
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School       

   Half Term Overview Planner: Topic – Underground 

 Orange text – Ambitious end point. Book: Town is By the Sea 

Canary in the Coal Mine 

                  Year Group: 2: Spring 2                                                        2020                              Teachers: Mrs Hemming & Mrs LB 

 
Monday after 
assembly- 
reading & 
book check, 
KIRF time & 
times tables.  

Wk 1 
Training Day on 
Monday. 
Healthy School 
assembly on Tuesday 
Humanities day. 
 
Lizzie Philpott in 
school from Martin 
House.  
 

WK 2 
World Book day. 
Wednesday- favourite 
characters. 
Year 2- focus on The 
Gruffalo. Whole day 
activities. 
 

WK 3 
Railway children on 
Monday. 

WK 4 
St Joseph’s day on 
Thursday. 

WK 5 
Assessment Week 
Living in Leeds week  
Peter Marsh - Deep 
Dive on Tuesday. 

WK 6 
Living in Leeds week 
Tuesday.  
School trip to the Coal 
mine. 
Oscars - Parents 
coming in - 9.15am. 
Visit to Mass? - Part of 
RE lesson 

RE  
The Mass 
 
Reflect and 
make links  
 

Lenten Promises- 
 
Revisit the last lesson 
from before the half 
term- next steps 

Have the opportunity 
to know and reflect on 
the importance of the 
Mass. 

Have the opportunity to 
know about the 
readings at Mass and 
why we should listen to 
them. 

Have an opportunity to 
know that at the 
offertory we offer gifts 
to God. 

Have an opportunity 
to know and 
appreciate that at the 
Consecration the 
bread and wine are 
changed into Jesus. 
 
Hinduism - link to 
Living in Leeds.  
 

Have an opportunity to 
know and appreciate 
that at the 
Consecration the bread 
and wine are changed 
into Jesus. 
 
Hinduism - link to 
Living in Leeds. 

English 
 
Big Concept. 
 
Recount-  
 
Poetry  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recount 
LHemming 
Tuesday 
Reading-  
Milestone 1- To listen 
to a short novel. 
L.O To listen to a 
story. 
To make predictions 
Children to be 
introduced to their 
book that their topic 
links to this half term. 
Before reading the 

Recount 
LHemming 
Monday  
Writing- 
Milestone 1- To 
analyse writing  
L.O. To read a 
recount. 
To highlight who, 
where, when and 
what in a recount 
 
LH to provide some 
extracts of recounts- 

Recount 
LHemming 
Monday - Railway 
children. Lesson to be 
follow up if during 
English- look at a 
recount of the play. 
Writing- 
Milestone 1-  
L.O.  
 
Tuesday 
Milestone 1- To organise 
writing. 

Poetry 
LHemming 
Monday  
Milestone 1- To analyse 
writing 
L.O. To identify types of 
poems.  
To read a selection of 
poetry 
LH to introduce poetry 
to the children. Children 
are to discuss what 
they think poems are- 
give any examples of 

LHemming 
Monday  
Milestone 1-  
To write with purpose 
To present writing 
 
L.O. To know features 
of an Acrostic poem 
B2L lesson 
 
To plan and Acrostic 
poem 
 

Poetry 
LHemming 
Monday 
Milestone 1- To write 
with purpose 
To present writing 
To edit and improve 
 
L.O. To write an 
Acrostic poem 
Children are to use 
their plan from 
yesterday- start the 
lesson with some 



To start a 
play - follow 
onto next 
half term. 
Reading a 
play to the 
children. 
 
Letter to the 
Dad in the 
coal mine. 
 
Interim 
Standards 
Focus on 
expected and 
greater depth 
throughout 
all reading 
and writing  
activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

book, children are to 
discuss and make 
predictions about the 
story. Record as a 
class on the carpet- 
then differentiated 
activities linked to 
introduction to the 
story. Have sticky 
notes and spider 
diagrams for children 
to make predictions. 
 
Wednesday 
Milestone 1- To 
punctuate accurately. 
L.O. To highlight 
punctuation 
Children to have 
extracts from the story 
- Town is by the sea. 
Children are to work 
in mixed ability 
partners to pick out 
what punctuation has 
been used- children to 
highlight punctuation. 
In groups- edit and 
improve the 
punctuation. What 
could we change- 
rewrite an extract 
from the story on the 
carpet. 
 
