
 

 

 

 Themed Half Term: Ancient Greece 

Spring Term 1 2020 

Year 5 

On behalf of all the Year 5 staff, 
I’d like to thank all the children 
and their parents for the beautiful 
cards, well wishes and thoughtful 
gifts we received for Christmas - 
we are always overwhelmed by the 
kindness and generosity shown. We 
hope you had a wonderful Christmas 
and wish you a very happy and 
peaceful new year!  
 

Year 5 Staff: Miss Waite,  Ms Crolla & 
Mrs Riordan 

 Important Dates 
Mass in Church - Weds 15th Jan 9.30am 
Y5 Show & Share - Weds 29th/Fri 31st Jan 9am 
Mass in Church - Weds 12th Feb 9.30am 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Thursdays 
Swimming at Wetherby Leisure Centre - please ensure 
your child has their swimming kit in a drawstring bag. 
 
 
 

 
 

Fridays 
Diaries due in: signed with reading & KIRFs recorded 
 

Tuesdays & Fridays 
Full PE kits must be in school (suitable for both indoor 
and outdoor). This includes trainers. 
 

Please continue to check our class web page 
to see all the exciting things that go on in 

Year 5! 

RE – Inspirational People 

In RE this half term, we will learn about the many inspirational people from all walks around the world that lived the way Jesus inspires 
us to live each day. We will reflect on what it means to be an inspirational person and what qualities and traits these inspirational people 
had. We will also make links to how the command ‘Love our neighbour’ informs our behaviour and actions. During this half term, we will be 
exploring the meaning of being a true disciple and will think about how we can live this out in our daily lives. 2020 marks the Year of the 

Word so we will spend time thinking about the importance of this and exploring the theme this year which is “The God who Speaks”. 

English - Myths & Legends 

This half term, we will be reading “Who Let the Gods Out?” which links to our topic of Ancient Greece. We will also explore Ancient 
Greek myths and legends including Heracles and the Labours and Pandora’s Box. Year 5 will explore figurative language (similes,     meta-
phors, alliteration and personification) and will deepen their vocabulary choices before writing creating descriptions. We 
will then explore ways to interweaving dialogue into descriptions through the use of DAD (dialogue, action, description) 
and will write our own story inspired by Pandora’s Box. We will cover a range of SPAG areas, including subordination, ex-
panded noun phrases, punctuating speech and revision of sentence types. Please encourage your child to read their school 

reading book and a lengthy novel at home.  

Mathematics - Fractions 

In Maths this half term, we will begin by revising written methods for multiplication and division and multiplying and dividing by 10, 100, 
1000 and beyond. We will apply these skills in a range of reasoning and problem-solving contexts also. Then, we will move on to exploring 
fractions. We will begin by identifying equivalent fractions and recognising mixed numbers and improper fractions and converting them 
from one form to the other. We will then compare and order fractions with the same denominator and denominators of the same multi-
ple. Year 5 will use their knowledge of multiples and factors to simplify fractions and express them with different denominators. Finally, 

we will add and subtract fractions with the same and different denominators. We will develop our skills initially through a 
range of fluency and varied fluency questions before applying these in reasoning and problem solving contexts. Keep an eye 
on our web page to see all of the fun things we get up to in Maths lessons! To help your child at home, please continue to 
work on quick mental addition, subtraction, multiplication and division as well as being able to quickly recall multiples and 
factors of a given number. If you require any resources to support with this, please ask! 

Science - Reversible & Irreversible Changes 

This half term we are continuing our topic of Materials.  We will compare and group everyday materials on the basis of their properties, 
such as their hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity and response to magnets. The children will use some of their Maths skills to 

do so using Venn diagrams and classification keys. The children will then explore reversible changes some more and will 
describe how to recover a substance from a solution, e.g. salt water. We will then use our Computing skills to record our 

results using scientific diagrams and labels.  Much to the children’s delight, we will move on to exploring irreversible 
changes—this will be through burning (e.g. toast, cooked eggs) and acid (e.g. what happens when vinegar or lemon juice is 

mixed with bicarbonate of soda) - this will definitely be an exciting scientific enquiry! 

Computing - iMovie 

This half term in Computing, we will be using the iMovie Apple software to create our own documentaries about a specific aspect of the 
historic period of Ancient Greece. We will begin by discussing why iMovie is a good software to use for this purpose and will plan our 

documentary and content through thorough research and a selection of pictures. Throughout the half term, we will then develop a range 
of skills; including uploading sounds and editing them, adding effects such as fade in and fade out, changing the position of objects be-

tween screen layers and also using green screen to add extra layers to the screen (such as a video/recording on a top of a photo). 

