
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School       

   Half Term Overview Planner     

Year Group: 4                                                                       Autumn 1 2019- 2020                                  Teacher: Mrs F. Harrison 

A Victorian Christmas!**Links to Victorian or Christmas highlighted in pink  

 
 Wk 1 (4.11.19) 

Student AH in.  

WK 2 (11.11.19) 

Student AH in. 

WK 3 (18.11.19) 

Student AH in. 

WK 4 (25.11.19) WK 5 (2.12.19) WK 6 (9.12.19) WK 7 (16.12.19) 

RE  

 

Focus on Armistice 

Day. 

 

Artwork .  

Prayer about hope 

and God’s love.  

 

Burn2learn-  The 

gifts of the holy 

spirit.  

 

Chn are giving the 

opportunity to 

understand about 

hope and trust in 

God. 

 

Key learning 

opportunities from 

The Way, the truth, 

the life. 

 • know Jesus’ 

teaching on the 

importance of 

trusting in him 

• know that it is not 

always easy to trust 

in God 

During the build-up the children will participate in a play.  
Key learning opportunities from The Way, the truth, the life. 

- Experience a celebration of the Nativity. 

 

TBC- dependent on needs 

and outcomes! 

 

Focus on Armistice 

Day. 

 

Poem. 

 

Chn are giving the 

opportunity to 

understand about 

hope and trust in 

God. 

 

Key learning 

opportunities from 

The Way, the truth, 

the life. 

 • know Jesus’ 

teaching on the 

importance of 

trusting in him 

• know that it is not 

always easy to trust 

in God 

Creating their own 

story about trust in 

God.  

 

A modern version.  

 

Key learning 

opportunities from The 

Way, the truth, the 

life. 

• know that it is not 

always easy to trust in 

God 

reflect on times we 

have found it difficult 

to trust. 

 

 

 

Key learning 

opportunities from The 

Way, the truth, the 

life. 

- Know the promise 

God made to Mary 

at the 

annunciation 

- be familiar with 

the Magnificat, 

Mary’s song of 

praise and trust in 

God. 

- • know that God 

fulfilled his 

promise to Mary 

when Jesus, the 

Son of God was 

born 

 

• reflect on the 

importance of keeping 

promises 

• make own Advent 

promises 

 

Christmas links! 
 

 
Assessment-  

Symbols of advent and how this shapes our behaviour and 

the way that we live.  

Research time during this week.  

 

Christmas links! 

 

Key learning opportunities from The Way, the truth, the 

life. 

 

I can give reasons for the actions and symbols of Advent. 

I can show understanding of their meaning and how this 

will affect behaviour choices.  
Assessment-  

Symbols of advent and how this shapes our behaviour and 

the way that we live.  

Letter writing to show our understanding. 

 

Christmas links! 

English Newspaper- 

persuasive writing 

Linked the novel 

Oliver Twist set in 

Newspaper- 

persuasive writing 

Linked the novel 

Oliver Twist set in 

the Victorian times. 

Newspaper- persuasive 

writing 

Linked the novel Oliver 

Twist set in the 

Victorian times. 

Letters- persuasive 

writing 

Linked the novel 

Hansel and Gretal – A 

Christmas 

Letters- persuasive 

writing 

Linked the novel Hansel 

and Gretal – A Christmas 

Assessment week 

Letters- persuasive 

writing 

Linked the novel Hansel 

and Gretal – A Christmas 

SPaG- dependent on 

outcomes from assessment 

week. All 

Christmas/Victorian linked! 



the Victorian 

times.  

 

Milestone 2: 

Compose and 

rehearse sentences 

orally. 

Milestone 2: Use a 

rnage of descriptive 

phrases including 

expanded noun 

phrases.  

Milestone 2: Use 

commas after 

fronted adverbials.  

 

Milestone 2: To 

plan, write, edit and 

improve. 

Milestone 2: Use a 

rnage of descriptive 

phrases including 

expanded noun 

phrases.  