KLB 
To follow on- 
Take more extracts 
from the book- look at 
the punctuation. 
Children to re-write 
some sentences using 

children to work in 
mixed partners to look 
at the orientation of 
the recount- have a 
table to present 
information and 
children to use 
highlighters to pull 
out information- who, 
what, where and 
when. Bring all ideas 
together- create a 
class table. Add to the 
working wall. 
 
Tuesday 
Writing-Milestone 1- 
To analyse writing. 
To organise writing 
appropriately- use the 
correct tense. 
 
L.O. To recognise and 
use the past tense. 
Children are to use 
their extracts from 
yesterday that are 
highlighted. LH to 
teach the past tense 
as whole class. White 
board work- children 
changing my 
sentences to the past 
tense- discussion on 
what happens to the 
words/what do we 
change. Children to 
then identify past 
tense in the recounts 
shared with them. 
Children to re write 
sentences into their 

To write with purpose 
L.O. To plan a recount. 
To use all features of a 
recount. 
 
LH not to give scaffold 
top tips so the writing 
can be as independent 
as possible to be used 
for writing evidence.  
LH to use the learning 
walls and draw upon 
all features of a 
recount- look at the 
checklist created by LH 
and KLB. 
Children are to work 
independently to create 
a plan for their recount- 
thinking about all the 
features- worthy words, 
punctuation, tense, 
orientation, title and 
conclusion. 
Recount. They are to be 
the boy in the story- 
recount his day. 
Emotions to be added 
as his dad goes under 
the sea to mine every 
day. Big emphasis on 
feelings. 
 
Wednesday - 
Milestone 1- To organise 
writing. 
To write with purpose 
L.O. To write a recount  
Children are to write a 
recount. They are to use 
their plan from 
yesterday. Children can 

poems they have read- 
written. 
LH to share a poem 
with the children start 
to unpick some of the 
features of the poem. 
Children to split into 
groups- children to 
have the same poem 
but identifying different 
parts to the poem: 
Verses, commas, 
rhyme. 
At the end of the lesson 
to come back together 
and look at the features 
identified- add to the 
flipchart paper- add to 
working wall. 
 
Tuesday- 
Milestone 1- To write 
with purpose 
To spell correctly 
L.O. To know what a 
simile is. 
LH to teach children 
about similes - share 
examples - on the 
carpet children are to 
create their own. 
Similes to be linked to 
the story. Thinking 
about what it is like 
under the sea and what 
the boys see in the day 
waiting for his dad. 
Children to then create 
their own similes in 
their books- children to 
swap books and their 
partner is to create a 

LH to share examples 
of an acrostic poem 
with the children. 
Children are to pick 
out features with their 
partner- come back to 
as a class and look at 
the features- add to 
flip chart. 
Children are to then 
create an acrostic 
poem with a partner- 
poem to be about life 
in a coal mine. This is 
the planning stage. 
 
Assessment 
Children to write a 
recount. This will be 
after the holidays 
after their trip to the 
coal mine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

editing and improving. 
LH to have features of 
an acrostic poem on 
the IWB and children 
to use the flipchart 
from yesterday. 
Children are to create 
their own acrostic 
poem, following their 
edited plan. 
 
Tuesday - Trip to the 
coal mine. 
 
Wednesday- No 
English. Oscars 
ceremony in the hall - 
parents coming in. 
 
 
KLB 
Write another Acrostic 
poem with a different 
focus. Leeds acrostic 
poem. Why living in 
Leeds is great! 
 
Read a play to the 
children and set them 
up ready for learning 
and writing a play 
after the half term. 
 
 



exclamation marks, 
commas, full stops, 
capital letters. 
Children to create 
better sentences in 
their books - adding 
worthy words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

books- children 
adding some 
ambitious language, 
worthy words, variety 
of punctuation. 
 
Wednesday- One off 
lesson linked to WBD-
The Gruffalo- 
Underground house  
Writing-Milestone 1-To 
use the correct tense 
To write with purpose 
 
L.O. To create a new 
character for a story. 
 
L.O. To write an 
alternative ending. 
 
LH to theme WBD 
around the Gruffalo- 
children are to embed 
skills they have learnt 
in previous lessons- 
real focus on the 
interim standards. 
Children are to listen 
to the story of the 
Gruffalo- children to 
create a new character 
for the story. Children 
are to then write an 
alternative ending to 
the story. 
 
