go out and play ___________________________                       

I have finished tidying my bedroom.

10b. Add the correct time conjunction to 

the sentence below.

James played the guitar, ___________________________              ,     

his sister played the piano.

11a. Which sentence uses a time 

conjunction correctly?

A) I enjoy listening to music as I do the 

washing up because I like to sing along 

with the tunes.

B) You can carry on with your work while 

the bell goes but you must still do your 

best work.

11b. Which sentence uses a time 

conjunction correctly?

A) We are not allowed to eat our pudding 

since we have finished our dinner which I 

find very frustrating.

B) I put a towel around me as soon as I 

get out of the cold pool water, otherwise I 

would freeze.

12a. True or false? The following sentence 

correctly uses a conjunction to express 

time. 

I have loved singing and dancing until I 

could walk and talk and I still love it now.

12b. True or false? The following sentence 

correctly uses a conjunction to express 

time.

I was certain that my best friend would 

come to my party once I called him and 

told him all about it.
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Developing

1a. before

2a. when

3a. B

4a. True

Expected

5a. before

6a. when

7a. A

8a. False. The old, grey cat made herself 

comfy on the fluffy rug before she went to 

sleep.

Greater Depth

9a. since

10a. as soon as

11a. A

12a. False. I have loved singing and     

dancing since I could walk and talk and I 

still love it now.

Developing

1b. after

2b. while

3b. A

4b. False. I wrote my name at the top 

before I started the test.

Expected

5b. when

6b. after

7b. B

8b. True

Greater Depth

9b. once

10b. meanwhile

11b. B

12b. True
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