Milestone 2: Use 

techniques used by 

authors to create 

characters and 

settings.   

 

 

Milestone 2: Use 

techniques used by 

authors to create 

characters and 

settings.   

Milestone 2: Write for 

a wide range of 

purposes using the main 

features identified in 

reading.  

Milestone 2: Compose 

and rehearse sentences 

orally. 

Milestone 2: Write 

senteces that include 

direct speech 

punctuated correctly.  

performance we saw 

in the theatre.  

 

Milestone 2: Write for 

a wide range of 

purposes using the 

main features 

identified in reading.  

Milestone 2: Compose 

and rehearse 

sentences orally. 

Milestone 2: Plan, 

write, edit and improve.  

performance we saw in 

the theatre. 

 

Milestone 2: Use commas 

after fronted adverbials. 

Milestone 2: Use a rnage 

of simple, compound and 

complex sentences.  

 

performance we saw in 

the theatre. 

 

Milestone 2: Plan, write, 

edit and improve. 

Milestone 2: Write for a 

wide range of purposes 

using the main features 

identified in reading.  

 

Mathematics Area/perimeter 

(applying addition 

skills from Aut 1) 

 

Problem solving 

linked to Oliver 

Twist. 

 

Milestone 2: 

Measure and 

calculate the 

perimeter of a 

rectinular figure 

(including squares) 

in cm and m.  

Milestone 2: Find 

the area of 

rectilinear shapes 

by counting squares.  

 

Subtraction 

 

Problem solving 

linked to Oliver 

Twist. 

 

Milestone 2: Add and 

subtract numbers 

with up to 4 digits 

using the formal 

written methods of 

columnar subtraction.  

Milestone 2: Solve 

two step addition and 

subtraction problems 

in contexts, 

desciding which 

operations and 

methods to use and 

why.  

Multiplication 

 

Problem solving linked 

to Oliver Twist. 

 

Milestone 2: Solve 

problems involving 

multiplying and adding, 

including using the 

distributive law to 

multiply two digit 

numbers by one digit.  

Milestone 2: Multiply 

2,3, 4 digit numbers by 

a one digit number using 

a formal, written 

layout.  

Division 

 

Not on milestones, 

however, the children 

will learn to divide up 

to 4 digits by 1 digit 

using the box method 

to support progress.  

Milestone 2: Recognise 

and use the inverse 

relationship between 

multiplication and 

division and use this to 

check caluclations and 

solve missing number 

problems.  

Factors/ timestables 

 

Milestone 2: Recognise and 

use factor pairs and 

computitivity in mental 

calculations.  

Milestone 2: Recall 

multiplication and division 

facts for multiplication 

tables up to 12x12. 

Assessment week Coordinates- 

Christmas coordinates! 

 
 

Reflective symmetry.  

 

Milestone 2: Complete a 

simple symmetireic figure ith 

respect to a specific line of 

symmetry.  

Milestone 2: Describe 

positions on a 2D grid as 

coordinates in the firest 

quadrant.  

 



Science  Sound 

Milestone 2: 

Recognise that 

sounds get fainter 

as distance from 

the sounds source 

increases.  

Milestone 2: Use 

straightforward 

scientific evidence 

to answer questions 

to support findings. 

Milestone 2: Set up 

simple, practical 

enquiries and 

comparative and fair 

tests.  

Sound walk through 

school 

 

 

Sound 

Milestone 2: Identify 

how sounds are made, 

associating some of 

them with something 

vibrating.  

Milestone 2: Use 

results to draw 

simple conclusions 

and suggest 

improvements, new 

questions and 

predictions for 

setting up further 

tests.  

Milestone 2: Ask 

relevant questions.  

Milestone 2: 

Recognise that 

sounds get fainter as 

distance from the 

sounds source 

increases.  

 

Making string 

telephones to 

investigate 

vibrations. Chn to 

investigate how the 

sound became 

fainter/ lourder.  

