
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Whole School Approach to Teaching Maths 

 

Our approach to teaching Maths is: 
 

 establish where in the world maths links to  

 

 fluency (including KIRFs) 

 varied fluency 

 problem solving and reasoning 

 regular quick revision/practise of arithmetic skills already covered to 

keep them bubbling 

 opportunities for application of skills across the curriculum 

 active maths embedded throughout (B2L, songs, raps rhymes, etc.) 

Further Explanation Behind the Approach 

Teachers will start by making connections to maths being used in the real world. For example, where 
have you seen negative numbers before? Who do you think uses measuring skills in their job? Where have 
you seen signs like this: 50% off, save 10%, etc. This will also include applying maths within real life 
contexts so children get to work this out for themselves.  

Fluency is children knowing key mathematical facts and methods and recalling these efficiently through 
intelligent practice rather than just mechanical repetition. Once a child has grasped a concept, the idea is 
that they are exposed to varied fluency activities which develop their understanding further by applying a 
skill to multiple contexts. These activities also require them to use verbal reasoning to justify and explain 
their thinking in order to solve problems in an unfamiliar context. 
 
Quick revision/practise of arithmetic skills takes place in the backs of maths books regularly (at least 3 
times weekly). No learning objective is needed. Revision/practise of arithmetic skills is designed to keep 
areas of maths that have been covered fresh in their minds and to improve speed at recalling efficient 
methods. 

Opportunities for application of skills across the curriculum means that teachers plan for children to use 
maths skills in other subjects so that maths is not a discrete subject. For example, they might use tables 
and graphs in science, plot data from a geography field trip or use Venn diagrams for sorting similarities 
and differences in RE.  

Active maths is used to improve engagement and enjoyment and help with sticky knowledge. Teachers 
will use a range of strategies for this including Burn2Learn activities, songs, raps and rhymes, etc. 

KIRFS Key Instant Recall Facts are targets that each child works on. Children work on their KIRFs daily 
and these include knowing a range of facts to instantly apply across different areas of maths. 

All learning will be differentiated to suit the individual needs of children. This includes specific differentiation 
linked to the specific DT task as well as considering the need to differentiate within DT lessons linked to 
other areas of need: e.g. coloured overlays when reading instructions if a child has visual stress. This 
provision will be clear in books and work samples.  

 


