
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Whole School Approach to Teaching Music 

 

Our approach to teaching Music is: 
 

 stimulus 

 

 explicit teaching and practising of new knowledge or skills 

 

 key vocabulary 

 

 application of knowledge and skills 

 

 evaluation 

 

 music applied across the curriculum 

 

 extra-curricular opportunities 

 

Further Explanation Behind the Approach 

Teachers begin each music topic with a stimulus. For example, a famous composer/musician, a piece of 
music itself, a piece of abstract art, a picture, a poem etc. Teachers give children time to review this 
stimulus perhaps comment on how it makes them feel, what instruments could perhaps represent elements 
of the stimulus etc.  

Children are then explicitly taught knowledge and skills linked to the 4 key strands of music: to perform, 
to compose, to describe and to transcribe. Children are given time to practise these skills in a range of 
context e.g. use of instruments, use of voice, use of body percussion etc. 

Key vocabulary is explicitly taught, linking to the topic and new knowledge and skills being learnt. 

Children then apply new knowledge and skills through a variety of ways (linking to the 4 key strands of 
music) e.g. learning a new instrument, learning a new song, composing their own song, learning how to 
transcribe music or describing music using musical vocabulary. 

All music lessons provide children with opportunities for evaluation through self and peer assessment. 
Children can comment on what went well, what they could improve further and what they would change if 
they repeated their work. To deepen learning, children then have the opportunity to respond to this.  

Music is also applied across the curriculum. Children use rhymes, raps and songs to help them with 
their learning in other subjects. Singing is used to enhance RE lessons and Collective Worships through the 
use of hymns. 

All children can experience music through extra-curricular opportunities such as Young Voices, Big Sing, 
choir, Wetherby Arts Festival, Harvest Festival, Christmas productions, private music tuition and much 
more.  

At St Joseph’s, our high quality music education engages and inspires pupils to become lifelong learners 

with a passion for music whilst also increasing their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. 

All learning will be differentiated to suit the individual needs of children. This includes regression and 
progression of skills to support and challenge and is linked to individual and group ability within PE. We also 
differentiate linked to individual SEND needs e.g. simple TOP TIPs when giving instructions to support 
children with low processing and memory skills. 

 


