
 Spring Term 1 2020 

The Romans Themed Half Term 
 

Year 4 

On behalf of the Year 4 staff, I’d 

like to thank you all for your kind 

and generous gifts and cards that 

we received. We hope that you had 

a Merry Christmas and have a Happy 

New Year! 
                          *** 

Year 4 staff: Mrs Harrison and Mrs 

Boyes 
                          *** 

If you have any queries or concerns 

about your child’s progress or well-

being, please do not hesitate to make 

an after-school appointment to speak 

to me. 

 

 

Important Days 

Tuesday 

Indoor PE kit needed.  

 

Friday 

Outdoor PE lessons – full kits needed with 

trainers. 

 

Friday 

Diaries to be signed and reading recorded. 

 

Your child should bring in their reading 

diaries and school books daily please so 

that we can complete their in-school 

reading. 

 

PLEASE label all uniform  
 

RE  

In this topic, the children will learn that Jesus was a teacher who came to show us how to live. They will explore Jesus’ 

early life and learn about his presentation in the Temple. The children will come to understand that Jesus used parables in 

his teaching and reflect on the meaning of the Parable of the Sower and The Unforgiving Servant. 

English 

In English, we will be focusing on myths and legends. We will be focusing on the Roman myth ‘Romulus and Remus’. This is an 

exciting tale that I know your children will love learning about; there will be plenty of hot seating and drama opportunities 

for your children to develop their language and understanding of character. We will begin by consolidating the children’s 

understanding of expanded noun phrases. The children will use these to then write their own wanted posters for the 

villainous uncle within the story. After that, we will continue to work on language and sentence openers to give greater 

variety to writing. The children will then apply this within their own writing as they will be rewriting the opening to this 

legend. After that, the children will then move onto writing emotive letters from different characters within the story. 

Within our letter writing, the children will continue to develop their understanding of comma use for fronted adverbials 

and accurately using apostrophes for single and plural possession.  

 

Mathematics 

To begin this half term, we will cover the following areas in maths: formal methods for multiplication and division, 

multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000 (including numbers that give an answer as a decimal and converting different 

measures (g to kg etc.) ; Throughout their learning, the children will be exposed to problem solving and reasoning activities 

to help the children to apply their knowledge. Following this, we will then begin our learning journey with fractions. The 

children will learn to: identify fraction equivalences; identify the place value of decimal numbers; counting up and down in 

tenths and hundredths and, finally, addition and subtraction of fractions with the same denominator.  

This half term, on the 16th and 17th January, a show and share will take place for you to join in with your child’s learning 

about times tables. This will be a great opportunity for you to attend to see how your child learn within school and will 

provide you with ways to support this learning at home.  

Art & DT  

In Art, the children will be creating some mosaics in the style of the Romans this half term. This will involve precision in 

their work and a clear focus to achieve the neat designs of the Romans.   

This half term, for DT, the children will be developing their understanding of joins and mechanisms. They will be creating a 

snake  (just like that of the legend of Medusa)   
 

Computing 

Year 4 will be creating short movies this half term using the app iMovie. The children will be taking the role of newspaper 

reporters and they will be interviewing different characters in different locations about the invasion of Britain by the 

Romans. This is no easy task for the children- they will have to use a green screen to create their backgrounds and there will 

be lots of editing involved! 
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PE 

Every Tuesday, Year 4 will be having gymnastics lesson. The children will develop their understanding of balancing, travelling 

and creating sequences. On a Friday, Mr Cooper and myself will be teaching the children invasion games. They will continue to 

develop their skills of different sports as well as working on their tactics and team work. As it becomes colder throughout 

this term, please ensure your child has a warm hoodie to keep them warm in these lessons.    

PSHE 

This half-term the focus is on alcohol and drugs. The children will begin to understand what these, how certain drugs help 

us in life and those that are unhealthy.  

  It is Anti-Bullying week towards the end of Spring 1 and Year 4 will be looking at relationships they have with one another 

and how to show respect.  
 

Topic  

The Romans 

In our topic for this half term, the children will be learning all about The Romans. We will begin by looking at a timeline of 

events for Romans and the children will apply their previous learning of timelines to place events into chronological order. 

After that, we will look at the Roman Empire and the timeline that this happened within. We will also be looking at the 

reasons why Britain was invaded and the different opinions about these historical events. We will then step into the role of 

Roman soldiers and we will hold interviews with soldiers and write letters of application to be a Roman soldier. The children 

will have to apply their historical knowledge for this and really get into the mindset of how Roman’s felt within this time. To 

finish this half term, we will be then creating our own Roman roads where the children will learn the reasoning behind their 

shape and positioning. 
 

Science 

 

In Science, we are focusing on electricity. The children will begin by learning about the different types of electrical power 

that appliances round the house use. The children will also be writing an information text about safety around electrical 

equipment. This will be important for the children to understand as we begin to use electrical equipment within our lessons. 

After that, the children will then be creating and drawing electrical circuits, predicting if circuits will work or not, 

investigating switches and conductors and insulators.  
 

Homework 

In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 

 

• Mathletics/spelling tasks  

• SPAGonline tasks 

• Reading 3/4 times per week for 15 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina. This should 

be using their school reading book.  

• Research projects  

Homework policy is available on the school website. 
 

Ways to Help Your Child 

 

At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School we consider that strong school-parent links are an essential part of ensuring our 

pupils achieve their potential. We really appreciate the support you give your children at home in order to help them with 

their learning.  

 

It would be extremely beneficial for you to listen to them read regularly and question them using the provided question 

sheets.  

 

The year 3 and 4 spelling list will be given out to your children at the start of the half term and the children should continue 

to work on these at home. These are statutory spellings for them to know by the end of this academic year.  

 

Our KIRF targets this half term are linked to times tables. Your child needs to learn the multiplication and division facts for 

up to 12x12 by the end of year 4. Times tables play an integral role across the maths curriculum so it is really beneficial for 

your child to learn them. In school, we learn our times tables in fun, exciting ways so please ask your child to show you these.  

 

If you would like any help with how to do this at home, please just ask.  
 



 


