
 

 

 

     Themed Half Term: The Theatre 

Autumn Term 2 2019 

Year 5 

Welcome back! We hope you had an enjoyable 
and restful half term break. We have lots of 
exciting things planned for this half term. 
Please do check our class web page to keep up 
to date! 

 

Year 5 Staff: Miss Waite & Mrs 
Riordan  

 

If you have any queries or concerns you 
would like to discuss, please do not       
hesitate to make an appointment with me.  

 

 Important Dates 
Y3/5 Science Fair: Friday 15th Nov 
KS2 Christmas Production: Monday 9th Dec 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Mondays 
Homework due in (unless otherwise stated) 
 
Thursdays 
Swimming at Wetherby Leisure Centre - please ensure 
your child has their swimming kit in a drawstring bag.  

 
 

 

Fridays 
Diaries due in: signed with reading & KIRFs recorded 
 
PE: Please ensure your child has their PE kit,     
suitable for all weather conditions in school with them 
every day, as PE can sometimes change. Our usual day 
for PE is Friday. Trainers are essential. PE kits must 

RE – God’s Covenant and The Ten Commandments 

Our topic this half term will be God’s Covenant and The Ten Commandments. We will learn about God’s love for us, and that God gave 
Moses the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai because He loves us. We will also begin to understand how the Ten Commandments are a 

gift from God to help us in our everyday lives. We will learn how Jesus summarised the Commandments (Matthew 22: 36-40) and begin to 
understand how we can show our love for God by keeping His commandments with His help. In addition, we will also learn that God sent 
his son, Jesus, into the world because he loves us, and that we celebrate this gift at Christmas! These themes will also be reinforced 

during Collective Worship that takes place every morning. 

English 

Our English this half term will link with our topic of ‘The Theatre’, based on the children’s interests. They enjoyed Romeo & Juliet as a 
writing stimulus so much that the children wanted to carry this on and learn more about Shakespeare and the theatre. In English, we will 
continue to use Romeo & Juliet as a stimulus for writing. We will develop our writing skills further by using expanded noun phrases and a 

variety of sentence openers to add detail to our writing. We will also become journalists and learn about the features of a newspaper 
report and the vocabulary involved before writing our own newspapers based on Romeo & Juliet. We will continue to write in  a formal 
style and will write invitations for the Capulet’s party before creating our own alternative ending to the famous story of Romeo and   
Juliet and writing in suspense using all of the writing skills we have learnt so far in Year 5! An exciting unit in English this half term! 

Mathematics 

In Mathematics this half term, we are focusing on multiplication and division. We will begin by exploring multiples and factors of given 
numbers, including factor pairs and common factors. We will then move on to written methods of both multiplication and division to en-
sure that these skills are secure before moving on to other concepts in Maths. We will also investigate prime numbers, square numbers, 
cube numbers and inverse operations too! A valuable skill to have in UKS2 is to multiply and divide given numbers by 10, 100, 1000 and so 
on, therefore, we will have a strong focus on this throughout the half term. We will develop a secure understanding of the place value of 
decimal numbers first so that we can use this to help us when multiplying and dividing whole numbers and numbers involving decimals by 
10, 100, 1000 and so on. Throughout the half term, we will embed all new skills through reasoning and problem solving to ensure that our 
understanding is secure. We will use a range of resources to help us, including manipulatives such as numicon, multilink and much more.  

To help your child at home, please continue to work on quick mental addition and subtraction and as well as being able to quickly recall 
multiples and factors of a given number. If you require any resources to support with this, please ask! 

Science 

I am very excited about our new topic ‘Materials’, which we will be studying for two half terms! We will begin by revising states of    
matter (solid, liquid, gas) and we will look at different ways to separate solids, liquids and gases. We will learn about the difference be-
tween mixtures and solutions and how we recover substances/materials from both. We will plan and explore different methods of sepa-
ration through investigations, and will record and observe the clarity of the liquid at each stage of separation. To help us to work like 
scientists, we will be classifying and grouping, investigating and observing over time. This will link to our overall theme of the theatre as 
we will link this to Shakespeare’s Romeo & Juliet and will use the potion that Romeo drank as a basis for creating substances and then     
recovering. We will act as Friar Laurence creating potions through trail and error whilst embedding an understanding of separating    
solids, liquids and gases, specifically through filtration. A very exciting Science topic! 

