
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RE 

This half term, we will be learning about God’s Family. As part of this we will be reflecting upon our own families and learning about our role in 

God’s family. We will also learn about how we can show love to God and our families, along with ways in which we can help one another. We will 

end the topic by focusing upon Jesus’s birth, learning how and why we celebrate at Christmas and give thanks to God for his son.  

 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

This half term, we will be focusing on listening to one another as we develop talk partners and children’s confidence sharing their ideas with 

their peers and teachers. As part of this, we will focus on continuing positive relationships that have developed in Autumn 1. This will be done 

through lots of circle time activities in which children have the opportunity to give their opinions and ideas, listen to others and further each 

other’s thinking. In addition to this we will be focusing upon understanding our different emotions and how our actions can affect others. 

Through this we aim to help the children develop a greater understanding of how their emotions can be managed.  

Literacy/ Phonics  

This half term in Literacy, we will be focusing on writing short labels and captions as we develop our phonics learning and apply it as part of our 

topic “Under the Sea”. In addition to this, the children will begin reading their own reading books and start guided reading sessions. There will 

also be opportunities for the children to read and write within all areas of provision inside and out. For example, there are book reviews to 

complete in the reading corner, design sheets in the construction area and shopping lists in our new Seaside Shop role play area. We also have a 

Literacy Shed outside and an outdoor reading area.  

Mathematics  

This half term, we will be building on the counting and number recognition skills that we developed last half term, as we begin to focus on the 

concept of more and fewer. We will then begin to learn about addition and subtraction practically using concrete objects. We are also 

encouraging the children to embed key Mathematical concepts in their play through the Rainbow challenges.  

Understanding the World  

Through our Topic “Under the Sea” we will be learning all about different 

creatures and habitats. We will also be spending some afternoon sessions 

in the woodland area where we will learn about how to manage risks safely 

and compare the woodland environment to that under the sea.  

We are also going to have a big focus upon family and traditions through 

our RE learning and explore how Christmas is celebrated all around the 

world.   

 

 Topic  

Our “Under the Sea” topic chosen by the children will give the children the opportunity to learn about how important the sea and its creatures 

within are to us and how we can ensure that we look after them. The children will also have a new Role Play Area where they will be able to dive 

into an underwater world. The area will also have a beach shop where the children can buy and sell all they need for a trip to the beach. If you 

have any unwanted items such as beach clothes, buckets and spades, old ice cream tubs etc we would be very grateful of them for this 

area. 

Homework  

At the end of last half term we sent out detailed letters about 

the homework expectations. Please refer to these when 

supporting your child’s learning at home. If you have any 

questions please do not hesitate in speaking to myself or Mrs 

Skilbeck.  

Ways to Help  

As always, we place a huge emphasis on working in partnership with parents to support your children. Please come in and see us to share 

information about your child- their well-being, development and any questions or concerns you have.  

Thank you to all parents who have added observations to their child’s Tapestry profile. They have been hugely valuable in providing us with a 

whole picture of your child’s development. Please continue to complete these as often as you can as we go into Autumn 2.   
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Important Days 

PE  

The children will have PE with Total Sports on Wednesday and 

Friday. Children will need their outdoor PE kit. (Blue St Joseph’s t-

shirt and shorts or jogging bottoms and trainers). The children can 

wear a St Joseph’s hoodie for outdoor PE.  

Golden book Assembly  

Thursday Afternoon at 2:30pm. 

 Parents are welcome to attend and will be informed by text if their 

child is in the Golden Book. 
 