KLB: 
To look at how we 
elaborate events in a 
recount- highlight 
some. Write about an 
event as a class- 

edit and improve their 
plan as they go along. 
Children to be using 
their writing targets as 
they compose their 
recount. Writing to be 
independent. Emotive 
recount. 
 
KLB: 
Children are to edit and 
improve their recount 
independently. Whole 
class input on what 
they are looking for - 
use the check list. 
Children can then swap 
books and edit and 
improve their partners 
work. 
Friday. Children to re-
write part of their 
recount- looking at their 
peers next steps and LH 
and KLB’s. Some 
children could create a 
new recount as the 
Dad. 
        
 
 

picture using the similes 
they have created.  
B2L lesson 
 
Wednesday - 
Milestone 1- 
To write with purpose 
To present writing 
L.O. To write a shape 
poem 
Children are to use the 
skills they have earnt- 
have the poems 
highlighted in the 
week- children to use 
similes-  
Children to write their 
poem in the shape of a 
tunnel, a wave, a mine- 
leave open for children. 
 
KLB-  
Thursday - St Joseph’s 
day. 
Friday- Editing and 
improving poem- 
partner and individual. 
Children can then 
rewrite a verse of their 
poem. 
Children to write a 
poem about St Joseph. 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 



linked to the story. 
Children to all write 
their own event and 
add to a class 
recount. Look at the 
conclusion of a 
recount - create one 
as a class. Highlight 
the features- what 
makes a good 
conclusion. Look at 
titles of recount- what 
makes a good recount. 

SPAG All SPAG to be fed 
through daily reading 
and writing lessons- 
key areas to cover are-  
 
Commas, suffixes, 
prefix un, common 
exception words, 
homophones and near 
homophones 
 
Some may need to be 
discretely taught- this 
will be through all 
English lessons  
 
Spellings- linked to 
sounds write week 
and some of the above 
SPAG areas 
 
 

All SPAG to be fed 
through daily reading 
and writing lessons- 
key areas to cover are-  
 
Commas, suffixes, 
prefix un, common 
exception words, 
homophones and near 
homophones 
 
Some may need to be 
discretely taught- this 
will be through all 
English lessons  
 
Spellings- linked to 
sounds write week 
and some of the above 
SPAG areas 
 
 

All SPAG to be fed 
through daily reading 
and writing lessons- 
key areas to cover are-  
 
Commas, suffixes, 
prefix un, common 
exception words, 
homophones and near 
homophones 
 
Some may need to be 
discretely taught- this 
will be through all 
English lessons  
 
Spellings- linked to 
sounds write week and 
some of the above 
SPAG areas 
 
 

All SPAG to be fed 
through daily reading 
and writing lessons- 
key areas to cover are-  
 
Commas, suffixes, 
prefix un, common 
exception words, 
homophones and near 
homophones 
 
Some may need to be 
discretely taught- this 
will be through all 
English lessons  
 
Spellings- linked to 
sounds write week and 
some of the above 
SPAG areas 

Assessment. 
Children to complete 
some SPAG questions 
like in the Y2 
assessment paper. 
Differentiate for all 
ability groups 
 
KLB 
SPAG paper. 

All SPAG to be fed 
through daily reading 
and writing lessons- 
key areas to cover are-  
 
Commas, suffixes, 
prefix un, common 
exception words, 
homophones and near 
homophones 
 
Some may need to be 
discretely taught- this 
will be through all 
English lessons  
 
Spellings- linked to 
sounds write week and 
some of the above 
SPAG areas 
 

Phonics and 
Reading 
 

Sounds-Write 
Programme. Extended 
Code 34 
 

Sounds-Write 
Programme. Extended 
code 35 

Sounds-Write 
Programme. Extended 
Code 36 

Sounds-Write 
Programme. Extended 
Code 37 

Sounds-Write 
Programme. Extended 
Code 38 

Sounds-Write 
Programme. Extended 
Code 39 



Maths 
 
Big Concept. 
 
Shape - 
Continued 
from last half 
term. 
 
Symmetry 
 
Time 
 
Positional 
Language 
 
Column 
addition and 
subtraction 
 
Interim 
standards- 
focus on the 
gaps. 

