
 

 

 

    

      

                                       

 
  
         

    
 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 

Welcome back, we hope you have all had a 

wonderful half term break. We are very 

much looking forward to starting our new 

term with our topic ‘Great Explorers in 

History’. It will be a busy half term, 

especially running up to, dare we say, 

Christmas, but we already know the children 

will be excited and ready to learn. 

                          *** 
Year 2 staff: Mrs Talbot, Mrs Lowe, Mrs 

Diggle 

 

Important Days 
W/C 11.11.19 Science Week 

W/C 16.11.19 Inspiring You Week 

Monday & Wednesday 

PE lessons – full kits needed with trainers 
 

Monday 

Homework will be sent out and expected to 

be completed and handed in the following 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Spellings 

Friday 

Mathletics homework set to be completed by 

the following Friday 
 

 

 

 
RE  

The new RE topic is called ‘Mysteries.  In this topic the children will learn about the Holy Trinity and that there are three persons in one 

God and that they can think of God in different ways. They will learn about the story of the birth of Jesus and that Jesus is God’s gift to 

the world. We will also look at the Annunciation and reflect on God’s choice of Joseph and Mary.  

 

English 
This half term we are going to get creative with writing stories all about adventures, using our class book Shackleton’s Journey to inspire 

us. We will learn about character description and setting the scene to create amazing narratives about new discovered lands. Our 

characters will be the explorer and we will take them on a journey that will fill our reader’s minds with amazing pictures of Antarctica. Our 

class book Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo will also inspire the children to understand how it would feel to set sail on an amazing 

adventure into the unknown.  

Later in the half term we will be looking at newspaper reports and using our topic work on the Apollo Mission to the moon as our storyline. 

We will look at the structure of newspapers and create interesting and clever headlines using play on words and alliteration. I am sure the 

children will create some excellent examples. 

Throughout the term we will also be developing our reading skills and learning about how to answer questions about a text to show our 

understanding of the texts we are reading. We will read stories as well as non-fiction and newspaper reports to run alongside our written 

work, but to also expose the children to the variety of texts that are available for them to enjoy. 
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Mathematics 
Money, money, money….. we are going to be starting our half term learning all about the value of coins and notes. We will start by revising the coins 

and notes in our currency and the value of each one. We will then move on to looking at making a given amount with different coins and notes and 

understanding that £2, for example, can be created in lots of different ways using different number of coins, providing the children with 

opportunities for investigative maths and problem solving. This half term we will also be putting our times tables skills into practise by learning all 

about multiplication and division strategies and solving problems involving these methods.  

DT 
This half term in our design and technology lessons we are bringing the sewing needles and thread out and we are going to get creative!  The children 

will look at designs by famous textilers to gather thoughts and ideas for their own creations. They will also give constructive criticism about textile 

work, to give their opinions about the pieces. We will then move on to designing our own Christmas tree decoration where the children can be as 

creative as they like using different materials and embellishments. Once our designs are completed, we will set to task with our sewing needles, using 

running stitch. The project will be all sewn up for Christmas and the piece will be prepared as a gift. 

 
 

 

 
 

Computing 
Year 2 computing lessons are progressing nicely and this half term we are going to be learning all about keeping safe online. In the technological 

world in which we live, it is of paramount importance that children are fully aware of how to use difference devices and search engines, but at the 

same time they need to be astute in knowing how to keep safe when using technology. We will begin the topic by looking at e-safety rules and 

learning all about online risks and the age restrictions for sites. We will also look at how schools and businesses can use social media to celebrate 

successes. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=st+josephs+catholic+primary+school+wetherby&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=EP1xncioK6CDaM&tbnid=iii5NypzaeJxjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stjosephswetherby.com%2Fschool%2Fmission-statement-2%2F&ei=KPMPUbbFOKjT0QXCkoDgDA&bvm=bv.41867550,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFvlZXysJ4iHscRHH3gUSU8r0bhBA&ust=1360086171760995


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE 
Each week Year 2 will be having PE sessions with PE Partners and Mrs Talbot.  They will focus on learning different skills each                     

week which will then be reinforced with a dance topic.  This half-term, the children will be combining dance moves to create mood and 

feelings. Over the weeks they will combine their skills to create a sequence. They will work in partners and perform their final dance to the 

class.  They will have the opportunity to lead and help others improve as well as improve their own leadership skills. 

Science 
 

Our science topic this half term is all about materials. The children will understand the properties of different materials, classify them and 

identify different materials and their uses. We will then look at materials used for different purposes. This will link really nicely to our topic 

work, as we will look at the materials used for expeditions such as Christopher Columbus’ route to the Americas, Neil Armstrong’s trip to the 

moon and Ernest Shackleton’s journeys to Antarctica. We will discover which materials made it possible for Armstrong to float in space and 

look at how modern day materials would have made Shackleton’s expedition easier for all involved! I am hoping that we will get a good frost in 

the coming Winter months, so we can have first-hand experiences at observing the properties of water and how their state of matter can 

change. Towards the end of the half term we will look at carrying out an experiment to see which materials will be best to stop a snowman 

from melting. Again, let’s hope there is some real snow around for us to have fun building the snowmen too!! 

In the second week of term we will be having a Science Week which will be fantastic fun. We had an amazing time last year and so we are all 

very much looking forward to it already. 

 

Homework 

 
As stated in our Homework Policy, children will be sent home with a number of tasks each school week. These tasks will link to their learning in 

school and will help the children to revisit the work learned. It will also provide you with an opportunity to see what your child has been 

studying in class. Please see above for the days these will be distributed. 

Reading- The children will have two books sent home every other week (in the Autumn Term). Please make note of any reading you do with your 

child in their Reading Record. The children will also be visiting the library regularly in Autumn 2. 

Mathletics tasks will be set according to what the children have been learning that week. 

Spellings will be sent home every week for the children to learn. 
Homework policy is available on the school website. 

Topic  

Great Explorers in History 

 
Last half term the children absolutely loved learning all about our beautiful world as part of our geography based learning and so the children 

decided they would like to continue their learning about their world through history. Therefore, we are going to be learning all about 

different explorers and their discoveries. We will start with the journeys of Ernest Shackleton and discover the amazing places he found on 

his travels. We will then leave earth and blast ourselves into space for a while as we discover the exciting journey of Neil Armstrong and his 

crew on the Apollo 11 Saturn V mission to the moon. We will then land back down on earth at the time when Christopher Columbus and his men 

were making their first journey to the Americas and the trials and the tribulations that they endured. I already know the children will be 

eager to learn and will find these great explorers and their journeys fascinating. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

 
Please encourage your child to read a wide range of texts linked to the areas we are learning. This will not only help them with their general 

knowledge about the world, but will also develop their vocabulary skills which is a key area tested in reading comprehension test, including 

SATS. It will also build up a bank of vocabulary for them to draw upon in their own writing. 

When children learn in their environment, it really helps them put their knowledge into context and gives everything a purpose. This half term 

it would really help your child to look at the prices of items that you buy or count the money from the tooth fairy together! Games like 

Monopoly will help children learn and have fun at the same time. If you are planning any trips away, look at maps together and discuss the 

distance you are travelling or how you are going to get there. There is always a fun and exciting opportunity for children to learn and this 

makes a great link between home and school. 

 

 

PSHE 
This half-term the focus is on ‘Keeping Safe and Managing Risks’. We will look at this important subject matter with a focus 

on risks at home, at school and in our local environment. The children will be taught to analyse risks and to find ways to assess 

them before carrying out activities or making decisions.  
 


