
 Spring Term 2 2020 

‘Extremes’ Themed Half Term 
 

Year 4 

If you have any queries or concerns 

about your child’s progress or well-

being, please do not hesitate to make 

an after-school appointment to speak 

to me. 

 

Year 4 staff:  

 

Teacher:  

Mrs F. Harrison 

 

Teaching assistants:  

Mrs Boyes 

Miss Ozsoy (Friday mornings) 

 
                          *** 

 

 

 

Important Days 

 

Wednesday  

PE lessons – full kits needed with trainers 

 

Thursday  

Swimming- costumes/ trunks, towels and a 

warm jacket will be needed.  

 

Your child should bring in their reading 

diaries and school books daily please so 

that we can complete their in-school 

reading. Reading records will be checked 

every Thursday morning from this term 

onwards.  
 

 

PLEASE label all uniform  
 

RE  

In this topic, the children will learn that Jesus came from God to share our life so that we can share in the life of Jesus. 

They will reflect on how Jesus is like us and how He is like God. They will consider ways in which they can share the life of 

Jesus. We will continue to look at parables for how Jesus taught us to do this.  

 

English 

Our theme of ‘Extremes’ runs throughout our English learning. The children are beginning their learning journey to write 

information texts about natural disasters. We will begin by unpicking the key features of an information text to gain a 

greater understanding of the features we will be learning about. Following this, we will work on the children’s understanding 

of simple, compound and complex sentences. We will develop their understanding of coordinating and subordinating 

conjunctions. Following this, the children will learn all about organising text using paragraphs and subheadings. We will 

continue to work on using sentence openers to give cohesion too. The children will also continue to develop their 

understanding of effective editing and redrafting of writing. 

Spellings this half term will be given out on the first Friday of the half term. These spellings are available for the children 

to learn on Spelling Shed. 

Mathematics 

 This half term has a fraction focus. We will begin by learning what a fraction is and what it represents. We will use lots of 

hands-on learning for this so that the children understand this concept. We will then move onto simple fraction 

equivalences. After that, we will look at fractions that are more than one (improper and mixed number) as well as adding 

and subtracting fractions with the same denominator. The concept of fractions is tricky for the children so please use this 

language with your children at home to help them with their understanding.  

This half term, we will continue to work on multiplication and division facts up to 12x12. Please encourage your children to 

work on these as it will support them across their maths learning. If you need any help with how to support your child, 

please ask.  

Art  

In Art, we are certainly taking the extreme theme seriously! We will begin by creating 3D volcano sculptures using papier-

mache. The children will be required to create a strong structure and use a range of brush techniques to create different 

textures on their sculpture. The children will then use a range of materials to create striking effects to their volcanoes. 

This is always a very popular art topic and I am sure the children will enjoy it thoroughly! 

Computing 

This half term is all about coding. We will begin the half term by learning in a practical way how coding needs to be exact; 

any missed instructions within will mean the computer won’t be able to complete it’s instructions. We will begin this by acting 

as computers ourselves and giving one another instructions. After that, we will use the app ‘Alex’. Following that, we will move 

onto another programme ‘Swift’ where the children will work week by week onto progressively trickier concepts to develop 

their coding understanding.  
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Music 

Every Tuesday afternoon, the children will be developing their music skills in their lessons with Mr Mercer. Within these 

lessons, the children will be given the opportunity to try a range of instruments and develop their understanding of using 

musical language, composing and performing. The children also have extra music every Thursday morning with Mr 

Harrington where they will use the instrument ‘bamboo tamboo’.  

PE 

On a Thursday morning, your child will be taking swimming lessons at Wetherby Leisure Centre which I know they are very 

excited about! The children will be taught a range of strokes and develop their ability to swim  at length independently. Every 

Wednesday afternoon, the children will have PE with myself and Mr Cooper. The children will be developing their skills within 

games this half term.   

PSHE 

In PSHE, we are looking at differences. We will begin by looking at how we are different to one another and we will 

celebrate these differences. Following that, we will continue with our ‘differences’ theme and consider interactions that 

the children will have with each other and others. We will consider opinion and develop the children’s ability to use 

restorative practice when resolving issues.  

Topic  

‘Extremes’ 

Our topic is linked to all things extreme. To begin, we will look at the extreme impact that the Romans had on Britain. We 

will then move onto earthquakes and volcanoes. We will be focusing on the extreme volcanic eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 

Pompeii too where the children will continue to make links to the Romans. The children will then consider why people live in 

areas where there may be such extreme disasters such as earthquakes or eruptions. The children will consider different 

viewpoints about this and will have to consider the positives and negatives of this.  

Science 

The children will be becoming junior doctors this half term! We will be looking at the digestive system this half term and 

look at how the body processes food, extracts nutrients and then excretes waste product. The children will take a trip 

from the start to the end of the digestive system and understand the importance of the organs that help us to process 

this food.  

We will also be looking at the nutrients we get from different food by using an app on the iPads to look at sugar and fat 

contents. I would appreciate any donations of dry food packaging or drinks bottles for the children to analyse and use their 

data handling skills with. Due to allergies of children and staff in school, please ensure that any packaging that is brought in 

is from nut free products.  Thank you! 

Homework 

In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 

 

• Mathletics/ Spelling Shed tasks  

• SPAGonline tasks 

• Reading 3/4 times per week for 15 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina. This should 

be using their school reading book.  

• Research projects  

Homework policy is available on the school website. 
 

Ways to Help Your Child 

 

At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School we consider that strong school-parent links are an essential part of ensuring our 

pupils achieve their potential. We really appreciate the support you give your children at home in order to help them with 

their learning.  

 

Please ensure that you listen to your child reading their school reading book and write each time you listen in their 

homework diaries; listening to your child will improve their reading ability compared to leaving them to read alone. In addition, 

your child will have an advantage in English if YOU read a book to them regularly. In a recent survey at school, as little as 

3 children in a class are hearing a story read by their parents and as many as 27 children out of 30 would really like their 

parents to spend time reading to them. The benefits for children hearing stories read aloud are significant and it's a lovely 

way to end the day! PLEASE READ WITH YOUR CHILD.  

 

Our KIRF targets this half term are linked to times tables. Your child needs to learn the multiplication and division facts for 

up to 12x12 by the end of year 4. Times tables play an integral role across the maths curriculum so it is really beneficial for 

your child to learn them. In school, we learn our times tables in fun, exciting ways so please ask your child to show you these.  

 

If you would like any help with how to do this at home, please just ask.  
 



 