LHemming 
Monday 
Training day 
 
Tuesday and 
Wednesday 
Milestone 1- Properties 
of shape 
L.O. To recognise lines 
of symmetry 
Revisit- cone 
misconception from 
before the holidays. 
Look at a selection of 
shapes and have a 
shape quiz- B2L 
Teach what symmetry 
is and look at things 
in the natural 
environment that has 
lines of symmetry. 
Have a quiz with the 
children. 
Children are to have a 
selection of 
underground images, 
shapes. Use a ruler to 
find any lines of 
symmetry. Mixed 
ability group work 
working with A3 
images- then onto 
images in their books. 
This lesson to go over 
two days as lots to fit 
in and pick up on any 
misconceptions  
 
KIRF time- children to 
look at their targets- 
look for activities to 

LHemming 
Monday 
Milestone 1- To know 
and use numbers 
L.O. To learn my KIRF 
targets 
Children to have KIRF 
time and times table 
time. Activities 
differentiated for 
children. 
 
Tuesday- 
Milestone 1- To use 
measures 
L.O. To tell the time to 
O’clock and half past 
the hour 
To know how many 
minutes in a day. 
To know how many 
hours in a day. 
Last half term there 
were a lot of 
misconceptions over 
time. 
Check in on minutes 
in an hour, hours in a 
day- small group 
activity.  
Starting at the 
beginning- looking at 
the clock face, 
intervals around the 
clock. Teach O’clock 
and half past the 
hour- table carousel of 
activities. 
 
Wednesday 
Outdoor maths  

LHemming 
Monday 
Milestone 1- To know 
and use numbers 
L.O. To learn my KIRF 
targets 
Children to have KIRF 
time and times table 
time. Activities 
differentiated for 
children. 
 
Tuesday- 
Milestone 1- To use 
measures 
L.O. To tell the time at 
five-minute intervals  
Teach the children to 5 
minute intervals around 
the clock. Make links 
back to previous 
learning. Children to 
have a hands-on lesson 
exploring the time. 
Assessment of children 
at the end of any 
further misconceptions 
with time.  
 
Wednesday 
Outdoor maths  
Milestone 1- To know 
and use numbers 
To order numbers 
To compare numbers 
Using the natural 
environment- children 
to use the woods and 
explore maths problems 
outdoors Take the 
children to the woods 
and explore maths 

LHemming 
Monday  
Milestone 1- To know 
and use numbers 
L.O. To learn my KIRF 
targets 
Children to have KIRF 
time and times table 
time. Activities 
differentiated for 
children. 
 
Tuesday. Link to 
computing 
Milestone 1- To describe 
position, direction and 
movement  
L.O. To move in half, 
quarter and ¾ turns 
Teach the children the 
vocabulary around 
positional language. 
Play a game in the hall 
as a starter to pick up 
positional language 
misconceptions- B2L 
Children to plan a route 
through a tunnel in the 
woods. To be done over 
two lessons- tomorrow 
children to go to the 
woods and complete 
their instructions. Focus 
on positional language- 
vocabulary lesson  
 
 
 
Wednesday 
Outdoor maths  

Assessment. 
Differentiated 
activities to see where 
the children are at. 
Look at next steps and 
gaps for the following 
week.  

LHemming 
Monday 
Milestone 1- To know 
and use numbers 
L.O. To learn my KIRF 
targets 
Children to have KIRF 
time and times table 
time. Activities 
differentiated for 
children. 
 
Tuesday. Trip to the 
coal mining museum 
 
Wednesday. Woods 
assessment. Time and 
measures- follow on 
from last week. 
Misconceptions from 
positional language to 
be picked up before 
moving on next half 
term. 
 
KLB 
Milestone 1: Use 
multiplication and 
division facts. 
 
L.O: To solve problems 
using multiplication 
and division. SAT 
paper questions.  
 
Milestone 1: To use 
known multiplication 
and division facts to 
check the accuracy of 
calculations.  
  



support their KIRF 
development.  
 
KLB 
Milestone 1: To add 
and subtract. 
 
L.O: To learn how to 
use column addition.  
 
Show children how to 
complete column 
addition. Basic first 
then moving onto 
carrying over ten. 
Preparation for the 
SATs. 
 
 

Milestone 1- To use 
measures 
L.O. To tell the time to 
O/clock and half past 
the hour 
To tell the time to 
quarter past and 
quarter to the hour 
B2L lesson 
Children to match 
times around school- 
reading the time and 
finding the correct 
clock. Children to 
create their own clock 
faces with chalk on 
the playground and 
create challenge 
questions for their 
partner.  
 
