
 

 

 

Seaside Themed Half Term 
Year 4 

Teacher – Mrs Harrison 

Teaching Assistant – Mrs Boyes 

 
I hope you all had a fantastic summer 

holiday break and are excited for this 

exciting new year. I’m very much looking 

forward to teaching your children this year. 

 If you have any queries or concerns about 

your child’s progress or well-being, please 

do not hesitate to make an after-school 

appointment to speak to me. 

 
 

Important Days 
 

Tuesday and Friday  

PE lessons will be taught. Please ensure you 

have full PE kits including trainers. 

 

Your child should bring in their reading 

diaries and school books daily please so 

that we can complete their in-school 

reading.  
 

 

PLEASE label all uniform 

 

RE  
In RE, we will be looking at Trust in God and the teachings within the Bible. We will be looking at stories from the Bible and developing an 

understanding of how and why we trust in Him even when things are proving difficult. The children will develop their understanding of 

locating references within the Bible and then using these in real life scenarios to show how Christ is at the centre and He can always 

support us.   

 

English 
In English, we will begin by focusing on the book ‘Flotsam’ by David Wiesner. This book has a seaside theme and is a 

really engaging picture book that is a motivating writing stimulus for all. We will begin using this book by completing 

some poetry. We will start by working on vocabulary which they will also develop within their guided reading lessons. 

The children will extend their range and then we will use figurative language to write a poem all about the sea. After 

this, the children will begin their learning journey for diaries. The children will be taking the role of the main 

character of the book. Again, there will be a vocabulary focus. The children will also develop their use of conjunctions within their 

writing as well as making a wider use of punctuation to create an impact on the reader. We have a lot to fit in this half term but I am 

very excited to see the work that the children produce! 

 

Mathematics 
To begin the half term, the children will be developing their place value understanding. The children will learn to read, write and partition 

numbers. The children will also learn to add or subtract 1000 from given numbers. They will be also developing their understanding of 

estimating on a number line. Problem solving and reasoning will be embedded throughout their learning.  The children will also be learning 

about negative numbers in the context of temperature. Negative numbers can be tricky for children so please discuss this using the 

ever-decreasing temperature to support them at home.  

The children’s KIRF target this half term is: to find 10 or 100 less/more of a number and to count on in steps of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000.  

By the end of year 4, the children also need to be able to recall their times tables and division facts up to 12x12. These facts are really 

important to support learning in other areas of their maths learning so please ensure to practise these regularly. 

As always, support given to children at home is invaluable and if you need any support with this please ask.  

 

Computing 
To begin the half term, the children will be using excel. The children will be provided with data from a seaside sweet shop in which they 

will be inputting the data for, creating formulas to support calculations and then creating bar and pictograms to present this data. After 

we have finished this, the children will move onto using publisher to create a leaflet all about Scarborough. They will present their 

information clearly continuing to develop their typing skills and learning new short cuts to support them with this.  

 

Art & DT  
We will begin this half term by creating our own fish designs using paper plates and tissue paper. The children will be experimenting with 

colour and using careful scissor skills to create scales which they will then layer on to create fish scale effects. We will then begin to 

develop our stitching skills. The children will be designing their own fishes, sewing a neat seam and then decorating their final designs 

which they should (hopefully!) bring home at the end of the term. If there are any volunteers to support within this stitching lessons, 

please come and see a member of the Year 4 team as we would be very grateful for any support! 
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Science 

States of Matter 
This half term we are learning all about states of matter. We will learn what this means and the children will be 

experimenting to identify the different states of every day materials that they see or encounter within a day. We will then 

move onto experimenting about what affects these changes. We will also be learning about evaporation, condensation and 

finding out when this occurs. We will then apply this new understanding when learning about the water cycle where the 

children will be creating their own version of the water cycle using just plastic bags, water and pens!  

 

PE 
In PE, the children will be developing their dance skills. The children will consider creating shape, movement and 

pathways developing their understanding of how these aspects will improve their routines. The children will also 

learn about the importance of warming up before exercise and the benefits exercise has on our own physical and 

mental wellbeing.  Alongside dance, we will be working on improving fitness and strength within invasion games.  

 

Topic 
Within our topic this half term, we have a geography focus in our lessons. Our topic is linked to the nearby seaside town 

of Scarborough! We will begin by focusing on where Scarborough is in the world, thinking about continent, country and 

then county. The children will also use map skills to identify physical and human features of the seaside town and then 

using data to compare Scarborough to other seaside towns.  

 

PSHE 
This half term the children will begin by thinking about new beginnings to help them set targets for themselves as they 

begin a new school year. The children will also be thinking about friendships to support themselves with understanding 

how to independently resolve issues and to help create and maintain meaningful friendships with those that they meet.  
 

Homework 
In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 

 

• Mathletics tasks  

• SPAGonline tasks 

• Weekly spellings 

• Reading 3/4 times per week for 15 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina. This 

should be using their school reading book.  

• Research projects  

Homework policy is available on the school website. 

 

Ways To Help Your Child 
At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, we consider that strong school-parent links are an essential part of ensuring our 

pupils achieve their potential. We really appreciate the support you give your children at home in order to help them with 

their learning.  

 

It would be extremely beneficial for you to listen to them read regularly and question them using the provided question 

sheets.  

 

The year 3 and 4 spelling list will be given out to your children at the start of the half term and the children should continue 

to work on these at home. These are statutory spellings for them to know by the end of this academic year.  

 

Our KIRF targets this half term are linked to times tables. Your child needs to learn the multiplication and division facts 

for up to 12x12 by the end of year 4. Times tables play an integral role across the maths curriculum so it is very beneficial 

for your child to learn them. In school, we learn our times tables in fun, exciting ways so please ask your child to show you 

these.  

 

If you would like any more help with how to support you child at home, please just ask.  

 

 


