
Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Three

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 5 & Year 6: Understand what they read by predicting what might happen 
from details stated and implied
English Year 5 & Year 6: Understand what they read by drawing inferences such as 
inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence

Differentiation for Challenge Activity:

Section A Select the most appropriate conjunction to fit each sentence. 
Section B Tick to show which statements about the text are true or false. 
Section C Rewrite the summary of the text adding in punctuation and capital letters 
where needed. 
Section D  Write descriptive paragraphs about the key characters Tom and Willie. 

More Goodnight Mister Tom Resources.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it here. 
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Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Three – Teacher Version

Page 37 and 38
M: (Q15) Why does the author share Willie’s troubles in so much detail at the 
beginning of the chapter?  The author wants to give an accurate account of Willie’s 
feelings and in doing so gains the reader’s sympathy and despair for Willie. 

E: (Q1) Why is Willie so desperate to wear his socks?  To hide the marks on his legs. 
He feels shame about the marks on his body.

D: (Q6) What is Tom referring to when he says ‘Blimmin’ blue’? Explain how you 
know.  Willie’s face. It says that he observed Willie’s face. It also says in the text that 
Willie was shivering. 

S: (Q10) Why did Willie feel ashamed whilst at the table? Give reasons for your 
answer.  He had wet the bed during the night. Tom had dragged the mattress outside 
in order to wash it. Willie thought everyone in the village would see the mattress 
outside and know that he had wet the bed. He did not want to be a nuisance for Tom.

Page 39
E: (Q2) Why does Tom write the postcard on Willie’s behalf?  Willie found it hard to 
write a postcard so Tom helped him by doing it for him. 

D: (Q7) Why is Willie worried about writing a postcard?  He does not know what to 
say to his mother. He is worried that Tom will tell his mother that Willie has been 
bad. 

E: (Q3) How does Willie ‘read’ books?  By looking at the ‘pichers’ meaning pictures. 
He cannot yet read words but likes to look at pictures in books. 

S: (Q11) Why does Willie not think much about his birthday?  He probably did not 
celebrate his birthday at home. 

Page 40
M: (Q16) Was Willie’s schooling so far a positive or negative experience? Use evidence 
from the text to support your answer.  Negative. It says that he had no friends. He 
had not learned to read or write so at school he was not allowed to paint. He 
explained that he was bullied and called names by the teacher as well as the other 
children. 
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Page 41 and 42
D: (Q8) What body language does Willie show that implies he is scared of the horse?  
Willie hung on to Tom’s trousers and peered around him to watch the horse. Willie 
was trembling and Tom had to gently push him into the field to get him moving. 

D: (Q9) Why does Tom say that Sammie is a mind reader?  Sammie had gone on 
ahead and was waiting next to the house that Tom was planning to visit. 

Page 43
S: (Q12) Why does the doctor assume Willie is five or six years old?  It said in a 
previous chapter that Willie was small and very thin which makes him look a lot 
younger than he is. 

Page 44
E: (Q4) What is meant by the term ‘pooh-poohed’?  To dismiss something as 
unnecessary or impractical. 

S: (Q13) Has Tom changed his mind about building an air-raid shelter? Explain your 
answer.  Yes. Now he has Willie to look after he has changed his mind. We know this 
from what he is thinking on page 44. It says ‘…but with the extra responsibilities of 
Willie living with him…’

Page 45
E: (Q5) Who had been talking about Willie to the village?  Mrs Fletcher

Page 46
M: (Q17) The postmaster says to Willie that he will have to mind his Ps and Qs. What 
does he mean by this, and how does Willie interpret it?  The postmaster means that 
he has to watch what he says, be polite and mind his manners. Willie interprets it 
literally and wonders how the postmaster knows that Willie cannot read. 

Page 48 and 49
S: (Q14) Why are so many people huddled around the wireless?  They are waiting for 
war to be declared and waiting of news over the radio. It said earlier in the chapter 
that there were very few wireless radios in the village. 
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Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Three – Comprehension

Section A

1. Why is Willie so desperate to wear his socks?

2. Why does Tom write the postcard on Willie’s behalf?  

3. How does Willie ‘read’ books?  

4. What is meant by the term ‘pooh-poohed’?  

5. Who had been talking about Willie to the village?  
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Section B

6. What is Tom referring to when he says ‘Blimmin’ blue’? Explain how you know. 

7. Why is Willie worried about writing a postcard? 

8. What body language does Willie show that implies he is scared of the horse?  

9. Why does Tom say that Sammie is a mind reader?  
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Section C

10. Why did Willie feel ashamed whilst at the table? Give reasons for your answer.  

11. Why does Willie not think much about his birthday?  

12. Why does the doctor assume Willie is five or six years old?  

13. Has Tom changed his mind about building an air-raid shelter? Explain your 
answer.  

14. Why are so many people huddled around the wireless?  
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Section D

15. Why does the author share Willie’s troubles in so much detail at the beginning of 
the chapter?  

16. Was Willie’s schooling so far a positive or negative experience? Use evidence from 
the text to support your answer.  

17. The postmaster says to Willie that he will have to mind his Ps and Qs. What does 
he mean by this, and how does Willie interpret it?  
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Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Three – Challenge Activity

Section A

Complete the sentences by adding the most suitable conjunction from the box. 