KLB 
Milestone 1: To add 
and subtract. 
 
L.O: To learn how to 
use column 
subtraction.  
 
Show children how to 
complete column 
subtraction. To move 
onto borrowing a ten.  
 

problems. Time 
questions - problem 
solving. Using things in 
the woods to create 
their own questions. 
Differentiated. Hot choc 
in the woods. Create it 
as a B2L activity where 
possible. 
 
KLB 
Milestone 1: To 
recognise and use the 
inverse relationship.  
 
L.O: Learn how to 
inverse calculations.  
 
Addition and 
subtraction problems. 
Checking calculations to 
solve missing number 
problems. Linked to the 
SATs. 
 

 
 

Milestone 1- To describe 
position, direction and 
movement 
L.O. L.O. To move in 
half, quarter and ¾ 
turns 
Children to be following 
plan from yesterday- 
going to the woods and 
creating a tunnel. 
Directing their partner 
through their tunnel- 
positional language 
lesson. Making links to 
previous learning 
 
KLB 
Milestone 1: Use 
multiplication and 
division facts. 
 
L.O: To solve problems 
using multiplication 
and division. SAT paper 
questions.  
 
 



Science 
Big Concept. 
 
Physics. 
 
Sound, 
hearing, 
light, seeing 
– all linked 
to 
underground. 
 
 

Milestone 1: To 
understand living 
things. 
 
One off lesson – 
linked to the badger 
work in Geography. 
 
L.O: To learn about a 
badger’s habitat. 
 
Linked to Geography, 
children to visit the 
badger hole. To 
complete a case study 
on why badgers live 
like they do, how they 
survive, what they 
need etc.  
 
Rising Stars cold task 
   

Milestone 1: To 
understand light and 
seeing. 
 
L.O: To understand 
how light travels. 
 
Children to learn that 
light travels from light 
sources to their eyes. 
To find out about the 
best light sources for 
underground tunnels.  
 
An explanation can be 
given that we see 
things because light 
travels from them to 
our eyes.  
 
 
 

Milestone 1: To 
investigate sound and 
hearing.  
To perform simple tests. 
Gather and record data. 
 
L.O: To complete a 
listening experiment.  
 
Pretending we are 
underground in a 
cave/tunnel, children to 
listen to sounds they 
cannot see. EL to create 
six sounds behind a 
screen, children to listen 
to the sound and write 
what they think it is. 
To answer questions 
about it.  
 
Without support, a 
variety of sources of 
sound are observed and 
named. 
 

Milestone 1: To 
understand electrical 
circuits.  
 
L.O: To identify 
common objects that 
run on electricity.  
 
Electrical object hunt 
around school.  
Light sources around 
school.  
B2L lesson.  
 
Objects are identified 
independently.  
 
 
 
 

Assessment Week 
 
Milestone 1: To 
understand electrical 
circuits. 
 
L.O: To construct a 
simple series electrical 
circuit.  
 
Give children the 
equipment they need 
to create a circuit, 
what do they do? 
How do they work it 
out? 
 
Without support, a 
more complex 
electrical circuit is 
constructed.  
 
 
 

Milestone 1: To 
understand electrical 
circuits. 
 
L.O: To construct a 
simple series electrical 
circuit.  
 
Follow on lesson from 
last week. Write up 
about what they found 
out.  
 
Without support, a 
more complex electrical 
circuit is constructed.  
 
 
Rising starts hot task 



Computing  
 
Big Concept. 
 
To code 
 
Children to 
use Scratch  
to direct their 
friend 
through a 
coal mine- 
Maths link  
 
 
 

Milestone 1-  
 Use a range of 
applications and 
devices in order to 
communicate ideas 
 
L.O. To use positional 
language  
 
Introduce the end goal 
of creating a tunnel 
and directions to 
direct the beebot 
through a coal mine. 
 
Children to role play 
directing their friend 
around the classroom- 
use positional 
language. 
 
AR to share scratch 
with the children and 
so an initial. 
assessment  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Milestone 1-  
Use a range of 
applications and 
devices in order to 
communicate ideas 
 
L.O. To know what a 
sprite is 
 
Recap from last week- 
Introduce the end goal 
to children. Children 
are going to use their 
computer skills and 
maths skills to direct 
their friend through a 
coal mine. 
 
