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What word do you think has been used a 
lot in 2019? Well, apparently, we’ve been 
talking a lot about climate change.

Two English dictionaries have chosen 
their words of the year. Collins Dictionary 
has selected ‘climate strike’ as its Word of 
the Year. Oxford English Dictionaries chose 
‘climate emergency’.

Collins says ‘climate strike’ is when 
young people miss school to protest against 
climate change. Climate change is the rising 
temperature and the changing weather 
on Earth. 

NASA says lots of studies have shown 
that most scientists believe it’s caused 
by ‘human activities’, such as releasing 
greenhouse gases.

Around the world, students have also 
been protesting climate change, inspired by 
someone called Greta Thunberg. In February 
2019, students in the UK went on strike. 

It caused a lot of debate. Jeremy Corbyn, 
the leader of the Labour party, said: 
“It’s inspiring to see them making their 
voice heard.”

Ex-Prime Minister Theresa May said that 
it would be better for children to be in school 
learning skills to deal with climate change. 

Collins’ interesting shortlist included other 
words, such as rewilding, meaning to return 
the land to a wild state or to reintroduce 
animals to a habitat. 

Another word was double down, meaning 
to really want to do something. Finally, 
influencer also appeared on the shortlist. 
These people persuade people to buy things 
using social media. 

Climate Strike Is Word of the Year

Glossary

climate The weather in a place over a 
long period of time.

strike When people refuse to work 
in order to protest against 
something.

debate To argue about a 
particular subject.

shortlist A list from which a winner 
is chosen.

What is the Word of the Year 2019?

• Collins Dictionary chose climate 
strike as their Word of the Year 2019. 

• Dictionaries choose a word that was 
used a lot in a year.

Photo: A banner from a climate strike. 
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Questions
1. ‘Collins Dictionary has selected ‘climate strike’ as its Word of the Year’. 

Tick the word that is closest in meaning to ‘selected’.  

   chosen
   thought
   found
   ignored

2. Draw a line to match the word to its meaning. 

climate strike To make something wild.

influencer To keep going when things 
are tough.

double down Someone who uses social 
media to persuade people. 

rewilding
To miss school to protest 

climate change.

3. How do you think teachers would have reacted to the climate strike? 
 

 

4. Do you think climate strike should have been chosen? Explain your answer. 
 

 

 

5. Find and copy an adjective that shows the author likes words. 

 

6. Write a summary of the story in 15 words or fewer. 
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Answers
1. ‘Collins Dictionary has selected ‘climate strike’ as its Word of the Year’. 

Tick the word that is closest in meaning to ‘selected’.   
   chosen 
   thought 
   found 
   ignored

2. Draw a line to match the word to its meaning. 

climate strike To make something wild.

influencer To keep going when things 
are tough.

double down Someone who uses social 
media to persuade people. 

rewilding
To miss school to protest 

climate change.

3. How do you think teachers would have reacted to the climate strike? 
Accept any reasonable answer which refers to the story, e.g. I think they will be worried 
as they won’t want children to miss school.

4. Do you think climate strike should have been chosen? Explain your answer. 
Accept any reasonable answer that refers to the story, e.g. I don’t think climate strike 
should have been chosen because children shouldn’t miss school.

5. Find and copy an adjective that shows the author likes words. 
interesting

6. Write a summary of the story in 15 words or fewer. 
Accept any reasonable summary that is 15 words or fewer, e.g. Collins Dictionary has 
chosen climate strike as its Word of the Year for 2019. 
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