Sound 

Milestone 2: Identify 

how sounds are made, 

associating some of 

them with something 

vibrating.  

Milestone 2: Record 

findings using simple, 

scientific language, 

drawings, labelled 

diagrams, bar charts 

and tables.  

 

Investigating the size 

of vibrations.  

Use a range of 

instruments and see 

how it moves.  

Use sound forks and 

see the difference in 

water.  

 

 

Sound 

Milestone 2: Identify how sounds are made, 

associating some of them with something vibrating.  

Milestone 2: Recognise that sounds get fainter as 

distance from the sounds source increases.  

Milestone 2: Ask relevant questions.  

  

Chn to investigate different characters from Hansel 

and Gretal (Christmas performance or to Oliver 

Twist)- they are to replicate how they spoke and 

make links to pitch andvolume. Chn to predict how the 

virations would look and answer questions about how 

to make it easier to blank out noises etc.  

Assessment week 

 

Redo diagnostic- see 

missing gaps of knowledge.  

Outcomes from assessment 

week- fill in missing gaps! 

Computing 

 

BASICS needed 

Setting up Showbie 

and being able to 

upload their work 

onto this.  

 

Linked to history below 

Milestone 2: Undestand the term copyright. – 

not just copying from a website!! 

Milestone2 : Use some of the advanced 

features of applications and devices in order 

to communicate ideas, work or messages 

professionally.  

 

Creating a book on an IPad to communicate 

ideas about comparing the life of Victorian’s 

to ours now.  

 

Milestone 2: Use literacy, numeracy and 

computing skills to a good standard in order to 

communicate information about the past. 

 

 

Linked to music (Garage Band) 

Milestone 2: Create and edit sounds. Control when 

they are heard, their volume, duration and rests.  

 

Children creating music related to Christmas.  

 

*** 

 

Link to Science- Sounds.  

 

Pen- shading.  

Creating two pictures. One with a William Morris 

theme and then one that is of a Christmas tree. The 

children will be changing their types of pen to create 

effects but we will mostly focus on using different 

coloured pens using the app ‘Sketch’. 

 

Creating a keynote.  

Project- timeline with links to Christmas traditions from 

Victorian times.  

Milestone 2: Set the appearance of objects and create 

sequences of changes. Links to next pages and the look of 

each page.  

Milestone 2: Specify conditions to specify events. Links to 

next pages.  

Milestone 2: Use if, then conditions to control events or 

objects. Links to next pages.  

 

Milestone 2: Undestand the term copyright 



History 

/Geography 
Milestone 2: Give a 

broad overview of 

life in Britain.  

Milestone 

2:Understand the 

concept of change 

over time 

representing this, 

along with evidence 

on a timeline.  

British history on a 

timeline to see 

where the 

Victorians are 

placed within 

British history.  

 

 

Milestone 2: Compare some of those times 

studied with other areas of interest around 

the world. (Linked to modern history) 

Milestone 2: Describe the social, cultural, 

ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of a 

past society.  

 

To compare Victorian life to now.  

 

 

COMPUTING LINK Milestone 2: Use literacy, 

numeracy and computing skills to a good 

standard in order to communicate information 

about the past. 

 

Milestone 2: Describe 

the characteristic 

features in the past 

including… experiences 

of men and women.  

 

To compare life for 

poor and rich children 

in the Victorian era.  

 

Milestone 2:Understand 

the concept of change 

over time representing 

this, along with evidence 

on a timeline.  

Assessed task- placing 

Christmas traditions 

created by the Victorians 

onto a timeline.  

 

Milestone 2: Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to 

a good standard in order to communicate information about 

the past. 

The children will plan and write a letter about life and 

Christmas as a Victorian child.  

Assessment week 

Art / DT Milestone 2: 

Comment on 

artworks using visual 

language.  

 

Artist focus: 

William Morris 

 
Victorian artist.  

Milestone 2: Create 

original piees that 

are influenced by 

studies of others 

(William Morris 

focus) 

Milstone 2: Develop 

ideas.  