Look at positional 
language. Role play 
and write directions 
down together. 
Children to take their 
partner on the 
adventure using their 
directions.  
 
Start exploring sprites 
on scratch. In pairs 
create a simple code- 
modelled by AR using 
Airplay on the smart 
board 

Milestone 1- Sensing- 
Create conditions for 
actions by waiting for 
user input 
 
L.O. To code 
 
Whole class 
demonstration on 
scratch, 
 
Model how to get the 
sprites to move 
forward. 
 
Extension to get the 
sprite to jump. 
 
Children to then input 
their own directions- 
make links to maths 
learning wall. 

Milestone 1- Sensing- 
Create conditions for 
actions by waiting for 
user input 
 
L.O. To code 
 
Continue from last 
week. Moving onto next 
levels. Children to start 
to think about how they 
can transfer their 
coding skills from 
scratch to their 
independent coal mine. 
 
Children to add another 
Sprite to their 
programme- get the 
Sprites to have a race 
  
Children input their 
own directions. Make 
links to maths learning 
wall- assessment  

Assessment week 
If time to plan their 
coal mine ready for 
next week.  

Milestone 1- Sensing- 
Create conditions for 
actions by waiting for 
user input 
 
L.O. To code a  beebot 
Children are to design 
their own coal mine- 
paper and card to be 
used. Children are to 
transfer their skills 
from Scratch to the 
beebot. Children to 
direct the beebot 
through their coal 
mine- Assessment 

Geography 
 
Big Concept. 
 
To compare 
industry use 
from the past 
to present  
 

Whole school 
Milestone 1: Identify 
land use around 
school (children to 
write up their 
findings). 
 

LH 
Tuesday 
History lesson 
Milestone 1- Describe 
significant people 
from the past.  
 
Recognise that there 
are reasons why    

LH 
Tuesday 
History lesson 
Milestone 1- Describe 
significant people from 
the past. 
 
Recognise that there are 
reasons why people in 

Milestone 1:  
LH 
Tuesday 
Geography and History 
lesson- full afternoon 
Milestone 1- To 
investigate places 

Assessment Week 
 
Living in Leeds. 
Make links to 
Victorian Britain. Life 
in the coal mines 
 
Milestone 1 

LH 
Tuesday 
History lesson 
Real life experience. 
Children are to take on 
the role of a child 
working underground. 
Milestone 1 



 
History- Coal 
mining and 
the Industrial 
Revolution 
 
Significant 
people - 
Isambard 
Brunel 
Florence 
Nightingale 
(Trenches) 
 
 

Ambitions End points 
to be focused in the 
lesson 
 
Patterns of land use 
are investigated and 
described in detail 
using well-chosen 
geographical 
vocabulary. 
 
LH 
Tuesday 
Geography lesson- all 
afternoon. 
 
L.O. To identify land 
use around school. 
 
To use carefully 
chosen Geographical 
language  
 
Share examples of 
maps on the IWB- 
chidden to discuss 
map vocabulary. 
Create a list of 
vocabulary on the 
worthy word wall. 
Children to go out and 
map out the physical 
geography around St 
Joseph’s school.  
 
Before going outside. 
Focus children on the 
badger habitat- how 
would this link to our 
topic? Children are to 
map this on their land 
use. 

people in the past 
acted as they did 
 
Ambitions End points 
to be focused in the 
lesson 
 
The term ‘significant’ 
is increasingly 
understood and used 
to select people from 
the past to describe. 
 
There is a growing 
understanding of the 
reasons why people in 
the past acted as they 
did.  Decisions are 
made as to how to 
present this 
information 
 
L.O. To describe and 
give reasons why 
Isambard Brunel is 
significant.  
 
Teach children about 
why IB is important 
and how he had an 
impact on our history 
today- Thames 
Tunnel- how this is 
relevant today and 
make links to the 
industrial revolution, 
Europe. Touch on 
present politics. 
Children are to present 
information about him 
in a creative way. 
Focus on why he 

the past acted as they 
did 
Ambitions End points to 
be focused in the lesson 
 
The term ‘significant’ is 
increasingly understood 
and used to select 
people from the past to 
describe. 
 
There is a growing 
understanding of the 
reasons why people in 
the past acted as they 
did.  Decisions are 
made as to how to 
present this information 
 
 
L.O. To describe and 
give reasons why 
Florence Nightingale is 
significant. 
 
