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This story is from page 11 of First News. Read the story, and then try the puzzle. To help you, we have 
underlined the answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the story – but you will need to match the 
correct word with each clue!
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This is because it’s important to stop 
any illness passing from person to 
person, because nobody wants to be ill. 
But it’s equally important to remember 
that coronavirus only leads to a mild 
illness (known as COVID-19) in most 
people, parti cularly in children. Young 
people rarely get sick and, when they 
do, it is generally no worse than a cold.

Even knowing that, it’s diffi  cult not to 
worry when everyone is talking about 

coronavirus everywhere. While it is true 
that it is spreading in Britain and around 
the world, nearly everyone fully recovers 
within a couple of weeks. It is mainly 
very old people, or those who already 
have serious health problems, who don’t 
survive. Even then, the numbers are low. 
It’s worth remembering that around 
650 people die of the normal fl u each 
year in the UK, which also isn’t deadly in 
normally healthy people.

There is a lot of hard work happening 
to protect people from COVID-19, which 

is why the prime minister announced the 
government’s plan of acti on on Tuesday.

It’s likely that the number of cases of 
COVID-19 in the UK will sti ll go up by 
quite a lot – just like when normal fl u 
takes hold here every winter. 

So, it’s possible that people will work 
from home, more schools could close, 
some events might get cancelled and 
people may be encouraged not to travel 
unless they need to. None of that is 
anything to worry about. It is just to limit 
the number of people who get sick.

You can also do a lot to protect yourself 
and other people by:

 washing your hands (with hot
water and soap when you can) for
the length of ti me it takes to sing 
Happy Birthday twice
 using hand saniti ser if you have it
 coughing and sneezing into a ti ssue, 
then throwing it away
 not touching your eyes, nose
and mouth
 have fun thinking up some new ways of 
greeti ng people without shaking hands!
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by editor in chief Nicky Cox
PRIME Minister Boris Johnson has announced a plan to try to stop coronavirus spreading too widely in the UK.
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ACROSS
3) A large, natural object that orbits, or travels       
around, a star (noun 6)
4) A small moon (noun 7)
6) A pulling force that works across space (noun 7)
8) A chunk of rock in outer space that is in orbit       
around the sun (noun 8)

DOWN
1) Different (adjective 7)
2) Caught; taken (verb 8)
5) Travels around (verb 6)
7) A large, natural object that                                  
orbits a planet (noun 4)

One of the images that revealed the 
presence of the new mini-moon
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EARTH’S 
NEW MOON
THE news that really blew our minds this week 
is that our planet now has two moons.

And if that’s not enough to rock your socks, this sneaky 
second moon has been up there for three whole years! 

The new mini-moon was spotted last month by researchers 
in Arizona, USA.

It measures about 2–3.5 metres across – about the same 
size as a small car. It orbits (goes around) the Earth once 
every 47 days. Sadly, it’s too small to be seen by the 
naked eye.

It’s thought that the mini-moon is an asteroid that was 
captured by Earth’s gravity.  

It follows an unusual path and travels much further away 
from Earth than our main moon – which is why it hadn’t 

been spotted until now. 

We may have only just discovered our new moonlet, but it 
is not going to be around for long. It is expected to shoot 
off into space again by April. 

The mini-moon has been given the exciting name of 2020 
CD3. Perhaps you can think of a better one?

What is a moon?
Any natural object that orbits a planet is called a 
moon. Did you know Jupiter has 79 known moons?
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