
Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Four

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 5 & Year 6: Understand what they read by predicting what might happen 
from details stated and implied
English Year 5 & Year 6: Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including 
figurative language, considering the impact on the reader

Differentiation for Challenge Activity:

Section A Identify different word types in given sentences. 
Section B Tick to show if sentences do or do not contain subordinate clauses.
Section C Select the correct spelling to match the meaning. 
Section D  Write sentences using specific words as verbs and nouns. 

More Goodnight Mister Tom resources.
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Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Four – Teacher Version

Page 50
S: (Q13) Why has the author described Willie’s nap as a ‘chaotically dream-filled 
sleep’? What impact does this have on the reader?  To add extra information about 
Willie’s nap and help the reader understand that he is having difficulty sleeping. 
Chaotic means confusion and disorder so it implies that Willie is having nightmares 
rather than a peaceful nap. It causes the reader to have more sympathy for Willie’s 
character as he is not sleeping well and will be feeling more tired when he wakes.  

Page 51
D: (Q7) Why was Willie stunned in the shop?  He did not know what to do. He may 
not have been offered sweets and a comic before.

E: (Q1) The lady in the shop asks Tom if he wants his usual. What does this tell you 
about Tom?  That Tom knows the lady and frequently buys from the shop.

Pages 52 and 53
E: (Q2) Where were the group of children going that were at the train station? Why 
might they be going there?  The town hall. They are evacuees and will be going to 
different homes from the town hall.

D: (Q8) Why might the soldiers at the station have bulging kit-bags?  They are 
probably getting ready to travel to the war. 

E: (Q3) What is a draper’s shop? A material shop. 

Page 54
S: (Q14) What does the draper think about the war? Use evidence from the text to 
support your answer.  He is fed up of waiting for war to be declared. He thinks Prime 
Minister Chamberlain is too slow to do anything. He thinks the government are faffing 
about as he uses the term ‘shilly-shallying.’

M: (Q18) Tom jokes about the organ player, Sandy Macpherson. How do Tom’s 
opinion and the draper’s opinion differ. Use evidence from the text to support your 
answer.  Tom thinks the music is annoying as it is always on the wireless. He jokes 
that the organ playing may be the cause of the war. The draper thinks the opposite, 
he calls the organ player a ‘wonderful man’, and is slightly annoyed when Tom jokes 
about Sandy. The draper claims that Sandy is the one holding the BBC together and 
providing comfort to everyone who is worried about the war. 
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D: (Q9) Why were Tom and Willie in the draper’s?  To collect material for Mrs Fletcher 
to make some clothes for Willie. 

Page 55 
S: (Q15) When the draper speaks, the author has chosen to spell words incorrectly, for 
example ’itler (Hitler) and Hoakley (Oakley). Why has the author chosen to do this?
To give the characters different traits, and make the speech more interesting. It is to 
show that the draper says things slightly incorrectly and this makes the character 
more interesting. 

M: (Q19) What is the draper talking about when he says he would even take on a 
bright girl?  The draper’s assistant was called up for national service and he needs 
help in the shop. He is asking Tom if he knows anyone looking for a job. In those 
days, the women did not usually work so he is saying he will even take on a young 
girl to work in his shop. 

Page 56
S: (Q16) How is the town similar or different to town centres now?  It has cobbles, a 
market square and individual shops that sell one trade, e.g. a shoe shop, a grocers, a 
drapers. Nowadays shops often sell more than one trade e.g. you can often get fruit 
and household goods from one place now. Town centres now are often full of charity 
shops and chains of shops, whereas back then they were independent shops ran by 
local people. 

E: (Q4) Why hadn’t Tom been into the art shop for so long?  It was too hard for him. 
Rachel (his wife) used to enjoy going in there but since she had died he had no reason 
to go in. 

Pages 58 and 59
D: (Q10) What does the librarian really think of Tom Oakley?  She thinks he is bad-
tempered and is annoyed that he does not help out in any village community 
activities. She finds the fact that Tom is looking after an evacuee very strange.

Page 60
S: (Q17) Tom is carrying a parcel when he returns to the library to pick up Willie. 
What do you think is in the parcel?  It’s likely to be something from the art shop as 
the paragraph before ends with Tom entering the shop. Tom says he hasn’t been in the 
shop for over forty years so the parcel is likely to be a gift for Willie. 
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Page 61
M: (Q20) Why has the author included a line of stars and a large gap between two 
paragraphs in the same chapter?  To change the scene abruptly. Usually one chapter is 
focused in one place or the journey from one to the other. In this case the story jumps 
from the library back to Tom’s cottage meaning a break is needed between the 
paragraphs so that the reader knows the setting has changed. 

M: (Q21) What is meant when the author says ‘rain and hail bounced on the tile roof 
with such venom…’?  Venom can also mean with such hate, bitterness and malice. 
Therefore in this sentence it describes how hurtful the rain and hail was.  This was 
more than an average rain shower. 

E: (Q5) Why was Sam barking when they arrived back at the cottage?  Sam may have 
been frightened to hear the rain, hail and the shouts of Tom and Willie, or may have 
been excited to hear they were home. 

Page 62 and 63
D: (Q11) Why do you think Willie is happy not to pretend any more about reading 
from the Bible?  He does not really understand it but has been trained back at home 
that he should always read part of it before bed. He much prefers Tom’s versions of 
Bible stories. 

E: (Q6) Why is Noah’s Ark written in italics in the text?  It is the name of a story and 
therefore is written in italics to distinguish the difference from normal speech. 

D: (Q12) Why do you think Mrs Fletcher arrived at the house that evening?  To collect 
the material Tom bought to make into clothes for Willie. 