This lesson is only to 
talk about Florence 
treating people in the 
trenches- link to our 
underground lesson. 
Children are to learn 
about why she is 
important and how did 
she change the way in 
which we live today? 
Children are to be 
encouraged to make 
links to previous 
learning about 
significant people- 
including IB from last 
week 

L.O. To ask questions 
about the London 
underground 
 
To make links to events 
in history 
 
Ambitions End points to 
be focused in the lesson 
 
Good, relevant 
questions about the 
past are asked and the 
answers investigated. 
 
Generally, some 
pertinent geographical 
questions are asked and 
answered. 
 
Start the lesson by 
introducing the London 
Underground-  
Children to create 
questions about what 
they think the 
underground is? Why 
does it link to our topic? 
Are there any 
significant people in 
History we can make 
links to with the 
London underground? 
Give reasons for their 
answers? 
Marc Brunel (his father) 
and how the Thames 
Tunnel has become part 
of the London 
Underground. 
 

During structured 
activities, some 
relevant questions 
about the past are 
asked. 
 
Good, relevant 
questions about the 
past are asked and the 
answers investigated.  
 
L.O. To make links 
and give reasons 
about how industry 
has changed. 
 
All lessons to be linked 
to the Industrial 
revolution. 
Leeds famous for the 
cotton industry. Make 
links to children 
working in factories 
and in the coal mines. 

During structured 
activities, some 
relevant questions 
about the past are 
asked. 
 
Good, relevant 
questions about the 
past are asked and the 
answers investigated. – 
 
L.O. To ask questions 
about life in a coal 
mining family 
 
To make links to events 
in history  
 
This lesson will take 
place at the coal 
mining museum. 
LH to work with the 
coal mining museum 
on our lesson 
objectives. Life in the 
coal mine for children- 
making links to the 
land use and also the 
Industrial revolution.  
 
Follow up from this 
lesson to be continued 
next half term- 
Assessment- to be at 
the end of the final 
week- KLB 



 
Children to create a 
map with symbols to 
show the land use. 
Maths link  
 
Assessment of children 
in the lesson 
 

made the decisions he 
did. 
 

 Children are to have a 
section of London 
Underground stations- 
children are to use 
compass point. Use 
positional language to 
map out the journey of 
their chosen 
underground route. 
Maths link  
Children are to then use 
the computers to 
research any famous 
landmarks in London. 
 

DT 
 
To master 
practical 
skills: Create 
a coal 
mining cart.  
 
  

Milestone 1: To design. 
 
L.O: To research what 
a coal mining cart 
looks like. 
 

Plan 
 
Computing link: Using 
the iPads, children to 
research what a good 
coal mining cart 
would look like. To 
write down their ideas 
in their Art books 
using a spider 
diagram. 
 

Milestone 1: To design. 
 
L.O: To design your 
coal mining cart. 
 

Plan 
 

Children to design a 
cart that can carry 
objects. It must be 
able to stand, move 
and hold objects in it. 
Emphasise the fact 
that this could be 
similar to a cart 
underground used to 
transport coal.  
To write reasons as to 
why they have 
designed it this way.  
 

Milestone 1: To create products using levers, 
wheels and winding mechanisms. 
 
L.O. To create your cart. 
 

Do 
 
Over two weeks, children to use a variety of tools 
and equipment to design their coal mining cart: 

• Wheels, 

• Art straws, 

• Glue,  

• Winding mechanisms, 

• Small pieces of wood, 

• Cardboard.  
 
With high level of independence and a good 
understanding of mechanisms, good-quality 
products using levers and winding mechanisms 
are made. 
 

 

Milestone 1: To use materials to practise drilling, 
screwing, gluing and nailing products to make 
and strengthen products.  
 
L.O: To review your work. 
 
Children to review their cart. Does it need 
changing? Does it need strengthening? Can it 
hold objects and move? 
 
High quality products are mad through a 
process of constant refinement throughout the 
making process. 
 
Living in Leeds – Coal mining cart. Could your 
cart be used somewhere in Leeds now? Where? 
Why? Worksheet on how it could be used now 
vs in the past. 