Willie went to the post office  ________________________ Tom chatted to the villagers. 

Tom was sure he did not need an air-raid shelter in the garden but _________________________

he had Willie to keep safe too. 

Willie was covered in bruises and bumps; ________________________ though, the doctor’s wife 

had some witch-hazel that Tom could use.  

There were very few wireless radios in the village  ________________________ a large group of 

villagers were stood around one in someone’s garden. 

Section B

Tick to show if the statements are true or false. 

True False

Mr and Mrs Miller run the grocery shop in the village.

Willie had lots of friends at his school in London. 

Willie was allowed to draw with chalk and crayons at 
school but had not been allowed to paint. 

Tom had a horse called Dobbs. 

The doctor’s wife was digging a trench for an air-raid 
shelter. 

The doctor gave Tom antibiotics to give to Willie. 

fortunately whilst on the other hand so
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Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Three – Challenge Activity

Section C

Rewrite the summary of the chapter below adding in punctuation and capital letters 
where they should be. 

in chapter three we get to know a bit more about the village  
little weirwold we know that there are quite a few villagers 
and that many of them gossip we meet the postmaster in the 
post office who is a young gentlemen and also the older 
couple mr and mrs miller who run a grocery store from what 
we see in the village there seems to be many evacuees there 
we also find out that there is a doctor who lives in the village 
who is semi-retired we also get to know some more about 
willie we find out that he is a very nervous character and is 
often mistaken as a younger boy due to his size and weight we 
assume he has not been in the country much as he was wary 
about a range of things from fields with animals in them to 
the people he meets 
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Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Three – Challenge Activity

Section D

Write a character description about Tom and Willie, including how their relationship 

has developed in the first three chapters. Remember to punctuate correctly and use 

descriptive language. 
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Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Three – Challenge Activity

Section A

Complete the sentences by adding the most suitable conjunction from the box. 

Willie went to the post office whilst Tom chatted to the villagers. 

Tom was sure he did not need an air-raid shelter in the garden but on the other hand 

he had Willie to keep safe too. 

Willie was covered in bruises and bumps; fortunately though, the doctor’s wife had 

some witch-hazel that Tom could use.  

There were very few wireless radios in the village so a large group of villagers were 

stood around one in someone’s garden. 

Section B

Tick to show if the statements are true or false. 

True False

Mr and Mrs Miller run the grocery shop in the village. ✓

Willie had lots of friends at his school in London. ✓

Willie was allowed to draw with chalk and crayons at 
school but had not been allowed to paint. 

✓

Tom had a horse called Dobbs. ✓

The doctor’s wife was digging a trench for an air-raid 
shelter. 

✓

The doctor gave Tom antibiotics to give to Willie. ✓

fortunately whilst on the other hand so
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Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Three – Challenge Activity

Section C

Rewrite the summary of the chapter below adding in punctuation and capital letters 
where they should be. 

in chapter three we get to know a bit more about the village  
little weirwold we know that there are quite a few villagers 
and that many of them gossip we meet the postmaster in the 
post office who is a young gentlemen and also the older 
couple mr and mrs miller who run a grocery store from what 
we see in the village there seems to be many evacuees there 
we also find out that there is a doctor who lives in the village 
who is semi-retired we also get to know some more about 
willie we find out that he is a very nervous character and is 
often mistaken as a younger boy due to his size and weight we 
assume he has not been in the country much as he was wary 
about a range of things from fields with animals in them to 
the people he meets 
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In chapter three, we get to know a bit more about the village Little Weirwold.  We 

know that there are quite a few villagers and that many of them gossip. We meet 

the postmaster in the post office who is a young gentlemen and also the older 

couple, Mr and Mrs Miller, who run a grocery store. From what we see in the 

village, there seems to be many evacuees there. We also find out that there is a 

doctor who lives in the village who is semi-retired. We get to know some more 

about Willie; we find out that he is a very nervous character and is often mistaken 

as a younger boy due to his size and weight. We assume he has not been in the 

country much as he was wary about a range of things, from fields with animals in 

them to the people he meets.
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Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Three – Challenge Activity

Section D

Write a character description about Tom and Willie, including how their relationship 

has developed in the first three chapters. Remember to punctuate correctly and use 

descriptive language. 
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Whole Class Guided Reading – Teaching Guide

• Give each pair a copy of the book to read individually or as a whole class.

• The teacher should use the teacher version.  It tells you where to pause after each page and 
provides questions for you to ask.  The colours refer to our levels so that you can direct specific 
questions at specific students (their version does not have these colours or show them which is 
mastery, etc.).  The questions are also numbered in the order they appear on the comprehension 
sheet. 

Beginner – (Red) 
Easy – (Blue)
Tricky – (Orange)
Expert – (Green)

• The children can record their answers to the questions at the end of the shared read/discussion or 
in a different session by using the comprehension sheet.  The questions have been re-grouped into 
abilities so that you can assign sections to specific children.

Section A – Beginner
Section B – Easy
Section C – Tricky
Section D – Expert
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