On Thursday 16th January, it is Safer Internet Day. Year 5 will think about what the internet actually is and not only how we use the 
internet in our lives but how the internet actually works. We will consider how we can stay safe on the internet when we are using it and 

what cyber bullying is and how we can spot and prevent it.  



Topic: Ancient Greece  

This half term, the children have chosen to study Ancient Greece based on their interest in it last half term during our theatre topic. 
We will begin to explore where the Ancient Greek civilization existed and order events on a timeline and we will then further explore the 
historical events that took place during this tie period. Year 5 will then further develop their geographical awareness and will name and 
locate the countries and cities of Europe on a map before exploring the geographical make up of Ancient Greece. We will then explore 

what life was like for women, men and children in Ancient Greece and will compare this to modern day life in 2020. We will use sources of 
evidence to deduce information about the past including Greek artefacts and books. This will link in well with our Artwork where we are 
studying and creating pottery inspired from Ancient Greece. Finally, we will study the Ancient Greek Gods and Goddesses and will write 
an informational text on why the Greek believed in the Gods and Goddesses and their importance in this time period. This is one of my 

favourite periods in History and I am sure Year 5 will love it too! 

Art - Greek Pottery 

In Art, we will develop techniques in using and moulding clay. We will begin by studying a range of Greek pottery and the 
patterns that the Ancient Greeks created. Year 5 will spend time analysing the pottery and deciding on which pattern is 
their favourite and why. We will move on to developing techniques in clay, including moulding the clay to form the shape 

of a Greek pot and ensuring that the clay has been moulded and sculpted in order for it to stand up right and have     
stability. Year 5 will then move on to designing their own pattern and deciding on the shape of their pot before creating 
it with clay, using tools to carve and add shape, texture or pattern to create their desired effect. Year 5 will then paint 
their pots to make them look more realistic before evaluating their final product and commenting on what went well and 

how they could improve.  

PSHE 

The theme for this half term in PSHE is Change Starts With Us. Towards the end of this half term, we have our Anti-Bullying fortnight 
where the children will consider and think about how we choose to respect ourselves and others.  

Throughout the half term, the children will continue to explore gender stereotypes and how we perceive different roles in our surround-
ings. The children will continue to explore respecting others and will do this through discussion, role play, drama and art. 

Homework 

In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 
 

 Mathletics/SPAG tasks are set on a Tuesday and due the following Monday. 

 Weekly spellings 

 Reading 4 times per week for 15 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina. 

 Research projects as set —the children have been really enjoying these so far. 

Our homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

Parent/guardian support at home is invaluable in your child’s learning and at our school we are so thankful and 
grateful for the excellent support you provide. Please continue to support your child at home, particularly with 
their reading and spellings. For this half term, your child must read their school reading book 4x a week for at 

least 15 minutes at a time, however, longer is preferable to build reading stamina. Please ensure that your child is 
reading aloud as well as independently as this helps their understanding and comprehension of what they are read-
ing. It is also beneficial for your child to hear an adult reading aloud to them. This is proven to support children 

with reading fluency and enjoyment for reading too. 

As your child is now in Year 5, an increased independence is encouraged in school so we ask that your 
child begins to complete their homework diary with some independence each week before being signed 

by a parent/guardian.  

PE 

Year 5 have their final block of swimming lessons this half term at Wetherby Leisure Centre. Thursday mornings really are a highlight of 
the children’s week and it is so lovely to see them all growing in confidence in the water! Year 5 will begin gymnastics this half term also 

and will explore a range strategies such as using equipment, creating complex sequences of movements and also     
developing their kinaesthetic awareness (placement and alignment of body parts).  

 

MFL 

This half term, Year 5 will learn about shops, food and clothing. We will link this to our Ancient Greece topic so that we can describe the 
food the Ancient Greeks ate and the clothing they wore in French. We will also use photos to look at the difference between the past (Il 
y avait…) and present (Il y a…) and learn to say the year in French. We will continue to develop our pronunciation and wider vocabulary in 

French including the days of the week, colours and will continue to learn the alphabet and numbers in French too.  

Music 

In Music this half term, Year 5 will continue to develop their understanding of musical language (e.g. pitch, harmony, dynamics, tempo) to 
describe music they hear and music they play themselves. Year 5 will have opportunities to compose their own music, learn new songs and 

perform as a soloist or within an ensemble in front of their peers. They will also have frequent opportunities to give their peers feed-
back on how to further improve. Keep an eye on our class web page to find out more! 