P.E 
Gymnastics 
 
Big Concept. 
To perform a 
sequencing of 
skills 
 
 

Milestone 1-  
To move with some 
control and awareness 
of space 
 
L.O. To turn a stretch 
into a jump 
 
L.O. To sequence a 
stretch and a jump 

Milestone 1-  
To jump in a variety 
of ways. 
Land with increasing 
control and balance  
 
L.O. To perform a 
variety of jumps 
 
L.O. To land with bent 
knees, on two feet 
 
 

Milestone 1-  
Link two or more 
actions to make a 
sequence 
 
L.O. To combine two 
skills 

Milestone 1-  
To climb safely on 
equipment 
 
Link two or more 
actions to make a 
sequence 
 
L.O. To combine two 
skills 
 
Use the apparatus for 
sequencing- advance to 
the next level on 
apparatus. Benches 
upside down - higher 
tables. More stations.  

Milestone 2-  
Plan, perform and 
repeat sequences 
 
L.O. To plan a 
sequence 
 
L.O. To combine two 
skills 
 
Take poster paper into 
the hall- children to 
draw pictures to 
represent skills- two 
plus skills to be added 
to the sequence. 
 

Milestone 2-  
Plan, perform and 
repeat sequences 
 
Milestone 2- Refine 
movements into 
sequences  
L.O. To combine two 
skills 
 
Use the apparatus for 
sequencing- advance to 
the next level on 
apparatus- benches 
upside down- higher 
tables. More stations- 
assessment 

PSHE 
 

Pupils learn about 
what makes 
themselves and others 
special. 

Pupils learn about 
roles and 
responsibilities at 
home and school 

Pupils learn about 
being co-operative with 
others 

British Values. Living in Leeds Week: 
British Values  
 
 

Living in Leeds Week: 
British Values. 



Music 
 
Big concept 
 

To compose  
 

Children to 
create a piece 
of ambient 
music linked 
to life in the 
trenches/min
es 
 
War music- 
Long Way to 
Tipperary. 

Milestone 1: Sequence 
sounds to create an 
overall effect. 
 
Listen to a selection of 
classical music. 
Children to identify 
instruments they can 
hear. Write the 
instruments as a list 
on the flipchart. 
Discuss if we have 
any of these 
instruments in school 
or if anyone can play 
them.  
 
 

Milestone 1: Create 
short, musical 
patterns.  
 
Explore a variety of 
musical instruments. 
Children are to 
identify what 
instruments might be 
used for circus music. 

Milestone 1: Create 
short, musical patterns. 
 
Model a short musical 
piece to the children- 
use music from 
YouTube as a guide- 
classical musical. 
Linked to the trenches - 
life in the coal mines. 
 
https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=FsynSgeo
_Uo 
 
In groups children to 
plan out the music they 
are going to create. 
Children to identify 
musical instruments 
they are going to use. 
 

Milestone 1: Create 
short, rhythmic 
phrases. 
 
In groups children to 
plan out the 
mining/trench music 
they are going to 
create. 
 
Self-assess throughout 
and play to the group.  
 
Assessed Piece. The 
children’s participation 
in planning the music 
and then the 
performance  

Assessment Week Milestone 1: Create 
short, rhythmic 
phrases. 
 
In groups children to 
plan out the trenches 
coal mine they are 
going to create. 
 
Self-assess throughout 
and play to the group. 
 
Evaluate their musical 
pieces after performing 
to the class.  

MFL 
(optional in 
KS1) 
 
Consolidation 
from Spring 1 

Children to learn 
French greetings from 
Camembear. 

Children to learn 
flashcards from 
Camembear –  
Numbers to 10. 

Children to learn 
flashcards from 
Camembear –  
Numbers from 10-20. 

Children to learn 
flashcards from 
Camembear – Colours. 
 

Assessment Week  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children to learn 
flashcards from 
Camembear – Food. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsynSgeo_Uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsynSgeo_Uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsynSgeo_Uo


Planned Trips 
 
End of Spring 
2- Oscars 
ceremony. 
Throughout 
the term 
children will 
be recognised 
for special 
abilities - 
links to RE, 
Year of the 
word, school 
mission 
statement 
and 
curriculum 
intent. 
 

Lizzie Philpott from 
Martin House visiting 
Y2. 

 Trip to mass, 
organising with Fr 
John. 

 Living in Leeds week. 
Get someone in to talk 
about the Industrial 
revolution? 
 
Other faith link- 
Hinduism 
 
Miner coming in? 

Yorkshire Coal Mine 
 
Next half term - Den 
building. Linked to this 
topic. 

 
 
 