M: (Q22) Why is the name of the chapter ‘Equipped’?  The chapter is all about 
gathering things or equipment that Willie will need to stay comfortably with Tom. 
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Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Four – Comprehension

Section A

1. The lady in the shop asks Tom if he wants his usual. What does this tell you about 
Tom?  

2. Where were the group of children going that were at the train station? Why might 
they be going there?  

3. What is a draper’s shop?  

4. Why hadn’t Tom been into the art shop for so long?  

5. Why was Sam barking when they arrived back at the cottage?  

6. Why is Noah’s Ark written in italics in the text?  
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Section B

7. Why was Willie stunned in the shop?  

8. Why might the soldiers at the station have bulging kit-bags?  

9. Why were Tom and Willie in the draper’s?  

10. What does the librarian really think of Tom Oakley?  

11. Why do you think Willie is happy not to pretend any more about reading from the 
Bible?  

12. Why do you think Mrs Fletcher arrived at the house that evening?  
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Section C

13. Why has the author described Willie’s nap as a ‘chaotically dream-filled sleep’? 
What impact does this have on the reader?  

14. What does the draper think about the war? Use evidence from the text to support 
your answer.  

15. When the draper speaks, the author has chosen to spell words incorrectly, for 
example ’itler (Hitler) and Hoakley (Oakley). Why has the author chosen to do this?  

16. How is the town similar or different to town centres now?  

17. Tom is carrying a parcel when he returns to the library to pick up Willie. What do 
you think is in the parcel?  
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Section D

18. Tom jokes about the organ player, Sandy Macpherson. How do Tom’s opinion and 
the draper’s opinion differ. Use evidence from the text to support your answer.  

19. What is the draper talking about when he says he would even take on a bright 
girl?  

20. Why has the author included a line of stars and a large gap between two 
paragraphs in the same chapter?  

21. What is meant when the author says ‘rain and hail bounced on the tile roof with 
such venom…’?  

22. Why is the name of the chapter ‘Equipped’?  
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Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Four – Challenge Activity

Section A

Label the words in the sentences below. Write a V for verb, N for noun, A for article 
and C for conjunction. 

Tom collected all of things for Willie by visiting the town on his horse and cart. 

Willie loaned some books from the library and came home with a pair of new boots. 

Section B

Tick to show which sentences contain a subordinating clause.

Subordinating 
Clause

Willie stayed in the library while Tom continued shopping.

Tom collected together many things that Willie would 
need. 

After having exhausted the town, the boy and the man 
travelled back to the village. 

The rain and hail came down heavily so it was loud on the 
roof. 

They collected lots of material from the drapers as Willie 
needed new clothes. 
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Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Four – Challenge Activity

Section C

Highlight the correct spelling of the word to match the description. 

Section D

Write one sentence based around the text using ‘watch’ as a noun.

Write one sentence based around the text using ‘watch’ as a verb.

Write one sentence based around the text using ‘place’ as a noun.

Write one sentence based around the text using ‘place’ as a verb.

A shop where you can buy fruits and vegetables.

grocers growcers groacers

A shop where you can buy material.

drawpers draipers drapers

Agreeing to a statement or request.

affirmative affermative afirmmative

With great surprise.

astonnishment astonishment asttonishment

Very fine in texture or structure.

delicite delicate dellicate
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Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Four – Challenge Activity

Section A

Label the words in the sentences below. Write a V for verb, N for noun, A for article 
and C for conjunction. 

Tom collected all of things for Willie by visiting the town on his horse and cart. 

Willie loaned some books from the library and came home with a pair of new boots. 

Section B

Tick to show which sentences contain a subordinating clause.

Subordinating 
Clause

Willie stayed in the library while Tom continued shopping. ✓

Tom collected together many things that Willie would 
need. 

After having exhausted the town, the boy and the man 
travelled back to the village. ✓

The rain and hail came down heavily so it was loud on the 
roof. 

They collected lots of material from the drapers as Willie 
needed new clothes. ✓
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Goodnight Mister Tom
Chapter Four – Challenge Activity

Section C

Highlight the correct spelling of the word to match the description. 

Section D

Write one sentence based around the text using ‘watch’ as a noun.

Write one sentence based around the text using ‘watch’ as a verb.

Write one sentence based around the text using ‘rain’ as a noun.

Write one sentence based around the text using ‘rain’ as a verb.

A shop where you can buy fruits and vegetables.

grocers growcers groacers

A shop where you can buy material.

drawpers draipers drapers

Agreeing to a statement or request.

affirmative affermative afirmmative

With great surprise.

astonnishment astonishment asttonishment

Very fine in texture or structure.

delicite delicate dellicate

e.g. Tom checked his watch, they had to get back home. 

e.g. Tom will watch over Willie.

e.g. The rain came down heavily and suddenly. 

e.g. They ran to front door as it was beginning to rain.
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Whole Class Guided Reading – Teaching Guide

• Give each pair a copy of the book to read individually or as a whole class.

• The teacher should use the teacher version.  It tells you where to pause after each page and 
provides questions for you to ask.  The colours refer to our levels so that you can direct specific 
questions at specific students (their version does not have these colours or show them which is 
mastery, etc.).  The questions are also numbered in the order they appear on the comprehension 
sheet. 

Beginner – (Red) 
Easy – (Blue)
Tricky – (Orange)
Expert – (Green)

• The children can record their answers to the questions at the end of the shared read/discussion or 
in a different session by using the comprehension sheet.  The questions have been re-grouped into 
abilities so that you can assign sections to specific children.

Section A – Beginner
Section B – Easy
Section C – Tricky
Section D – Expert
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