
Word of the Year

What word do you think has been used a lot 
in 2019? It turns out we’ve been talking about 
climate change.

Collins Dictionary has selected ‘climate strike’ as 
its Word of the Year from a shortlist. Collins says 
‘climate strike’ is when young people miss school to 
protest against climate change. In February 2019, 
students in the UK went on strike. 

It caused a lot of debate. Jeremy Corbyn, the 
leader of the Labour party, supported the young 
people. Ex-Prime Minister Theresa May said they 
should have been at school learning to become 
scientists of the future.
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Quick Questions
1. Find and copy a verb in the paragraph 

that begins ‘Collins Dictionary’ which 
means ‘chose’. 
 

2. How do you think teachers would have 
reacted to the climate strike? 

 

 

 

3. In which month did the climate strike happen 
in the UK? Tick one. 

   January
   February
   March
   April

4. Write a summary of the story in 15 
words or fewer. 
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Answers
1. Find and copy a verb in the paragraph 

that begins ‘Collins Dictionary’ which 
means ‘chose’. 
selected

2. How do you think teachers would have 
reacted to the climate strike? 
Accept any reasonable answer which refers 
to the story, e.g. I think they will be worried 
as they won’t want children to miss school.

3. In which month did the climate strike happen 
in the UK? Tick one.  

   January 
   February 
   March 
   April

4. Write a summary of the story in 15 
words or fewer. 
Accept any reasonable summary that is 15 
words or fewer, e.g. Collins Dictionary has 
chosen climate strike as its Word of the Year 
for 2019.  
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