Computing  

This half term in Computing, we will focus on coding. We will think about the need for coding within computing equipment 
such as iPads and computers and when else we use coding in our day to day lives. We will do this physically first, giving 

each other instructions on how to get to a certain location or draw a certain picture so that we understand the need to be 
extremely clear with our instructions (code). This will lead us on to thinking about efficient coding. We will set IF condi-

tions for movements and use our mathematical knowledge of degrees to specify types of rotation and we will use variables 
and functions to make efficient code. Finally, we will move on to using IF THEN ELSE conditions to control objects more 

precisely. We will be using a range of apps and programs to do this, examples including Swift Playgrounds and A.L.E.X 
(A.L.E.X. can be downloaded at home). Keep checking our web page to see what we get up to in Computing. 



Topic: The Theatre  

(History Focus) 

Following on from our fantastic stimulus of Romeo & Juliet, the children wanted to spend more time learning about     
Shakespeare and the theatre so we are going to dive into the history of the theatre. We are going to compare the thea-
tre today with the theatre in different time periods, including the Roman age and Ancient Greece. We are going to ex-
plore how the theatre has changed and adapted throughout history and the significance of theatre in history. We will 

learn about the sizes of ‘amphitheatres’ and how theatre originated. We will then explore the history of Shakespeare and 
how his plays are similar to those from Ancient Greece and the Romans. We will then make links to DT and the children 

will have a go at building and creating their own models of an amphitheatre. 

DT  

In DT, we will be creating and building our own models of amphitheatres to link with our History topic. We will also      
develop our design skills linking to Science and create circuits using electronic kits that employ a number of components 

including motors and switches. This will enable the children to create a motorised Judderbot robot. The children will have 
the opportunity to plan the design of their Judderbot whilst using their art skills to ensure the product they are creating 

appeals to the user. They will then have the opportunity to evaluate and improve their Judderbot. 

PSHE 

As always, PSHE is responsive to the needs of the children so formal PSHE lessons may change depending on this. This 
half term, our focus is ‘Identity, Society and Equality’. We will learn about stereotyping and the effects this can have on 
one’s identity. We will also learn about prejudice and discrimination and how this can make people feel. This links well with 
one of our British Values ‘Tolerance’ as by learning discrimination, we learn about how it is important that we are respect-

ful of every single person, no matter their religion, race, ethnicity or background.  

Homework 

In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 
 

 Mathletics/SPAG tasks are set on a Tuesday and due the following Monday. 

 Reading 4 times per week for 15 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina. 

 Research projects and other occasional homework tasks linked to our Topics this half term. 

 

Our homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

Parent/guardian support at home is invaluable in your child’s learning and at our school we are so thank-
ful and grateful for the excellent support you provide. Please continue to support your child at home, 

particularly with their reading and spellings. For this half term, your child must read their school read-
ing book 4x a week for at least 15 minutes at a time. Please ensure that your child is reading aloud as 
well as independently as this helps their understanding and comprehension of what they are reading. It 
is also beneficial for your child to hear an adult reading aloud to them. This is proven to support chil-

dren with reading fluency and enjoyment for reading too. 

As your child is now in Year 5, an increased independence is encouraged in school so we ask that your 
child begins to complete their homework diary with some independence each week before being signed 

PE 

In PE this half term, the children will continue to develop their confidence and skills in swimming and we will be looking to see that they 
can complete a range of tasks unaided before their final half term of swimming after Christmas. This will include using a range of 

strokes effectively, swimming certain distances unaided and turning effectively at the end of lengths. The children will also develop 
their anticipation skills, passing and shooting skills and attacking and defending skills in a  range of sports. We also have an exciting visit 

at the start of the half term—an Olympic Swimmer will be visiting us to compete against the children in a range of circuit exercises! 

MFL 

In MFL, we will continue to develop our listening skills through listening to spoken language in French and show understanding by joining in 
and responding—we will recap on our learning of L’ecole (school) to begin with. We will recap the alphabet and will embed our              

understanding of numbers in French even more. We will then progress to begin to write phrases in French using our existing knowledge of           
vocabulary. The children will continue to develop new vocabulary in French linking to a variety of topics.   

Music 

In Music this half term, the children will begin to identify rhythmical patterns in music and create their own patterns 
within a composition. They will use the idea of ‘composition potions’ in order to build effective layers of sound whilst 

choosing rhythms, sounds and melodies effectively. The children will develop an understanding of standard musical nota-
tion and time signatures whilst creating their own rhythms and will eventually build up to playing as part of an ensemble. 
The children will also be working on their vocal skills whilst we prepare for our annual Christmas production. They will be 

able to sing from memory and with confidence, be aware of others performing with them and sing well in an ensemble. 


