
Reading Top Tips 

There is so much more to reading than simply reading the words on the page. Get the most out of your child and 

their reading books by following these tips and tricks.  

Before you read the book: 

1. Look at the front cover. What could the story be about? Why do you think this? What clues are there? 

 

2. Who is the author of the book? Where does it tell me this information? What is an author?  

 

3. Who is the Illustrator of the book?  

Where does it tell me this information?  

What is an Illustrator?  

 

4. Look through all the pictures in the book first.  

What can you see?  

What could be happening in the story?  

How do you know this? What helps you work this out? 

 

During the reading of the book: 

 

1. When starting to read, encourage your child to “Say the sound, read the word”. If they are struggling to 

remember a sound, remind them of it. If it is a sound they have not yet learnt, explain this to them. If they struggle 

to put the sounds together, model this for them. Whilst doing this, always use the phrase: “Say the sound, read 

the word”. 

 

2. If you are unsure of how some of the sounds are pronounced, please see ‘Mr T’s Phonics’ on Youtube to find 

videos that tell you how each sound is pronounced.  

 

3. Look at unfamiliar words. Explain where we can find out what they mean and model doing this (e.g. a dictionary, 

asking Alexa, looking it up online).  

 

4. Where possible relate the story to the child’s own experiences and have conversations about these. For example, 

going to the beach or the park. Show them that reading is all around them. 

 

5. Questions to ask: 

Who are the characters in the story? 

What do you think might happen next? 

Where is the story set? What is a setting?  

 

After the book has been read:  

 

6. Ask your child what their favorite part was and why.  

 

7. Ask them to retell the story in their own words 

 

8. Ask them if they have any questions for you about the book.  

 

The tips and tricks above will contribute to the development of your child’s reading skills. Reading the words on 

the page, is only part of the reading skills we teach. We hope these tips are useful. Please remember that we 

encourage the reading of a range of different materials in a meaningful context. For example, non-fiction books 

from the Library, local signs, words around the house, at the swimming pool or food packaging.  

 



Reading Top Tips 

 

Familiar Characters: 

These are characters that the children have become familiar with through the books that we have focused on 

during our class topics.  

 

 

 

Can you look out for familiar characters in your own texts? 

 

Familiar Settings: 

These are places that the children have either become familiar with through the books that we have focused on 

during our class topics or places that are in their local community and may have visited with their family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you look out for familiar settings in your own texts? 

 