 

Planning own printing 

design; Christmas 

wrapping paper. 

Milestone 2: Create 

original piees that are 

influenced by studies of 

others (William Morris 

focus) 

 

Creating the stamp for 

Christmas wrapping 

paper.  

Milestone 2: Create 

original piees that are 

influenced by studies 

of others (William 

Morris focus) 

 

Completing the stamp 

for Christmas wrapping 

paper. 

Milestone 2: Adapt and 

refine ideas as they 

progresss.  

 

Edit and improving 

techniques- try again to 

improve final design! 

Assessment week 

 

Christmas cards.  

Using fingerprints! 

 
 

 

Milestone 1: Cut materials 

safely using tools provided. 

From AfL- more scissor 

skills needed for appropriate 

handling.  

Scissor skills- cutting out 

the Christmas nativity scene. 

Music To recognise FACE 

and EGBDF- 

Burn2Learn activity.  

 

Milestone 2: Use digital technologies to compose pieces of music.  

 

Children are taking part of a whole class song of ‘We Three Kings- a traditional Christmas Carol which was very popular in the Victorian times! 

 



Milestone 2: 

Recognise the notes 

EGBDF and FACE on 

the stave. 

Milestone 2: Play 

notes on an 

instrument with care 

so that they are 

clear.  

 

Milestone 2: 

Recognise the 

symbols for minim, 

crochet and 

semibreve and say 

how many beats they 

represent.  

 

All on garage band. 

Given the first few 

bars to play. Children 

developing their 

understanding of 

playing the bars 

clearly.  

Milestone 2: Play notes 

on an instrument with 

care so that they are 

clear.  

 

Trying different 

instruments out.  

 

Repeat the same bars 

from last week but 

trying new instruments 

to hear how notes 

sound on different 

instruments.  

Milestone 2: Use the terms: duration, …. pitch, beat… 

and use of silence to describe music 

 

Milestone 2: Understand layers of sound… 

 

Create layers using different instruments. As we 

change the bars we consider musical vocabulary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milestone 2: Recognise the symbols for minim, 

crochet and semibreve and say how many beats they 

represent. Assessed piece 

Challenge- can explain what they are.  

Milestone 2: Choose, order, 

combine, and control 

sounds to create an effect. 

 

More combination- 8 to the 

beat of 4 etc.  

 

Creating more layers.   

 

 

 

Milestone 2: … perform 

melodic music.  

Milestone 2: Maintain a 

simple part within a group.  

Milestone 2: Perform with 

control and awareness of 

others.  

 

Blending together and 

creating a performance of 

this song! 

 

PE 

 

Total sports coverage- FH to teach and progress learning from Total Sports teaching 

Milestone 2: Throw and catch with increasing accuracy. 

Milestone 2: Strike a ball and field with control.  

Milestone 2: Choose appropriate tactics to cause problems for the opposition.  

Milestone 2: Follow the rules of the game and play fairly.  

Milestone 2: Pass to other team players at appropriate times.  

 

 
 

 

 

PSHE Friendships 

 

Link to the relationships in Oliver Twist. 

Friendships 

 

Link to the relationships in Oliver Twist.  

Looking after money.  

Making links to the father 

in  Hansel and Gretal and 

how he had to give up the 

children to support this! 

Assessment week Prayers for those who are 

not as fortunate- link to the 

appeals we do and how we 

are supporting those in need 

not far from us! 

MFL Milestone 2: 

Demonstrate a 

growing vocabulary.  

 

Counting to 10.  

 

B2L- hoops for 

counting.  

Milestone 2: Demonstrate a growing vocabulary. 

Milestone 2: Write a few short phrases using 

familiar vocabulary.   

 

Recognising different modes of travel. 

Milestone 2: 

Demonstrate a growing 

vocabulary.  

 

Counting to 20.  

Milestone 2: Demonstrate 

a growing vocabulary.  

 

Assessment week  



Planned Trips     Leeds Visit   

 

  


