
Subtraction on a Number Line 

Start by showing your child the - and = symbols. Ask them to remind you what they 

mean. Clarify any misconceptions. 

If your child is struggling with this get together as many plastic cups as you have and 

stick onto each either a - or =. Place all the cups on the floor so they are stood up. Then 

explain to your child that you are going to time 20 seconds and in that time they must 

put them all the other way round, saying each symbol as they do so. To make it more of 

a competition you or a sibling can go round and have to put them the other way round. 

At the end of the 20 seconds whoever has the most turned around their way wins. Get 

your child to count them to find out who is the winner. 

 

Once your child is confident with the meaning of the - and = symbols, recap subtraction 

on a number line by following the steps below. The following method has already been 

taught and practiced by all children but they may need a recap.  

1.Write out a subtraction sentence. For example: 8 – 3 =  

2.Get your child to read the sentence. 

3.Get a number line and remind your child to put their finger on the first number in the 

sentence (8).  

4.Then get them to look at the number sentence and read the second number (3). This 

is how many jumps they need to do on the number line.  

5.Remind them that with subtraction they must jump down the number line, counting the 

jumps that they do with a pencil not the numbers.  

6.Once they have done the jumps get them to read the number that they land on and 

write it at the end of the number sentence. Finally get your child to read the whole 

number sentence.  

Do a few of these until they are confident and able to do it without any prompting. 

Only move onto halving once they are completely confident with using the number line 

to subtract. 

 


